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PREFACE. 



The early productions of men of genius 
always possess a peculiar interest, and not 
unfrequently a freshness and an originality 
which do not helong to their more matured 
works. We do not mean to contend that 
this is the case with the following essays, 
written hy Washington Irving, since so well 
known to the puhlic by the " Sketch Book," 
" Bracebridge Hall," &c., &c. 

Mr. Irving is a native of the United States 
^ of America, and he has been singularly fortu- 
^ nate in removing the prejudices which existed 
f^ against the literary talents of his countrymen. 
A^ It is but a few years ago that our critics all 
gpoie of American literature mlla. «l «ii^w. 



and as totally unworth; of notice i indeed it 
was treated with so much contempt, that per- 
sons unacqumled with the productions of the 
Aoerican press, might be led to doubt that it 
gelded any thing better than a newspaper 
ess&f, or the calculstioDs of an alman&ck. 
This ignorance, and this prejudice, have alike 
vanished before the talents of Mr. Irving ; it 
is true that some novels which displayed con- 
siderable genius reached England before Mr. 
Irving's " Sketch Book," but it was the latter 
work which first called the public attention to 
the infant republic of letters in the United 
Slates 1 and it is but justice to say, that Eng- 
land has mode the amende Amoraile by a frank 
and honest acknowledgement of its claims. 

Although Mr.Irving more nearly approaches 
the stfle of our own admired (lOldsmith, than 
any living writer, yet be bas been educated in 
I difereot school. Mr. Irvine's stjle ia, V«- 
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haps, purely American f its ground-work is, 
no doubt, English, but the legends of the 
Dutch, the rude disposition of the Indian, and 
the romantic scenery of his native land, have 
all had their influence over him. The forte 
of Mr. Irving lies in description, and his de- 
lineations are at once bold, spirited, and faith- 
fuL In the portraying of scenes of low life, 
or of ludicrous situations, he is peculiarly 
happy; nor is he deficient in scenes of the 
tender and pathetic ; there is a freedom in his 
sketches which shows how naturally they are 
produced, and a delicacy which proves that 
they emanate from a well regulated mind. 

The " Salmagundi" was the first literary 
effort of Mr. Irving, and although it was some 
time before it crossed the Atlantic, yet from 
the moment of its publication it was a great 
favourite in the United States, where it wqj& 
supposed to be the joint efforts of &e,Net^ 



literati. On the the merits of theie spi 

essays it is unnecesBery to dwell, sinct 
have been recogoized and acknontedi 
both hemispheres. The first number con 
a merry moreeau, nhicb is worthy of ] 
vation. It nas called the 



HiCbon. The libenl pftbimftge bntowed by hii 
ing fellow fdtUaiu, on Tuioiu worka of tute 
hu pnhUihed, hu left bin no mcHaalum lo u 
therfuHinittheirbHidi! and he publiabo 
ia Uu DOS bope of Rquidi^ theii bouul]'." 
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No. I.— SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 1807. 

.8 every body knows, or ought to know, what a Sai.- 
(AGUNDi is, we shall spare ourselves the trouble of an 
iplanation ; besides we despise trouble, as we do every 
lini^ that is low and mean — and hold the man who 
ould incur it unnecessarily, as an object worthy our 
ighest pity and contempt. Neither will we puzzle 
or heads to give an account of ourselves, for tvro Te«i> 
ans; first, hecauge it is nobody's bualness ; se.condX'j, 
icu/0e if it were, we do not hold oufMlven VyoutvA to 

s 
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attend to any body's business but our own ; and even 
that we take the liberty of neglecting, when it suits our 
inclination. To these we might add a third, that very 
few men can give a good account of themselves, let them 
try ever so hard : but this reason we candidly avow, 
would not hold good with ourselves. 

There are, however, two or three pieces of informa- 
tion, which we bestow gratis on the public, chiefly be- 
cause it suits our own pleasure and convenience that 
they should be known, and partly because we do not 
wish that there should be any ill will between us at the 
commencement of our acquaintance. 

Our intention is simply to instruct the young, reform 
the old, correct the town, and castigate the age : this is 
an arduous task, and therefore we undertake it with con- 
fidence. We intend for this purpose to present a striking 
picture of the town ; and as every body is anxious to see 
his own phiz on canvass, however stupid or ugly it may 
be, we have no doubt but the whole town will flock to 
our exhibition. Our picture will necessarily include a 
vast variety of figures : and should any gentleman or 
lady be displeased with the inveterate truth of their like- 
nesses, they may ease their spleen by laughing at those 
of their neighbours — this being what we understand by 
poetical justice. 

Like all true and able editors, we consider ourselves 
infallible ; and therefore, with the customary diffidence 
of our brethren of the quill, we shall take the liberty of 
interfering in all matters either of a public or private 
nature. We are critics, amateurs, dilettanti, and cog- 
noscenti; and as we know "by the pricking of our 
thumbs," that every opinion which we may advance in 
either of those characters will be correct, we are deter- 
mined, though it may be questioned, contradicted, or 
eren controverted, yet it shall never be revoked. 
We be/r the public particularly to undctaUud, U\vil we 
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solicit no patronage. We are determined, on the con- 
trary, that the patronage shall be entirely on our side. 
We have nothing to do with the pecuniary concerns of 
the paper : its success will yield us neither pride nor 
profit : nor will its failure occasion to us cither loss or 
mortification. We advise the public, therefore, to pur- 
chase our numbers merely for their own sakes :— if they 
do not, let them settle the affair with their consciences 
and posterity. 

To conclude, we invite all editors of newspapers and 
literary journals to praise us heartily in advance, as we 
assure them that we intend to deserve their praises. I'o 
our next door neighbour, " Town,"* we holdout a hand 
of amity, declaring to him that, after ours, his pajjcr will 
stand the best chance for immortality. We profTcr an 
exchange of civilities : he shall furnisli us with uotices 
of epic poems and tobacco — and we, in return, will en- 
rich him with original speculations on all manner of 
subjects, together with ** the rummaging of my grand- 
father's mahogany chest of drawers," *' the life and 
amours of mine uncle John," " anecdotes of the Cockloft 
family," and learned quotations from that unheard of 
writer of folios, Linkum Fide.liua. 

* The titicofn newspppcrpulilished in New York, which. sin(>n(! 
other niiacrllaneuuc topi<-«, occaaionallv contained strictures on the 
perforraanres at the the.itrc. 
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We were a conaiderable time in deciding whether we 
should be at the pains of introducing ourselves to the 
public. As we care for nobody, and as we are not yet at 
the bar, we do not feel bound to hold up our hands and 
answer to our names. 

Willing, however, to gain at once that frank confident 
tial footing, which we are certain of ultimately possessing 
in this, doubtless, " best of all possible cities ;" and 
anxious to spare its worthy inhabitants the trouble of 
making a thousand ivise conjectures, not one of which 
would be worth a " tobacco- stopper," we have thought 
it in some degree a necessary exertion of charitable con- 
descension to furnish them with a slight clue to the 
truth. 

Before we proceed further, however, we advise every 
body — man, woman, and child — that can read, or get 
any friend to read for them, to purchase this paper ; — 
not that we write for money ; for, in common with all 
philosophical wiseacres, Arom Solomon downwards, we 
hold it in supreme contempt. The public are welcome 
to buy this work or not — just as they choose. If it be 
purchased freely, so much the better for the public — and 
the publisher : we gain not a stiver. If it be not pur- 
chased, we give fair warning — we shall bum all our 
essays, critiques, and epigrams, in one promiscuous 
bi^e; and, like the books of the Sibyls, and the Alcx- 
mdrian library, they will be loatiot cnct U> v^vXmt). 
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For the take, therefore, of our publiaher— for the sake oi 
the public — and for the sake of the public's children to 
the nineteenth generation, we advise them to purchase 
our paper. We beg the respectable old matrons of this 
city not to be alarmed at the appearance we make :— wc 
are none of those outlandish geniuses, who swarm in 
New- York, who live by their wits, or rather by the little 
wit of their neighbours; and who spoil the genuine 
hcmest American tastes of their daughters with French 
slops and fricasseed sentiment. 

We have said we do not write for money ; — neither do 
we write for fame. We know too well the variable na- 
ture of public opinion, to build our hopes upon it : we 
care not what the public think of us ; and we suspect 
before we reach the tenth number, they will not know 
what to think of us. In two words — we write for no 
other earthly purpose but to please ourselves ; and this 
we shall be sure of doing — for we are all three of us 
determined beforehand to be pleased with what we write. 
If in the course of this work we edify, and instruct, 
and amuse the public, so much the better for the pub- 
lic ; — but we frankly acknowledge, that so soon as we 
get tired of reading our own works, we shall discon- 
tinue them without the least remorse, whatever the pub- 
lic may think of it. While we continue to go on, we 
will go on merrily : if we moralize, it shall be but sel- 
dom ; and on all occasions we shall be more solicitous to 
make our readers laugh than cry— for we are laughing 
philosophers, and clearly of opinion, that wisdom, true 
wisdom, is a plump, jolly dame, who sits in her arm- 
chair, laughs right merrily at the farce of life, and takes 
the world as it goes. 

We intend particularly to notice the conduct ol lYie 
fuhionable world ; nor in this shall we be govenic^ \>^ 
tha/ carping spirit with which narrow -minded V>ooVl>notui 
cfjiic* squiat »t the little extravagances of tVic lou *> >avL\. 
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vith that liberal toleration which actuates every man of 
ashion. While wc keep more than a Cerberus watch 
)ver the golden rules of female delicacy and decorum — 
ve shall not discourage any little sprightliness of de- 
neanour, or innocent vivacity of character. Before we 
idvance one line further, we must let it be understood, 
IS our firm opinion, void of all prejudice or partiality, 
;hat the ladies of New York are the fairest, the finest, 
:he most accomplished, the most bewitching, the most 
nefifable beings, that walk, creep, crawl, swim, fly, float, 
>r vegitate, in any or all of the four elements ; and that 
;hey only want to be cured of certain whims, eccentrici- 
;ies, and unseemly conceits, by our superintending cares, 
;o render them absolutely perfect. They will, therefore, 
receive a large portion of those attentions directed to the 
Fashionable world ; nor will die u;entlemen, who doze 
iway their time in the circles of the haut-ton, escape 
3ur currying : — we mean those silly fellows who sit stock- 
still upon their chairs, without saying a word, and then 

complain how damned stupid it was at Miss 'a 

party. 

This department will be under the peculiar direction 
and control of Anthony Eveugueen, Gent,, to whom 
all communications on this subject are to be addressed. 
This gentleman, from his long experience in the routine 
of balls, tea-parties, and assemblies, is eminently qualified 
for the task he has undertaken. He is a kind of patri- 
arch in the fashionable world, and has seen generation 
after generation pass away into the silent tomb of matri- 
mony, while he remains unchangeably the same. He 
can recount the amours and courtships of the fathers, 
mothers, uncles, and aunts, and even grand-dames of all 
the belles of the present day — provided their pedigrees 
extend so far back without being lost in obscurity. As, 
towcver, treating of pedigrees \h ratVvct an utv^ateful 
^ A j'a thin city, and as we meax\ tA.> V>e yetletV\>j %Q<^dk- 
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natured, he has promised to be cautious in this particular. 
He recollects perfectly the time when youn(( ladies used 
to go a sleigh- riding, at night, without their mammas or 
grand- mammas ; in short, without being matronized at 
all ; and can relate a thousand pleasant stories about 
Kiasing-bridge.* He likewise remembers the time when 
ladies paid tea -visits at three in the afternoon, and re- 
turned before dark to see that the house was shut up, 
and the servants on duty. He has often played cricket 
in the orchard in the rear of old Vauxhall, and reuieu)- 
bers when the Buli's-head was quite outof town. Though 
he has slowly and gradually given in to modern fashions, 
and still flourishes in the beuu-inotide, yet he seems a 
little prejudiced in favour of the dress and manners of 
the old school; and his chief commendation of a new 
mode is, " that it is the same good old fashion we had 
before the war." It has cost us much trouble to make 
him confess that a cotillion is superior to a minuet, or an 
unadorned crop to a pig-tail and powder. Custom and 
fashion have, however, had more effect on him than all 
our lectures ; and he tempers, so happily, the grave and 
ceremonious gamntry of the old school with the " hail 
fellow*' familiarity of the new, that, we trust, on a little 
acquaintance, and making allowance for his old-fashioned 
prejudices, he will become a very considerable favourite 
with our readers : if not, the worse for themselves — as 
they will have to endure his company. 

In the territory of criticism, William Wizard, Esq. 
has undertaken to preside ; and though we may all dab- 

* Aroongat the amucemcnts of the citizei.ii, iii t:ii!i.> ^otir by, 
wari thut of making; exrursioii* in the u-itit<-r ovviiingf, on sioi^hs, 
to lome nciKhbuuriiiK viilaKR, where the social party had a hall ami 
tapper. ** Kiasing-bridge " wai: so deuoniitiati-d from tlu- (-\tcu\\\- 
■tancr that here the beaux fxavtvd from their fair coTOv>a\V\o\\H vVxt 
forli-itun- of a kin^ beion: pcraiittiv)^ their trave\\n\\; \cVu\vv u» 
pa—oter. 
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heads. — As we have no design against the patience of 
our fellow-citisens, we shall not dose them with copious 
draughts of theatrical criticism : we know that they have 
already been well physicked with them of late. Our 
theatrics shall take up but a small part of our paper ; nor 
shall they be altogether confined to the stage, but ex- 
tend firom time to time to those incorrigible ofienders 
against the peace of society, the stage critics, who not 
uofrequently create the fault they find, in order to yield 
an opening for their witticisms ; censure an actor for a 
gesture he never made, or an emphasis he never gave ; 
and, in their attempt to show off new readinffa, make 
the sweet swan of Avon cackle like a goose. If any one 
should feel himself offended by our remarks, let him 
atutck us in return — we shall not wirtle from the combat. 
If his passes be successful, we will be the first to cry out 
a hit I a hit ! and we doubt not we shall frequently lay 
ourselves open to the weapons of our assailants. But let 
them have a care how they run a tilting with us ; they 
have to deal with stubborn foes, who can bear a world 
of pommelling ; we will be relentless in our vengeance, 
and will fight " till from our bones the flesn be hacked." 
What other subjects we shall include in the range of 
our observations we have not determined, or rather we 
shall not trouble ourselves to detail. The public have 
already more informal iun concerning us than we in- 
tended to impart. We owe them no favours— neither do 
we ask any. We agam advise them, for their own 
sakes, to read our papers when they come out. We re- 
commend to all mothers to purchase them for their 
daughters, who will be initiated into the arcana of the 
bon ton, and cured of all those rusty old notions which 
they acquired during the last century : parents shall be 
taught how to govern their children, girls how to get 
fattsbandsy and old maida bow to do without them. 
As we do oot measure our wita by the yard ot \iuft\vA, 
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THEATRICS 

comtaiifing thb qvintessence of modkbn 
Criticism. 

BY WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ. 

Macbeth was performed to a very crowded house, and 
much to our satisfaction. As, however, our neighbour 
"Town*' has been very voluminous already in his criti- 
cisms on this play, we shall make but few remarks. Hav- 
ing never seen Kemble in this character, we are absolutely 
at a loss to say whether Mr. Cooper performed it well or 
not. We think, however, there was an error in his cos- 
tume, as the learned Linkum Fidelius is of opinion that, 
in the time of Macbeth, the Scots did not wear sandals, 
but wooden shoes. Macbeth also was noted for wearing 
his jacket open, that he might play the Scotch fiddle 
more conveniently; — that being an hereditary accom- 
plishment in the Glamis family. 

We have seen this character performed in China by the 
celebrated Chow- Chow, the Koscius of that great empire, 
who in the dagger scene always electrified the audience 
by blowing his nose like a trumpet. Chow-Chow, in 
compliance with the opinion of the sage Linkum Fidelius, 
performed Macbeth in wooden shoes ; this gave him an 
opportunity of producing great effect— for on first seeing 
"the air- drawn dagger," he always cut a procU^ious 
high caper, and kicked his shoes into the pit at the 
heads of the critics ; whereupon the audience were mar- 
vellously delighted, flourished their hanrls, and stroked 
their whiskers three times ; and the raattet wa&CMeXvW'^ 
reported in the next number of a paper caWed tVvt " ^Vww 
^Zam ; ' ' (Kngiish^Toviii . ) 
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fiwe. mo«t coofoundlj humbugged with an Eertil dagger, 
waa in doubt whether the daggen actually in bia huida 
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we heartily agree with him in censuring BIr. Cooper for 
ooiitting that passage so remarkable for " beauty of 
imagery," &c., beginning with " and pity, like a naked 
new-bom babe,'* &c. It is one of those passages of 
Shakespeare which should always be retained, for th-; 
purpose of showing how sometimes that great poet 
could talk like a buzzard ; or, to speak more plainly, 
like the famous mad poet, Nat Lee. 

As it is the first duty of a friend to advise ; and ss we 
profess and do actually feel a friendship for honest 
'* Town," we warn him, never in his criticisms to meddle 
with a lady's " petticoats," or to quote Nic Bottom. In 
the first instance he may ** catch a tartar ;" and in the 
second, the ass's head may rise in judgment against him 
— and when it is once afloat there is no knowing where 
some unlucky hand may place it. We would not for all 
the money in our pockets, see "Town" flourishing his 
critical quill under the auspices of an ass's head, like the 
great Franklin in his Montero cap. 



NEW-YORK ASSEMBLY. 

BY ANTHONY EVERGREEN, GENT. 

Tni assemblies this year have gained a great accession 
of beauty. Several brilliant stars have arisen from the 
east and from the north, to brighten the firmament of 
fashion : among the number I have discovered another 
planet, which rivals even Venus in lustre, and I claim 
equal honour with Herschell for my discovery. I shall 
ti^ some future opportunity to describe this p\at\el, a.TV<\, 
the numeroas satellites which revolve around \t. 
At the iMMt assembly , the company \)cgau to tu\i\ie 
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with the magic of the Kea« i aod db the ladiea tripped 
Uuaugfa the maiei of the dance, aparklia^ and gIo»ing 
■uddaitting, I, .ike the honest Chineie, thanked thein 
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heartily for the jewels and finery with which they loaded 
themselves, merely for the entertainment of by- slanders, 
and blessed my stars that I was a })achclor. 

The gentlemen were considerably numerous, and 
being as usual equipt in their appropriate black uniforms, 
constituted a sable regiment, which contributed not a 
little to the brilliant gaiety of the ball-room. I must 
confess I am indebted for this remark to our friend, the 
cockney, Mr. 'Sbidlike>sklash, or ' Sbidlikens. as he 
is called for shortness. He is a fellow of infinite ver- 
bosity — stands in high favour — with himself — and, like 
Caleb Quotem, is '* up to every thing." I remember 
when a comfortable plump-Iookinp: citizen led into the 
room a fair damsel, who looked for all the world like the 
personification of a rainbow, 'Sbidlikons observed, that 
it reminded him of a fable, which he had read somewhere, 
of the marriage of an honest painstaking snail — who had 
once walked six feet in an hour for a wager — to a butter- 
fly whom he used to gallant by the elbow, with the aid 
of much pufiing and exertion. On being called upon to 
tell where he had come across this story, 'Sbidlikens ab- 
solutely refused to answer. 

It would but be repeating an old story to say, that the 
ladies of New- York dance well; and well may they, 
since they learn it scientifically, and begin their lessons 
before they have quitted their swaddling clothes. The 
immortal Duport has usurped despotic sway over all the 
female heads and heels in this city ; hornbooks, primers, 
and pianos, are neglected to attend to his positions ; and 
poor Chilton, with his pots and kettles and chemical 
crockery, finds him a more potent enemy than the 
whole collective force of the ** North-river irociety." 
'Sbidlikens insists that this dancing mania will inevita- 
bly continue as long as a dancing-master will charge the 
fashionable price of fire-and-twenty dollars a quatlex \ 
aad all the other accompliabmenti are so vulgar, a» to \>t* 
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ittainable at ** half the money :'• — but I put no faith in 
Sbidlikens' candour in this particular. Among hb in- 
initude of endowments, he is but a poor proficient in 
lancing; ; and though he often flounders through a cotil- 
lon, yet he never cut a pigeon-uing in his life. 

In my mind there's no position more positive and un- 
ixceptionable than that most Frenchmen, dead or alive, 
ire born dancers. I came pounce upon this discovery 
it the assembly, and I immediately noted it down in my 
egister of indisputable facts — the public shall know all 
kbout it. A I never dance cotillions, holding them to be 
nonstrous distorters of the human frame, and tantamount 
n their operations to being broken and dislocated on 
he wheel, I generally take occasion, while they are 
;oing on, to make my remarks on the company. In the 
ourse of these observations I was struck with the energy 
ind eloquence of sundry limbs, which seemed to be 
louridhing about without appertaining to any body, 
ifter much investigation and difiiculty, I, at length, 
raced them to their respective owners, whom I fuund to 
»e all Frenchmen to a man. Art may have meddled 
omewhat in these affairs, but nature certainly did more. 

have since been considerably employed in calculations 
•n this subject ; and by the most accurate computation 

have determined, that a Frenchmen passes at least 
lirt>e-fifths of his time between the heavens and the 
arth, and partakes eminently of the nature of a gossa- 
ner or soap-bubble. One of these jack-o- lantern heroes, 
n taking a figure, which neither Euclid nor Pythagoras 
litusrlf could demonstrate, unfortunately wound him- 
elf — I mean bis foot — his better part — into a lady's 
obweb muslin robe ; but perceiving it at the instant, 
le set himself a spinning the other way, like a top, un- 
avelled his step, without omitting one angle or curve, 
ind extricated himself without breaking a thread of 
w lady 'a dreaa I he then sprung up, like a sturgeon. 
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crossed his feet four times, and finished this wonderful 
evolution by quivering his left leg, as a cat does her paw 
when she has accidentally dipped it in water. No man 
*' of woman born," who was not a Frenchman, or a 
mountebank, could have done the like. 

Among the new faces, I remarked a blooming nymph, 
who has brought a fresh supply of roses from the country 
to adorn the wreath of beauty, where lilies too much pre- 
dontinate. As I wish well to every sweet face under 
heaven, I sincerely hope her roses may survive the frosts 
and dissipations of winter, and lose nothing by a com- 
parison with the loveliest offerings of the spring. 'Sbid- 
likens, to whom I made similar remarks, assured me that 
they were very just, and very prettily expressed ; and that 
the lady in question was a prodigious fine piece of fiesh 
and blood. Now could I find it in my heart to baste 
these cockneys like their own roast- beef— they can make 
no distinction between a fine woman and a fine horse. 

I would praise the sylph-like grace with which another 
young lady acquitted herself in the dance, but that she 
excels in far more valuable accomplishments. Who 
praises the rose for its beauty, even though it is beautiful ? 

The company retired at the customary hour to the 
supper-room, where the tables were laid out with their 
usual splendour and profusion. My friend 'Sbidlikcns, 
with the native forethought of a cockney, had carefully 
stowed bis pocket with cheese and crackers, that he 
might not be tempted again to venture his limbs in the 
crowd of hungry fair ones who throng the supper-rouni 
door: his precaution was unnecessary, fur the company 
entered the room with surprising order and decorum. 
No gowns were torn — no ladies fainted — no noses bled 
—nor was there any need of the interference of cvtYiw 
managers or peucC' officers. 
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In the conduct of an epic poem, it has been the custom, 
from time immemorial, for the poet occasionally to in- 
troduce his reader to an intimate acquaintance with the 
heroes of his story, by conducting him into their tents, 
and giving him an opportunity of observing them in 
their night-gown and slippers. However, I despise the 
servile genius that would descend to follow a precedent, 
though furnished by Homer himself, and consider him 
as on a par with the cart that follows at the heels of the 
horse, without ever taking the lead ; yet at the present 
moment my whim is opposed to my opinion ; and when- 
ever this is the case, my opinion generally surrenders at 
discretion. I am determined, therefore, to give the town 
a peep into our divan ; and I shall repeat it as often as I 
please, to show that I intend to be sociable* 

The other night Will Wizard and Evergreen called 

upon me, to pass away a few hours in social chat, and 

hold a kind of council of war. To give a sest to our 

evening I uncorked a bottle of London particular, which 

has grown old with myself, and which never fails to ex- 

eite a smile in the countenances of my old cronies, to 

whom alone it ia devoted. After some ^l\.\« tj.m«, the 

^onvenation turned on the effect ptoAuctdVj^ ow ^ 
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nnmber ; every one bad his budget of infonnation, and I 
assure my readers that we laughed most unceremoniously 
at their expense : they will excuse us for our merriment — 
'tis a way we've got. Evergreen, who is equally a favourite 
and companion of young and old, was particularly satis- 
factory in his details ; and it was highly amusing to hear 
how different characters were tickled with different pas- 
nages. The old folks were delighted to find there was a 
bias in our junto towards the '* good old times;" and 
he particularly noticed a worthy old gentleman of his 
acquaintance who had been somewhat a beau in his day, 
whose eyes brightened at the bare mention of Kissing- 
bridge. It recalled to his recollection several of his 
youthful exploits, at that celebrated pass, on which he 
seemed to dwell with great pleasure and self-compla- 
cency : — he hoped, he said, that the Bridge might be 
preserved for the benefit of posterity, and as a monument 
of the gallantry of their grandfathers ; and even hinted 
at the expediency of erecting a toll-gate there, to coiled 
the forfeits of the ladies. But the most fiattering testi- 
mony oi approbation which our work has received, was 
from an old lady, who never laughed but once in her life, 
and that was at the conclusion of the last war. She was 
detected by friend Anthony in the very fact of laughing 
most obstreperously at the description of the little danc- 
ing Frenchman. Now it glads my very heart to find 
our effusions have such a pleasing effect. I venerate the 
aged, and joy whenever it is in my power to scatter a few 
flowers in their path. 

The young people were particularly interested in the 
account of the assembly. There was some difference 
of opinion respecting the new planet, and the blooming 
nymph from the country; but as to the com\k\Sxsk«cvX. 
pud to the fasdnatui^ little sylph wlio danced w> f;nAe- 
iuily—ereij lady modestly took that to liera^. 

Evergreen meatioaed also that the young ladieavexc 

c 2 
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cxtrcnifly ;inxi(.ii.s t(i learn the true mode of maiin^iup 
f'.iclr !h-;iu.\ -. :>:'.il Iw:^- I)ian:i \\'carM(ll, who is ;i!< clinstc 
;i:^ ;:;i icicli'. h;is m\ n ;>. t"cu s-.iptTlhiuiis winters i^:\-^ 
over her heuil, ami Ijoasts of huvinc sliiin her thous:i:i,ls, 
wished to know how old maids were to do without hus- 
bands ; not that she was very curious about the matter, 
she '* only asked for information." Several ladies ex- 
pressed their earnest desire that we would not spare 
those wooden pentlemen who perform the parts of mutes, 
or stalking horses, in their drawing-rooms ; and their 
mothers were equally anjyous that we would show no 
quarter to those lads of spirit, who now and then cut 
their bottles to enliven a tea-party with the humours of 
the dinner-table. 

Will Wizard was not a little chagrined at having been 
mistaken for a gentleman, " who is no more like me," 
said Will, " than I like Hercules." — " I was well as- 
sured," continued Will, *' that as our characters were 
drawn from nature, the originals would be found in every 
society. And so it has happened — every little circle has 
its 'Sbidlikens; — and the cockney, intended merely as 
the representative of his species, has dwindled into an 
insignificant indi^ndual, who having recognised his own 
likeness, has foolishly oppropriuted to himself a picture 
for which he never sat. Such, too, has been the case 
with Ding- Dong, who h:is kindly undertaken to be my 
representative ; — not that I care much about the matter, 
for it must be acknowledged that the animal is a good- 
natured animal enough ; — and what is more, a fashiona- 
ble animal — and this is saying more than to call him a 
conjurer. But, I am much mistaken if be can claim any 

affinity to the Wizard family. Surely every body 

Icnons Ding- Dong, the gentle Ding-Dong, who pervades 
«// 8}.ace, who is here and there and every where ; no 
it:a-i)arty can be complete without D'mg-\>ou^— an^Vv* 
'J'.^oMiincv is i,ure to occasion a amiic. \y\u%-\>viw%V4Jk 
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been the occasion of much wit in his day ; I have even seen 
many puny whipsters attempt to be dull at his expense, 
who were as much inferior ta him, as the gad-fly is to 
the ox that he buzzes about. Does any wittlinp want to 
distress the company with a miserable pun? — nobody's 
name presents sooner than Ding- Dong's; and it has 
been played upon with equal skill and equal entertain- 
ment to the by-standers, as Trinity- bells. Ding-Dunp; is 
profoundly devoted to the ladies, and highly entitled to 
their regard ; for 1 know no man who makes a better 
bow, or talks less to the purpose than Ding- Dong. 
Ding-Dong has ac(;[uired a prodigious fund of knowledge 
by reading Dilworth when a boy ; and the other day, on 
being asked who was the author of Macbeth, answered, 
without the least hesitation — Shakes])earc ! Ding-Dong 
has a quotation for every day of the year, and every hour 
of the day, and every minute of the hour ; but he oftm 
commits petty larcenies on the poets — plucks the gray 
hairs of old Chaucer's head, and claps them on the chin of 
Pope ; and filches Johnson's wig, to cover the bald pate 
of Homer ; — but his blunders pass undetected by one iialf 
of his hearers. Ding-Dong, it is true, though he has long 
wrangled at our bar, cannot boast much of his legal 
knowledge ; nor does his forensic eloquence entitle him 
to rank with a Cicero or a Demosthenes ; but bating his 
professional deficiencies, he is a man of most delectable 
discourse, and can hold forth for an hour upon the colour 
of a riband, or the construction of a work-bag. Ding- 
Dong is now in his fortieth year, or perhaps a little more 
— ^rivals all the little beaux in town, in his attentions to 
the ladies — is in a state of rapid improvement ; and there 
is no doubt but that by the time he arrives at years of 
discretion, be will be a very accomplished agreeable 
young fellow." I advise all clever, gooA-ioT-tvo\Xvu\^ 
" learned and authentic gentlemen," to take car?. >\o>n 
ite/- srcar tbit cap, however wtW it fits ; — aad to Vktiwr Vxv 



22 . WniM-WHAM8 AND OPINIONS 

mind that our characters are not individuals, but species ; 
if, after this warning, any person chooses to represent 
Mr. Ding- Dong, the sin is ftt his own door ; — we wash our 
hands of it. 

We all sympathised with Wizard, that he should be 
mistaken for a person so very different ; and I hereby 
assure my readers, that William Wizard is no other per- 
son in the whole world but William Wizard ; so I beg I 
may hear no more conjectures on the subject. Will is, 
in fact, a wiseacre by inheritance. The Wizard family 
has long been celebrated for knowing more than their 
neighbours, particularly concerning their neighbour's 
affedrs. They were anciently called Josselin ; but Will's 
great uncle, by the father's side, having been accidentally 
burnt for a witch in Connecticut, in consequence of 
blowing up his own house in a philosophical experiment, 
the family, in order to perpetuate the recollection of 
this memorable circumstance, assumed the name and 
arms of Wizard, and, have borne them ever since. 

In the course of my customary morning's walk, I 
stepped in at a book- store, which is noted for being the 
favourite haunt of a number of literati, some of whom rank 
high in the opinion of the world, and others rank equally 
high in their own. Here I found a knot of queer fellows, 
listening to one of their company, who was reading our 
paper : I particularly noticed Mr. Ichabod Fungus among 
the number. 

Fungus is one of those fidgeting, meddling quidnuncs, 
with which this unhappy city is pestered ; one of your 
** Q in the comer * ' fellows, who speaks volumes with a 
wink— conveys most portentous information, by laying 
his finger beside his nose— and is always smelling a rat 
in the most trifling occurrence. He listened to our work 
with the most fngid gravity — every now and then gave a 
myateriouB abrug — n humph — or a screw of the mouth ; 
aad on being asked his opinion at i)\e C0Tidai\oxL> «mA> 
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he did not know what to think of it — he hoped it did not 
mean any thing against the Government — that no lurking 
treason was couched in all this talk.— These were danger- 
ous times — times of plot and conspiracy ; he did not at 
all like those stars after Mr. Jeffer»on's name ; they had 
an air of concealment. Dick Paddle, who was one of the 
group, undertook our cause. Dick is known to the 
world as being a most knowing genius, who can see as 
far as any body — into a millstone ; maintains in the 
teeth of all argument, that a spade is a spade ; and will 
labour a good half-hour by St. Paul's clock, to establish 
a self-evident facL Diek assured old Fungus that those 
•tars merely stood for Mr Jefferson's red what d'pe- 
cairenu; and that so far from a conspiracy against their 
peace and prosperity, the authors, whom he knew very 
well, were only expressing their high respect for them. 
The old man shook hi) head, shrugged his shoulders, 
gave a mysterious Lord Burleigh nod, said he hoped it 
might be so ; but he was by no means satisfied with this 
attack upon the President's breeches, as ** thereby hangs 
a tale." 



MR. WILSON'S CONCERT. 

BY ANTHONY EVERGREEN, GENT. 

In my register of indisputable facts, I have noted it 
conspicuously, that all modem musie is but the mere 
dregs and draining of the ancient, and that all the spirit 
•nd vigour and harmony has entirely evaporated in the 
lapse of ages. Oh ! for the chant of the Naiades, and Dry- 
adin, the shell of the Tritons, and the sweet waiV>Am^ <A 
the mermaids of ancient days '. Where now ahaft >jc aeeV 
tbeAmpMoa, who haiit walls with a turn ol \dftU\udf- 
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our concerts, tantamount to the punishment of that unfor- 
tunate saint, who was frittered in two with a hand-saw. 

The concert was friven in the tea-room, at the City- 
Hotel ; an apartment admirably calculated, by its dinpry 
walls, beautifully marbled with smoke, to show off the 
dresses and complexions of the ladies ; and by the flat- 
ness of its ceiling to repress those impertinent reverber- 
ations of the music, which, whatever others may foolishly 
assert, are, Snivers says, " no better than repetitions of 
old stories." 

Mr. Wilson gave me infinite satisfaction by the gen- 
tility of his demeanour, and the rogueish looks he now 
and then cast at the ladies ; but we fear his excessive 
modesty threw him into some little confusion, for he ab- 
solutely forgot himself, and in the whole course of his 
entrances and exits, never once made his bow to the 
audience. On the whole, however, I think he has a fine 
voice, sings with great taste, and is a very modest, good- 
looking httle man ; but I beg leave to repeat the advice 
so often given, by the.jllustrious tenants of the theatrical 
sky-parlour, to the gentlemen who are charged with the 
** nice conduct" of chairs and tables — '* make a bow, 
Johnny — Johnny, make a bow !" 

I cannot, on this occasion, but express my surprise 
that certain amateurs should be so frequently at concerts, 
considering what agonies they suffer while a piece of muitic 
is playing. I defy any man of common humanity, and 
who has not the heart of a Choctaw, to contemplate the 
countenance of one of these unhappy victims of a fiddle- 
stick, without feeling a sentiment of compassion. His 
whole visage is distorted; he rolls up his eyes, as IVP Sy- 
cophant says, " like a duck in thttndcr," and the music 
seems to operate upon him lik(> a fit of the cholic : his 
very bowels seem to synipathi!>e at every twa^A «>^ V\vc 
cat-gut, as if he heart! at that moment the waWmcc* <»^ ^"^^i 
helpleu ammal that had been sacrificed to \vjLtmotv^» 
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rite Chinese ink-stand, with two sprawling mandarins for 
its supporters, and wrote the letter which he had the ho- 
nour to present me. 

As I foresee my cousin will one day become a great fa- 
Tourite with the public, and as I know him to be some- 
what punctilious as it respects etiquette, I shall take this 
opportunity to gratify the old gentleman, by giving him 
a proper introduction to the fashionable world. The 
Cockloft family, to which I have the comfort of being re- 
lated, has been fruitful in old bachelors and humorists, 
as will be perceived when I come to treat more of its 
history. — My cousin Pindar is one of its, most conspicu- 
ous members — ^be is now in his fifty-eighth year — is a 
bachelor, partly through choice, and partly through 
chance, and an oddity of the first water. Half his life 
has been employed In writing odes, sonnets, epigrams, 
and elegies, which he seldom shows to any body but my- 
self after they are written : — and all the old chests, 
drawers, and chair-bottoms in the house, teem with his 
productions. 

In his younger days he figured as a dashing blade 
in the great world ; and no young fellow of the town 
wore a longer pig- tail, or carried more buckram in his 
skirts. From sixteen to thirty he was continually in love ; 
and during that period, to use his own words, he be- 
scribbled more paper than would serve the theatre for 
snow-storms a whole season. The evening of his thirtieth 
birth-day, as he sat by the fireside, as much in love as 
ever was man in this world, and writing the name of his 
mistress in the ashes, with an old tongs that had lost one 
of its legs, he was seized with a whim-wham that he was 
an old fool to be in love at his time of life. It was ever 
one of the Cockloft characteristics to strike to whim : and 
had Pindar stood out on this occasion, he wo\]iidL \wie 
brought the reputation of his mother in question. ¥Tom 
tlist time be gave up alJparticular attention to tUe Va^ie* » 
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and though he still loves their company, he has never 
been known to exceed the bounds of common courtesy in 
his intercourse with them. He was the life and ornament 
of our family circle in town, until the epoch of the 
French revolution, which sent so many unfortunate dan- 
cing^masters from their country to polish and enlighten 
our hemisphere. This was a sad time for Pindar, who 
had taken a genuine Cockloft prejudice against every 
thing French, ever since he was brought to death's door 
by a ragout : he groaned at Ca Ira, and the Marseilles 
Hymn had much the same effect upon him that sharpen- 
ing a knife on a dry whetstone has upon some people — it 
set his teeth chattering. He might in time have been 
reconciled to these rubs, had not the introduction of 
French cockades on the hats of our citizens, absolutely 
thrown him into a fever. The first time he saw an instance 
of this kind, he came home with great precipitation, 
packed up his trunk, his old-fashioned writing-desk, and 
his Chinese ink-stand, and made a kind of growling re- 
treat to Cockloft-hall, where he has resided ever since. 

My cousin Pindar is of a mercurial disposition — a 
humourist without ill-nature ; — he is of the true gun- 
powder temper — one flash and all is over. It is true, 
when the wind is easterly, or the gout gives him a gentle 
twinge, or be hears of any new successes of the French, he 
will become a little splenetic ; and heaven help the man, 
and more particularly the woman, that crosses his hu- 
mour at that moment — she is sure to receive no quarter. 
These are the most sublime moments of Pindar. I 
swear to you dear ladies and gentleman, I would not lose 
one of those splenetic bursts for the best wig in my ward- 
robe, even though it were proved to be the identical wig 
worn by the sage Linkum Fidelius, when he demonstrated 
before the whole university of Leyden, that it was possi- 
Me to make bricks without straw. I have seen the old 
frcntleniuu blaze forth such a volcanic expYoaiotv oi m^,. 
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ridicule and satire, that I was almost tciu])tcd to bclicrr 
him inspired. But these sallies only lasted for a moment, 
and passed like summer clouds over the benevolent sun- 
shine which ever warmed his heart and lighted up his 
countenance. 

Time, though it has dealt roughly with his person, has 
passed lightly over the graces of his mind, and left hini in 
full possession of all the sensibilities of youth. His eye 
kindles at the relation of a noble or generous acti«)n— his 
heart melts at the story of distress— and he is still a warm 
admirer of the fair. Like all old bachelors, however, he 
looks back with a fond and lingering eye on the period of 
his boyhood, and would sooner suffer the pangs of matri- 
mony, than acknowledge that the world, or any thing in 
it, is half so clever as it was in those good old times that 
are " gone by." 

I believe 1 have already mentioned, that with all hia 
good qualities he is a humorist, and a humorist of the 
highest order. He has some of the most intcilcruble 
whim-whams I ever met with in my life, and his odiiit c» 
are suiHcient to eke out a hundred tolerable originals. 
But I vkill not enlarge on them ; enough has been told to 
excite a desire to know more : and I am much mistaken 
if, in the course of half a dozen of our numbers, he don't 
tickle, plague, please, and perplex the whole town, and 
complrtlely establish his claim to the laureatship he has 
solicited, and with which we hereby invest him ; recom- 
mending him and his effusions to public reverence and 

respect. 

Launcelot Langstafi". 
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Yet oft we retrace those bright Tisions again 

Nos mutantur, 'tis true — ^but those visions remain. 

I recall with delight, how my bosom would creep, 

When some delicate foot from its chamber would peep ; 

And when I a neat stocking'd ankle could spy 

— By the sages of old, I was rapt to the sky ! 

All then was retiring — ^was modest— discreet ; 

The beauties, all shrouded, were left to conceit ; 

To the visions which fancy would form in her eye, 

Of graces that snug in soft ambush would lie. 

And the heart, like the poets, in thought would pursue 

The elysium of bliss, which was veil'd from its view. 

We are old-fashion'd fellows, our nieces will say : 
Old-fashioned, indeed, coz — and swear it they may — 
For I freely confess that it yields me no pride, 
To see them all blaze what their mothers would hide ; 
To see them, all shivering, some cold winter's day, 
So lavish their beauties and graces display, 
And give to each fopling that offers his hand, 
Like Moses frt>m Pisgah— a peep at the land. 

But a truce with complaining — the object in view 
Is to offer my help in the work you pursue ; 
And as your effusions and labours sublime 
May need, now and then, a few touches of rhyme, 
I humbly solicit, as cousin and friend, 
A quiddity, quirk, or remonstrance to send : 
Or should you a laureate want in your plan, 
By the muff of my grandmother, I am your man 1 
You must know I have got a poetical mill, 
Which with odd lines, and couplets, aud triplets I fill ; 
And a poem I grind, as from rags wliite and blue 
The paper- mill yields you a sheet fair and new. 
I ema grind down an ode, or an epic that's long, 
loto toaaei, acrostic, coaundrum. or song • 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

PsBHAPS the most fruitful source of mortification to a 
merry writer who, for the amusement uf himself and the 
public, employs his leisure in sketchin(^ odd characters 
from imagination, is, that be cannot flourish his pen, but 
ewtxj Jack-pudding imagines it is pointed directly at 
himself ;<— he cannoty In his gambols, throw a fool's cap 
among the crowd, but every queer fellow insists upon 
patting it on lus own head ; or chalk an outlandish 
figure, but ertry outlandish genius is eager to write his 
own name under it. — However we may be mortified, that 
these men should eadi individually think himself of suf- 
ficient consequence to engage our attention, we should 
not care a rush about it, if they did not get into a passion, 
and complain of lutring been ill used. 

It is not in our hearts to hurt the feelings of one single 
by holding him up to public ridicule ; and if it 
«e lay it down as one of our indisputable facts, 
; BO man can be made ridiculous but by bis own folly. 
As, -iMnMver, we are aware, that when a man by chance 
gtto a ^wack in the crowd, he is apt to suppose the blow 
WM intended exclusively for himself, and so fall into un- 
rsMonable anger, we have determined to let these crusty 
gentry know what kind of satisfaction they are to expect 
from uSf We are resolved not to fi(?ht, for three special 
reasons ; first, because fighting is at all events extremely 
troublesome and inconvenient, particularly at this season 
of the year ; second, because if either of us should hap- 
pen to be killed, it would be a great Ioks to the pubVVc, 
and rob them of many a g^ood laugh we have in alore. ioT 
their sunusement; and third, because if we should ch^ncft 
to kill our advernary, as is moat likely — for we can evcrj 

D 
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No. III.— FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, I8O7, 



As I delight in every thing novel and eccentric, and 
would at any time give an old coat for a new idea, I am 
particularly attentive to the manners and conversation of 
■trangers, and scarcely ever a traveller enters this city, 
whose appearance promises any thing original, but by 
aome means or another I form an acquaintance with him. 
I most confess I often suffer manifold afflictions from the 
intimacies thus contracted : my curiosity is frequently 
punished by the stupid details of a blockhead, or the 
■hallow verbosity of a coxcomb. Now I would prefer at 
any time to travel with an ox-teem through a Carolina 
■mnd-flat, rather than plod through an unmeaning con- 
versation with the former : and as to the latter, I would 
sooner hold sweet converse with the wheel of a knife- 
grinder than endure his monotonous chattering. In 
fact, the strangers who flock to this most pleasant of all 
earthly cities, are generally mere birds of passage, whose 
plumage is often gay enough, I own, but their notes, 
*' heaven save the mark," are as unmusical as those of 
that clastic night bird, which the ancients humorously 
■elected as the emblem of wisdom. Those from the 
■oath, it is true, entertain me with their horses, equi- 
pages, and puns : and it is excessively pleasant to Yveax Oi. 
eouple of these /ovr in hand gentlemen detaW thevc ex- 
ploits orer b bottle. Tbote from the east have ofteu Vu- 
dueedme to doubt the existence of the wiae men ot "jote 

o 2 
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Among the few strangen whose acquaintance has 
entertained me, I particularly rank the magnanimous 
Mustapha Rub-a-dub Keli Khan, a most illustrious cap- 
tain of a ketch, who figured, some time since, in our 
fashionable circles, at the head of a ragged regiment of 
Tripolitan prisoners. His conversation was to me a per- 
petual feast; — I chuckled with inward pleasure at his 
whimsical mistakes and unaffected observations on men 
and manners; and I rolled each odd conceit "like a 
•weet morsel under my tongue." 

Whether Mustapha was captivated by my iron-bound 
physiognomy, or flattered by the attentions which I paid 
him, I won't determine; but I so far gained his confi- 
dence, that, at his departure, he presented me with a 
bundle of papers, containing, among other articles, seve- 
ral copies of letters, which he had written to his friends 
at Tripoli, llie following is a translation of one of them. 
The original is in Arabic- Greek; but by the assistance of 
Will Wizard, who understands all languages, not except- 
ing that manufactured by Psalmanazar, I have been en- 
abled to accomplish a tolerable translation. We should 
have found littie difficulty in rendering it into English, 
had it not been for Mustapha' s confounded pot-hooks 
and trammels. 
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LETTER 

FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN 
Captain or a Kbtch, to Assm Hacchbm, principai. Sx.a 

DRITXR TO HIS HlOBNBSS THX BaSHAW OF TrIPOI.1. 

Thou wilt learn from this letter, most illustrious diad 
of Mahomet, that I have for some time resided in Ni 
York; the most polished, vast, and magnificent cit] 
the United States of America. — But what to me are 
delights ! I wander a captive through its spleni 
streets ; I turn a heavy eye on every rising day that 
holds me banished from my country. The christian h 
bands here lament most bitterly any short absence fir 
home, though they leave but one wife behind to lam 

. their departure ; — what then must be the feelings of 

I '■ unhappy kinsman, while thus lingering at an immeas 

able distance from three-and- twenty of the most lov 
and obedient wives in all Tripoli ! Oh, Allah ! shall 
servant never again return to his native land, nor beh< 
I j ] . his beloved wives, who beam on his memory beautiful 

J J • the rosy mom of the east, and graceful as Mahome 

camel! 
Yet beautiful, oh, most puissant slave-driver, as 

f my wives, they are far exceeded by the women of 1 

country. Even those who run about the streets \( 
bare arms and necks (et ccetera)^ whose habiliments 

I j too scanty to protect them either from the inclemenc] 

the seasons, or the scrutinizing glances of the curio 
and who it would seem belong to nobody, are lovelj 

I i : the houris that people the elysium of true believers. 

then, such as run wild in the highways, and whom 
one cares to appropriatef are thus \)ea»,tieouA; what m 
*e the cbarma of those who arc ahut up m ttve aen^ 
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and never permitted to go abroad ! Sarely the region of 
beauty, the valley of the graces, can contain nothing so 
inimitably fair 1 

But, notwithstanding the charms of these infidel wo- 
men, they are apt to have one fault, which is extremely 
troublesome and inconvenient. Wouldst thou believe it, 
Asem, I have been positively assured by a famous dervise 
(or doctor as he is here called), that at least one fifth part 
of them— have souls ! Incredible as it may seem to thee, 
I am the more inclined to believe them in possession of 
this monstrous superfluity, from my own little experience, 
and from the information which I have derved from 
others. In walking the streets I have actually seen an 
exceeding good looking woman with soul enough to box 
her husband's ears to his heart's content, and my very 
whiskers trembled with indignation at the abject state of 
these wretched infidels. I am told, moreover, that some 
of the women have soul enough to usurp the breeches of 
the men, but these I suppose are married and kept close ; 
for I have not, in my rambles, met with any so extrava- 
gantly accoutred; others, I am informed, have soul 
enough to swear I — yea I by the beard of the great Omar, 
who prayed three times to each of the one hundred and 
twenty-four thousand prophets of our most holy faith, 
and who never swore but once in his life — they actually 
swear! 

Get thee to the mosque, good Asem ; return thanks to 
our moat holy prophet that he has been thus mindful of 
the comfort of all true Mussulmen, and has given them 
wives with no more souls than cats and dogs, and other 
neceaaary animals of the household. 

Thou wilt doubtless be anxious to learn our reception 
in this country, and how we were treated by a people 
whom we have been accustomed to consider as unetiVi^l- 
enad iMrbuiaat. 
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post.* Tlie people of the United States have •ssured me, 
that they themselves are the most enlightened nation 
under the sun ; but thou knowest that the barbarians of 
the desert, who assemble at the summer solstice, to shoot 
their arrows at that glorious luminary, in order to extin- 
guish his burning rays, make precisely the same boast ; — 
which of them have the superior claim> I shall not at* 
tempt to decide. 

I have observed, with some degree of surprise, that the 
men of this country do not seem in haste to accommodate 
themselves even with the single wife which alone the laws 
permit them to marry; this backwardness is probably 
owing to the misfortune of their absolutely having no fe- 
male mutes among them. Thou knowest how invaluable 
are these silent companions ; what a price is given for 
them in the east, and what entertaining wives they make. 
What delightful entertainment arises from beholding the 
silent eloquence of their signs and gestures ; but a wife 
possessed both of a tongue and a soul — monstrous .' 
monstrous ! Is it astonishing that these unhappy infidels 
should shrink from a union with a woman so preposter- 
ously endowed ? 

Thou hast doubtless read in the works of Abul Fang, 
the Arabian historian, the tradition which mentions that 
the muses were once upon the point of falling together 
by the ears, about the admission of a tenth among their 
number, until she assured them, by signs, that she was 

* Thi* is sIm an dlasion to the primitiTe habiu of Mr. Jeffer- 
toB, who, even st the time he was Preaident of America, and on 
ocnaioiM when a little of the ** pomp and circumstance " of officr 
woo^d not hare heen incompatible with that aituation, was accus- 
tomed to dreaa in the plainest Rarb i and when on horseback, to be 
without am attendant : so that he was frequently seen, when the 
pnhlic basiness required his presence, ridintf nione thruufrYi lVi« 
streets of Washington ; and hariug tied iiis horse to a post, wouVA 
euter ihe gorenaieat-boase, utd proceed tu transact tUe busmeaa 
^ttemmtioa. 
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dumb ; whereupon they received her with great rejoicing. 
I should, perhaps, inform thee that there are but nine 
Christian muses, who were formerly pagans, but have 
since been converted ; and that in this country we never 
hear of a tenth, unless some crazy poet wishes to pay an 
hyperbolical compliment to his mistress, on which occa- 
sion it goes hard but she figures as a tenth muse, or 
fourth grace, even though she should be more illiterate 
than a Hottentot, and more ungraceful than a dancing 
bear ! Since my arrival in this country, I have met not 
less than a hundred of these supernumerary muses and 
graces — and may Allah nreserve me from ever meeting 
any more ! 

When I have studied this people more profoundly, I 
will write thee again ; in the mean time watch over my 
household, and do not beat my beloved wives, unless you 
catch them with their noses out at the window. Though 
far distant, and a slave, let me live in thy heart as thou 
livest in mine : — think not, O I Mend of my soul, that 
the splendours of this luxurious capital, its gorgeous pala- 
ces, its stupendous mosques, and the beautiful females 
who run wild in herds about its streets, can obliterate 
thee from my remembrance. Thy name shall still be 
mentioned in the five-and-twenty prayers which I offer 
up daily ; and may our great prophet, after bestowing on 
thee all the blessings of this life, at length, in a good old 
age, lead thee gently by the hand, to enjoy the dignity of 
bashaw of three tails in the blissful bowers of Eden. 

MUSTAPHA. 
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FASHIONS. 

BY ANTHONY EVERGREEN, GENT. 
Turn robbowxive abticx.b is rvmifisBSD mb bt a tovno 

LaDT OB VIVQVB8TIOICABI.B TA9TB, AND WBO 19 TBK OBACLB 

or BAsaioic aivd bbippsbt. Bbino dbbpi.t imitiatbd 

IITTO ALI. TBB MTSTBBIB8 Or TBB TUILBT, 8HB HAS PBO 
MISBD MB, BKOM TIMB TO TIMB, A 8IMILAB DBTAII.. 

Hks. Tools has for some time reigned unrivalled in the 
£uhionable world, and had the supreme direction of capn, 
bonnets, feathers, flowers, and tinsel. — She has dressed 
and undressed our ladies just as she pleased ; now load- 
ing them with velvet and wadding, now turning them 
adrift upon the world, to run shivering through the 
streets with scarcely a covering to their — backs ; and now 
obliging them to drag a long train at their heels, like the 
tail of a paper kite. Her despotic sway, however, threat- 
ens to be limited. A dangerous rival has sprung up in 
the person of Madame Bouchard, an intrepid little wo- 
man, fresh from the head quarters of fashion and folly, 
and who has burst like a second Bonaparte upon the fa- 
shionable world. — Mrs. Toole, notwithstanding, seems 
determined to dispute her ground bravely for the honour 
of old England. The ladies have begun to arrange them- 
selves under the banner of one or other of these heroines 
of the needle, and every thing portends open war. Ma- 
dame Bouehard marches gallantly to the field, flourishing 
a flaming red robe for a standard, *' flouting the skies ;" 
and Mrs. Toole, no ways dismayed, sallies out under ro- 
ver of a forest of artificial flowers, like Malcolm's host. 
Both parties possess great merit, and both deserve lYve 
victory. Mn. Toole chargen the highest, but M^daxcve 
Boaebard wmkea the lowest courtesy. Madame Bo\Mi\v«t^ 



Utile abaR lady— nor li then «nj hop* of het gro"- 
iBfgni but thenahB 11 [ierfectl^trtril»l — and u ia 



It— but Madimc Bcucliud hu ifae longot nou. 



ran, being peiftctlj cool. Tit neck, irmi, tui p 
IuIt tbt elbowi hart, in order that they mnj 
tcMj piinted and niotllod by Ur. John FfMI, no 
itor-gmersl, of the colour of Ciulilo loip. 8ho« 
, Ihg UliDnett that can pouibly bo procured— aa II 



iogt rareJeaaly beapatUred nith miia, lo v^tn ^ 



' the greatest sources of amusement mc\den\. \jck 
D07OII9 knight-errantry, is to ramb\e a>^o\i\. «cvCl 
' ran'oua conjectures of the to\rT\ TC*pccWx\^ o>» 
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a, which should be bordered about three inches 
h the most fashionably coloured mud that can be 
the ladies permitted to hold up their trains, after 
e swept two or three streets, 'in order to show 
.ocks of their stockings. The shawl, scarlet, 

flame, orange, salmon, or any other combustible 
■tone colour, thrown over one shoulder, like au 
ilanket, with one end dragging on the ground. ' * 

—If the ladies have not a red shawl at hand, a red 
t turned topsy-turvy, over the shoulders, would •■ 

la well. This is called being dressed a-la-drabble, '. 

the ladies do not go abroad of a morning, the 
limney-comer dress is a dotted, spotted, striped, 
i-barred gown — a yellowish, whitish smokish, 
loured shawl, and the hair curiously ornamented 
le bits of newspapers, or pieces of a letter from a 
nd. This is called the *' Cinderella dress." 
ecipe for a full dress is as follows; — Take of s\ 

et, crape, satin, gymp, cat-gut gauze, whale-bone, ]• 

bbin, ribands, and artificial flowers, as much as 
out the congregation of a village church : to these 
lany spangles, beads, and gew-gaws, as would be 
t to turn the heads of all the fashionable fair ones 
ca Sound. I^et Mrs. Toole, or Madame, Bouchard, 

I these articles together, one upon another, dash 
entifully over with stars, bugles, and tinsel, and 

II altogether form a dress, which, hung upon r 
•ack, cannot fail of supplying the place of beauty, 
md grace, and of reminding the spectator of thai 
«d region of finery, called Rag Fair. 



bid hatj he hmd furij 



ilj; not thil t1i«7 have ntily conjectured wilhin » 
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like ottnelves. We have no intention, however, of ud- 
dervalmng the abilities of those two yoong men, whom 
we yerily believe, according to common acceptation, 
young men of promise. 

Were we ill-natured, we might publish something that 
would get our representatives into di£Bculties ; but far be 
it from us to do any thing to the injury of persons to 
whom we are under such obligations. 

While they stand before us, we, like little Teucer, 
behind the sevenfold shield of Ajax, can launch unseen 
our sportive arrows, which we trust will never indict a 
wound, unless like his they fly, ** heaven directed," to 
some consciouB-struck bosom. 

Another marvellous great source of pleasure to us is 
the abuse our work has received from several wooden 
gentlemen, whose censures we covet more than ever we 
did any thing in our lives. The moment we declared 
open war against folly and stupidity we expected to re- 
ceive no quarter, and to provoke a confederacy of all the 
blockheads in town. For it is one of our indisputable 
facta, that so soon as you catch a gander by the tail, the 
whole flock, geese, goslings, one and all, have a fellow- 
feeling on the occasion, and begin to cackle and hiss like 
so many devils bewitched. As we have a profound re- 
spect for these ancient and respectable birds, on the score 
o( their once saving the capitol, we hereby declare, that 
we mean no o£fence whatever by comparing them to the 
aforesaid confederacy. We have heard in our walks such 
criticisms on ** Salmagundi," as almost induced a belief 
that folly had here, as in the east, her moments of in- 
spired idiotism. Every silly royster has, as if by an in- 
stinctive sense of anticipated danger, joined in the cry ; 
and condemned us without mercy. All is thus as it 
should be. It would have mortified us very aensM^ Yaj^ 
we been disappoinfed in this particular, as we «\io\A.dL. 
tbea hare been apprebenaive that our shafts had laWeu 



3t of Ihe*' blood or brwDK*^ of a 
T effbrta kiHTC b«D crowned with 
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PROCLAMATION, 

FROM THE MILL OF PINDAB COCKLOFT, ESQ. 

To all the young belles who enliven our scene, 
From ripe fiye-and forty, to blooming fifteen ; 
Who racket at routs, and who rattle at plays. 
Who visit, and fidget, and dance out their days : 
Who conquer all hearts with a shot from the eye, 
Who fireese with a frown, and who thaw with a sigh : — 
To all those bright youths who embellish the age. 
Whether young boys, or old boys, or numskull, or sage 
Whether dull dogs^ who cringe at their mistress* feet, 
Who sigh, and who whine, and who try to look sweet ; 
Whether tough dogs, who squat down stock still in a 

row, 
And play wooden gentlemen stuck up for show ; 
Or aad dog$t who glory in running their rigs. 
Now dash in their sleighs, and now whirl in their gigs ; 
Who riot at Dyde's on imperial champaign, 
And then scour our dty— the peace to maintain : 

To whome er it concerns or may happen to meet. 
By these presents their worships I lovingly greet. 
Now know ye that I, Pindar Cockloft, esquire, 
Am laureate appointed at special desire ;— 
A censor, self-dubb'd, to admonish the fair. 
And tenderly take the town under my care. 

I'm a ci>devant beau, cousin La.inceiot nas said — 
A remnant of habits long vanish'd and dead *. 
But stilJ, tbottgb my heart dwells xith raptUK auViYvvtv^ 
Oa the HubionM and customs whicJV reign^ d \u m'j pT\vi\« \ 
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Ha the fcnule and the guardlBn eoLLghteDed hj ytx 
U ripened, and melbw'd, and AoTtened bj time, 
'lie uperitia poluL'd wbLeh chafed in my prime i 
loi fuily prepu'd for that ddiate end, 

ut'd I17 lie frippery- mongcn ol Fmnte, 
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Expose your weak frames to a chill wintry sky 
To be nipp'd by its frosts, to be torn from the eye; 
My soft admonitions shall fall on yoiur ear — 
Shall whisper those parents to whom you are dear — 
Shall warn you of hazards you heedlessly run, 
And sing of those fair ones whom frost has undone ; 
Bright suns that would scarce on our horizon dawn, 
Ere shrouded from sight, they were early withdrawn 
Gay sylphs, who have floated in drcles below. 
As pure in their souls, and as transient as snow ; 
Sweet roses, that bloom'd and decay'd to my eye. 
And of forms that have flitted and pass'd to the skyt 

But as to those brainless pert bloods of our town, 
Those sprigs of the ton, who run decency down ; 
Who lounge and who loot, and who booby about. 
No knowledge within, and no manners without ; 
Who stare at each beauty with insolent eyes, 
Who rail at those morals their fathers would prize ; 
Who are loud at the play — and who impiously dare 
To come in their cups to the routs of the fair ; 
I shall hold up my mirror, to let them survey 
The flgures they cut as they dash it away ; 
Should my good humour* d verse no amendment produce, 
Like scare-crows, at least, they shall still be of usr 
I shall stitch them, in effigy, up in my rhyme, '^> • 
And hold them aloft through the progress of time, ,] - 
As figures of fun to make the folks laugh, 
Like that queer-looking angel erected by Paff, 
" What shtops," as he says, " all de people what come; 
What smiles on dem all, and what peats on de trum." 
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iHT CocELorr, the only eon and dvliag j>Tide 
Min, Hr, Chcittopher CocUofL I shindd hate 
ij Cockloft, tkt younger, m he so ttjin him- 



CockloflicD, m ^atj old fOUtleaup, who flooruhcd about 
the time that Pliny the elder waa amoked to death with 
Our Sn and brimitoiie of Vowiiu ', and whoae nnla, 
if Aeenr wrote «oy, art now tart lot wBtototwqW. 
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Joremy is at present in his one-and-twentieth year, and 
a yoong fellow of wonderful quick parts, if you will 
trust to the word of his father, who, having begotten 
him, should be the best judge of the matter. He is the 
oracle of the family, dictates to his sisters on overy occa- 
aoon, though they are some dozen or more years older 
than himself : and never did son give mother better ad- 
vice than Jeremy. 

As <dd Cockloft was determined his son should be both 
a adiolar and a gentleman, he took great pains with his 
«diication, which was completed at our university, where 
he became exceedingly expert in quizzing his teachers 
and playing billiards. No student made better squibs 
and craeknrs to blow up the chemical professor— no one 
chalked more ludicrous caricatures on the walls of the 
ecdlege— and none were more adroit in shaving pigs and 
climbing lightning rods. He moreover learned all the 
letter* of the Greek alphabet ; could demonstrate that 
irater never ** of its own accord " rose above the level of 
its aonrce, and that air was certainly the principle of life, 
toot he had been entertained with the humane experiment 
of a cat worried to death in an air-pump. He once shook 
down the ash- house, by an artificial earthquake ; and 
nearly blew his sister Barbara, and her cat, out of the 
window with detonating powder. He likewise boasts 
^xeedingly of being thoroughly acquainted with the 
composition of Lacedemonian black broth ; and once 
made a pot of it, which had well nigh poisoned the whole 
family, and actually threw the cook- maid into convul- 
aions. But above all, he values himself upon his logic, 
has the old eoUege conundrum of the cat with three tails 
at hia fingera* ends, and often hampers his father with 
Us aylogiams, to the great delight of the old gentleman ; 
who conaaders the miyor, minor, and concVmiotv, va 
afanoat equal in MTgumeat to the pulley, the wed^e, «xv^ 
00 lewer, in mecbaaiea. In £act, my couain CockJtfilt 
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^cmDvantiumi fax a Cour, 

TO B> BNTITLKD 

THE STRANGER IN NEW-JERSEY: 

OR, COCKNEY TRAVELLING.* 

Bt Jksbmt Cockloft, the Younger. 

CHAPTER I. 

Thk man in the moon f— preparations for departure — 
hints to travellers about packing their trunks J— straps, 
buckles and bed-cords — case of pistols, & la cockney — 
Ave trunks — three bandboxes — a cocked hat— and a mc- 
dicine-chest, a la francais — parting advice of my two 
utters — quere, why old maids are so particular in their 
cautions against naughty women — description of Powles 
Hook ferry-boats — might be converted into gun-boats, 
and defend our port equally well with Albany slo«ps — 
Brom, the black ferryman — Charon — river Styx— ghosts; 
— Major Hunt — good story— ferryage nine- pence ;— city 

* It i« not a little singular, that this mode of ridiculing the 
gowippiog productions of Sir John Carr, and other tourists of the 
day, sbottld have been successfully adopted, almost at the same 
moment* by two writers placed in different and distant quarters of 
tlie globe._ **My Pocket-Book" appeared in London, only two or 
three weeks aAer the publication of these ** Memorandums " in 
New York — so that neither writer could possibly have borrowtMl 
from the othei^-and by its ingenious pleasantry and poignant 
satire, crushed ■ whole host of book-making tourisu with the 
lodtleas Knight at their head.— ££(. 

f Vide Cmrr^t '* Stnuger in Irsland." t WAc W e\A. 
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f Hanimtts— built on the spot where the folk once 
lanced on their stamps while the devil fiddled ; — qiiere» 
Thy do the Harsimites talk Dutch ? — story of the tower 
f Babel, and confusion of tongues — get into the 8tag»— 
river a wag — famous fellow for running stage racei^— 
illed three passengers and crippled nine in the course of 
is practice— philosophical reasons why stage drivers 
)ve grog — causeway — ditch on each side for folk to tom- 
le into— famous place for skilly-pots i Philadelphians 
all 'em tarapins — roast them under the ashes as we do 
otatoes — quere, may not this be the reason that the 
'hiladelphians are all turtle heads ?— Hackensack bridge 
-good painting of a blue horse jumping over a moun- 
un — wonder who it was painted by ; — ^mem. to ask the 
taron de Gusto about it on my return ; — Rattle-snake- 
lill, so called from abounding with butterflies; — salt 
narsh, surmounted here and there by a solitary hay- 
tack ; — more tarapins — wonder why the Philadelphians 
lon't establish a fishery here, and get a patent for it ? — 
iridge over the Passaic — rate of toll— description of toU- 
loards — toll-man had but one eye — story how it is poS' 
ible he may have lost the other — pence-table, &c.* — 

CHAPTER II. 

'Newark — noted for its fine breed of fat musquitoes— 
ting through the thickest boot f — story about OalHnipers 
-Archer Gifford and his man Caliban— jolly fat fellows 
-a knowing traveller always judges of everything by the 
nn-keepers and waiters ; % — set down Newark people all 
at as butter — learned dissertation on Archer Gifford's 
preen coat, with philosophical reasons why the Newark- 
tes wear red worsted night-caps, and torn their noses to 

• Vide Carr. t Vide Weld. 

t Vide Moore ; Tide Weld ; vide PkrkiaMO ; vide Priest ; vide 
iukum Fideliua; and vide Meesn. Tag, Rag. and BobtaiL 
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tiia Mrath when tlie wind blowa— Newark academy full 
of windows— ranshine excellent to make little boys grow 
— EUsabeth-town — fine girl* — ^vile musquitoes — plenty 
of oystera— quere, have oyster* any feeling ? — good story 
aboot the fox catching them by his tail— ergo, foxes might 
be of great use in the pearl fishery :— landlord member 
of die legislature— treats every body who has a vote — 
mem. all the inn-ke^>ers members of legislature in New 
Jersey; — Bridge-Town, vulgarly called Spank-Town^ 
from a story of a quondam parson and his wife — real 
name, according to linkum Fidelius, Bridge-Town, from 
bridge, a contrivance to get dry shod over a river or 
brook ; and tovon, an appellation given in America to the 
accidental assemblage of a church, a tavern, and a black- 
smith's shop — Linkum as right as my left leg ;— Rahway- 
river— good place for gun-boats — wonder why Mr. Jef- 
fiBrson don't send a river fleet there, to protect the 
hay vessels ; — Woodbridge — landlady mending her hus- 
band's breeches — sublime apostrophe to conjugal affection 
and the £ur sex;* — Woodbridge famous for its crab- 
fishery — sentimental correspondence between a crab and 
a lobster— digression to Abelard and Eloisa; — mem. 
when the moon is in Pisces, she plays the devil with the 
eraba. 

CHAPTER III. 

Bbuwswick— oldest town in the state — division line be- 
tween two counties in the middle of the street ; — posed 
a lawyer with the case of a man standing with one foot 
in each county — ^wanted to know in which he was domicil 
—lawyer couldn't tell for the soul of him — mem. all the 
New- Jersey lawyers nums; — Miss Hay's boarding-school 
—young ladies not allowed to eat mustard — and why ; — 
&t story of a mustard-pot, with a good saying of Ding- 

* Vide the seotiaieaul KoUcbue. 
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Agricoltanl Society— get a premium, perhaps; — com- 
mencement — students give a ball and supper— company 
from New* York, Philadelphia, and Albany — great con- 
test which spoke the best English — Albanians vociferous 
in their demand for sturgeon— Philadelphians gave the 
preferance to racoon* and splacnuncs— gave them a long 
dissertation on the phlegmatic nature of a goose's gizzard 
— students can't dance — always set off with the wrong 
foot foremost — Duport's opinion on that subject — Sir 
Christopher Hatton the first man who ever turned out 
his toes in dancing — great favourite with Queen Bess on 
that account — Sir Walter Raleigh— good story about his 
smoking— his descent into New Spain — El Dorado — 
Candid — Dr. Panglos — Miss Cunegunde — earthquake at 
Lisbon — Baron of Thundertronck — Jesuits — Monks — 
Cardinal Wolsey — Pope Joan — Tom Jefferson — Tom 

Paine, and Tom the whew 1 N. B, Students got 

drunk as usual. 

CHAPTER V. 

Lkpt Princeton— country finely diversified with sheep 
and hay' stacks t — saw a man riding alone in a waggon ! 
why the deuce didn't the blockhead ride in a chair ? fel- 
low must be a fool — particular account of the construc- 
tion of waggons — carts, wheelbarrows, and quail-traps — 
saw a large flock of crows — concluded there must be a dead 
horse in the neighbourhood — mem. country remarkable 
for crows — won't let the horses die in peace— anecdote 
of a jury of crows — stopped to give the horses water — 
good looking man came up, and asked me if I had seen 
his wife ? Heavens 1 thought I, how strange it is that 
this virtuous man should ask me about his wife — story of 
Cun and Abel — stage-driver took a swig — mem. set down 
all the peonle as drunkards — old house Viad vciom otv MNvci 

• VidePriett ♦ Vide Can. 
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bow ; — ^waiter at the city tavern — good story of his 
ling to the purpose — ^never mind— fill up my book 
arr — make it sell. — Saw a democrat get into the 
'ollowed by his dog.* N. B. This town remarka- 
' dogs and democrats — superfine sentimentf— good 
rom Joe Miller — ode to a piggin of butter^-penaiTe 
itiona on a mouaehole — ^make a book aa dear as a 
e! 

Moore t Cmn, 
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No. v.— SATURDAY, MARCH 7» ISO? 



Pub following letter of mj friend Mustapha appears to 
lave been written some time subsequent to the one al- 
■eady published. Were I to judge from its contents, I 
ihould suppose it was suggested by the splendid review 
)f the twenty- fifth of last November ; when a pair of co- 
ours was presented, at the City- Hall, to the regiments 
>f artillery, and when a huge dinner was devoured, by our 
sorporation, in the honourable remembrance of the eva- 
luation of this city. I am happy to find that the laudable 
ipirit of military emulation which prevails in our city has 
attracted the attention of a stranger of Mustapha's saga- 
:ity ; by military emulation I mean that spirited rivalry 
n the size of a hat, the length of a feather, and the gin 
^erbread finery of a sword belt. 



LETTER 

FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 

['O AbOALLAH Eb'n AI. RaHAB, SUmNAMBD THB SnOBBB 
MIX.ITABT 8BNTINBX. AT THB OATB OV BIS 

UiouNBsa' Palacb. 

rBou hast heard, O ! Abdallah, of the great magician, 
tkluley Fuz, who could change a blooming land, blessed 
Krith all the elysian charms of hill and dale, of glade and 
rove, of fruit and flower, into a desert, frig^ktCul^Mlitary, 
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and forlorn ; — who with the wave of his wand could trans- 
form even the disciples of Mahomet into grinning apes 
and chattering monkeys. Surely, thought I to myself 
this morning, the dreadful Muley has been exercising his 
infernal enchantments on these unhappy infidels. Lis- 
ten, O ! Abdallah, and wonder ! Last night I committed 
myself to tranquil slumber, encompassed with all the 
monotonous tokens of peace, and this morning I awoke, 
enveloped in the noise, the bustle, the clangour, and the 
shouts of war. - Every thing was changed as if by magic. 
An immense army had sprung up, like mushrooms, in a 
night ; and all the cobblers, tailors, and tinkers of the 
city had mounted the nodding plume ; had become, in 
the twinkling of an eye, helmeted heroes and war-worn 
veterans. 

Alarmed at the beating of drums, the braying of trum- 
pets, and the shouting of the multitude, I dressed mysell 
in haste, sallied forth, and followed a prodigious crowd ot 
people to a place called the battery. This is so denomi- 
nated, I am told, from having once been defended with 
formidable wooden bulwarks, which in the course of a 
hard winter were Wn/W/y pulled to pieces by an economic 
corporation, to be distributed for fire-wood among the 
poor ; this was done at the hint of a cunning old engi- 
neer, who assured them it was the only way in which 
their fortifications would ever be able tcvkeep up a warm 
fire. Economy, my friend, is the watch-word of this 
nation ; I have been sttidying for a month past to divine 
its meaning, but truly am as much perplexed as ever. 
It is a kind of national starvation ; an experiment how 
many comforts and necessaries the body politic can bo 
deprived of before it perishes. — It has already arrived to 
a lamentable degree of debility, and promises to share 
the fate of the Arabian philosopher, who proved lVv«A. V\& 
could live without food, but unfortunately died y3A\.«A\v« 
liad brought bis_ experiment to perfection. 



>ii irrliliif M the batlar, I fbud u 
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e corporation had carefully provided a soft carpet of 

id, to a magnificent castle of painted brick, decorated 

th grand pillars of pine boards. By the ardour which 

ightened in each countenance, I soon perceived that 

B castle was to undei^ a vigorous attack. As the ord- 

nce of the castle was perfectly silent, and as they had 

thing but a straight street to advance through, they 

ide their approaches with great courage and admirable 

{ularity, until within about a hundred feet of the castle 

ramp opposed a formidable obstacle in their way, and 

A the whole army to a nonplus. The circumstance was 

dden and unlooked for : the commanding officer ran 

er all the military tactics with which his head was 

immed, but none oflTered any expedient for the present 

rfiil emergency. The pump maintained its post, and 

did the commander; — there was no knowing which 

• most at a stand. The commanding officer ordered 

men to wheel and take it in flank ; — the army accord- 

ly wheeled and came full butt against it in the rear, 

rtly as they were before : — " Wheel to the left !*» cried 

officer : they did so, and again as before, the invete- 

pump intercepted their progress. " Right about, 

!" cried the officer : the men obeyed, but bungled — 

fuced back to back. Upon this the bashaw with two 

with great coolness, imdauntedly ordered his men 

ih right forward, pell-mell pump or no pump ; they 

tly obeyed. — After unheard-of acts of bravery, the 

was carried, without the loss of a man, and the 

irmly intrenched itself under the very walls of the 

The bashaw had then a council of war with his 

; the most vigorous measures were resolved on. 

ance guard of musicians were ordered to attack 

le without mercy. — Then the whole band opexv^^ 

Yemendous battery of drums, Met, taxn^K»mTvea 

^petM, and kept up a thundering aaaault, m \i x>cv« 

e the waU» of Jericho, apoV^en of Sn t\ie lewVilCL 
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since the last war ! Oh ! my friend, sorely every thing 
in this country is on a great scale ! The conversation 
insensibly turned upon the military establishment of the 
nation ; and I do assure thee that my friend, the tailor, 
though being, according to the national proverb, but the 
ninth part of a man, yet acquitted himself on military 
concerns as ably as the grand bashaw of the empire him- 
self. He observed, that their rulers bad decided that 
wars were very useless and expensive, and ill befitting an 
economic, philosophic nation ; they had therefore, made 
up their minds, never to have any wars, and consequently 
there was no need of soldiers or military discipline. As, 
however, it was thought highly ornamental to a city to 
have a number of men drest in fine clothes and feathers, 
strutting about the streets on a holiday — and as the women 
and children were particularly fond of such raree shows, 
it was ordered that the tailors of the different cities, 
throughout the empire, should forthworth go to work, and 
cut out and manufacture soldiers as fast as their shears 
and needles would permit. 

These soldiers have no pecuniary pay ; and their only 
recompense for the immense services which they render 
their country, in their voluntary parades, is the plunder 
of smiles, and winks, and nods, which they extort from 
the ladies. As they have no opportunity, like the vagrant 
Arabs, of making inroads on their neighbours, and as it 
is necessary to keep up their military spirit, the town is 
therefore now and then, but particularly on two days of 
the year, given up to their ravages. The arrangements 
are contrived with admirable address, so that every officer 
from the bashaw down to the drum- major, the chief of 
the eunuchs or musicians, shall have his share of that in- 
valuable booty— the admiration of the fair. A« lo Vi\^ 
soldiers, poor animals, they, like the privatea lu aW v^T««X. 
maea, bsve to bear the brunt of danger and ia.V\^^«« 
wMle the oOcen receive all the glory and tcvaid. '^« 

F2 
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narrative of a parade-day will exemplify this more clearly : 
— The chief bashaw, in the plenitude of his authority, 
orders a grand review of the whole army at two o'clock. 
The bashaw with two tails, that he may have an oppor- 
tunity of vapouring about as the greatest man on the 
field, orders the army to assemble at twelve. The kiaya, 
or colonel, as he is called, that is commander of one 
hundred and twenty men, orders his regiment or tribe to 
collect one mile at least from the place of parade at 
eleven. Each captain, or fag-rag as we term them, com- 
mands his squad to meet at ten, at least half a mile from 
the regimental parade ; and to close all, the chief of the 
eunuchs orders his infernal concert of fifes, trumpets, 
cymbals, and kettle-drums, to assemble at ten ! From 
that moment the city receives no quarter. All is noise, 
hooting, hubbub , and combustion. Every window, door, 
crack, and loop-hole, from the garret to the cellar, is 
crowded with the fascinating fair of all ages and of all 
complexions. The mistress smiles through the windows 
of the drawing room ; the chubby chambermaid lolls out 
of the attic casement ; and a host of sooty wenches roll 
their white eyes, and grin and chatter from the cellar 
door. Every nymph seems anxious to yield voluntarily 
that tribute which the heroes of their country demand. 
First struts the chief eunuch, or drum-major, at the head 
of his sable band, magnificently arrayed in tarnished 
scarlet. Alexander himself could not have spurned the 
earth more superbly. A host of ragged boys shout in his 
train, and inflate the bosom of the warrior with tenfold 
self-complacency. After he, has rattled his kettle-drums 
through the town, and swelled and swaggered like a 
turkey-cock before all the dingy Floras, and Dianas, and 
Junos, and Didos of his acquaintance, be repairs to his 
place of destination loaded with a rich booty of smiles and 
approbation. Next cornea the fa^^-Taig, or captain, at 
the head of his mighty band, conaiatin^ o^ OTi*\\«oXfttiWi\., 
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one ensign or mutb, four sergeants, four corporals, one 
drummer, one fifer, and if he has any privates, so much 
the better for himself. In marching to the regimental 
parade, he is sure to paddle through the street or lane 
which is honoured with the residence of his mistress or 
intended, whom he resolutely lays under a heavy contri- 
bution. Truly it is delectable to behold these heroes, as 
they march along, cast side glances at the upper windows, 
to collect the smiles, the nods and the winks, which 
the enraptured fair ones lavish profusely on the magnani- 
naoos defenders of their country. 

The fag-rags having conducted their squads to their 
respective regiments, then comes the turn of the colonel, 
a bashaw with uo tails, for all eyes are now directed to 
him ; and the fag-rags, and the eunuchs, and the kettle- 
drummers, having had their hour of notoriety, are con- 
founded and lost in the militjiry crowd. The colonel 
•eta his whole regiment in motion ; and mounted on a 
mettlesome charger, frisks, and fidgets, and capers, and 
plunges in front, to the great entertainment of the mul- 
titude, and the great hazard of himself and his neigh- 
bours. Having displayed himself, his trappings, his 
horse, and his horsemanship, he at length arrives at the 
place of general rendezvous ; blessed with the universal 
admiration of his country-women. I should, perhaps, 
mention a squadron of hardy veterans, most of whom 
have seen a deal of service during the nineteen or twenty 
years of their existence, and who, most gorgeously equip- 
ped in tight green jackets and breeches, trot, and amble, 
and gallop, and scamper like little devils through every 
street, and nook, and corner, and poke- hole, of the city, 
to the great dread of all old people and sage matrons 
with young children. This is truly sublime! this is 
what I call making a mountain out of a mo\e-\u\i. OVi, 
my friend, on what a great scale is every tkanti m ^X^aa 
fiofiDtrj. It M in the style of the wandering Ax«\>a oi X\x« 
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desert El-tih. Is a village to be attacked, or a hamlet to 
be plundered, the whole desert, for weeks beforehand, is 
in a buzz ; — such marching and counter- marching, ere 
they can concentrate their ragged forces ! and the conse- 
quence is, that before they can bring their troops into ac« 
tion, the whole enterprise is blown. 

The army being all happily collected on the battery, 
though, perhaps, two hours after the time appointed, it 
is now the turn of the bashaw, with two tails, to distin- 
guish himself. Ambition, my friend, is implanted alike 
in every heart ; it prevades each bosom from the bashaw 
to the drum-major. This is a sage truism, and I trust, 
therefore, it will not be disputed. The bashaw fired with 
that thirst for glory, inseparable from the noble mind, is 
anxious to reap a full share of the laurels of the day, and 
bear off his portion of female plunder. The drums beat, 
the fifes whistle, the standards wave proudly in the air. 
The signal is given ! thunder roars the cannon I away 
goes the bashaw, and away go the tails I The review fija- 
ished, evolutions and military manoeuvres are generally 
dispensed with, for three excellent reasons ; — first, be- 
cause the army knows very little about them ; second, 
because as the country has determined to remain always 
at peace, there is no necessity for them to know any thing 
about them : and third, as it is growing late, the bashaw 
must despatch, or it will be too dark for him to get his 
quota of the plunder. He, of course, orders the whole 
army to march : and now, my friend, now comes the tug 
of war, now is the city completely sacked. Open fly the 
battery-gates— forth sallies the bashaw with his two tails, 
surrounded by a shouting body-guard of boys and ne- 
groes ! then pour forth his legions, potent as the pismires 
of the desert ! the cuctomary salutations of the country 
commence — those tokens of joy and admiration which so 
atucb annoyed me on first landing : the air is darkened 
with old /lata, shoes, and dead caU •, lYie^ ^^ Va aVvowex^, 
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like the arrows of the Parthian*. The soldiers, no ways 
disheartened, like the intrepid followers of Leonidas, 
march gallantly under their shade. On they push, 
splash-dash, mud or no mud, down one lane, up another ; 
— the martial music resounds through every street ; the 
fair ones throng to their windows, — the soldiers look 
every way but straight forward. "Carry arms!" cries 
the bashaw — "tanta ra-ra," brays the trumpet — " rub- 
a-dub," roars the drum — "hurraw," shout the ragamuf- 
fins. The bashaw smiles with exultation — every fag-rag 
feels himself a hero — " none but the brave deserve the 
fair!" Head of the immortal Amrou, on what a great 
•cale is every thing in this country ! 

Ay, bttt you'll say, is not this unfair that the officers 
should share all the sports while the privates undergo all 
the fatigue? Truly, my ftiend, I indulged the same idea, 
and pitied from my heart the poor fellows who had to 
drabble through the mud and the mire, toiling under 
ponderous cocked hats, which seemed as unwieldy and 
cumbrous, as the shell which the snail lumbers along on 
hia back. I soon found out, however, that they have 
their quantum of notoriety. As soon as the army is dis- 
missed, the city swarms with little scouting parties, who 
fire off their guns at every comer, to the great delight of 
all the women and children in their vicinity ; and woe 
unto any dog, or pig, or hog, that falls in the way of 
these magnanimous warriors : they are shown no quarter. 
Every gentle swain repairs to pass the evening at the feet 
of his duldnea, to play *' the soldier tired of war's alarms," 
and to captivate her with the glare of his regimentals ; ex- 
cepting some ambitious heroes who strut to the theatre, 
flame away in the front boxes, and hector every old 
apple-woman in the lobbies. 

Such, my friend, is the gigantic genius of tVna ta.^otv, 
and its faculty of BweUing up nothings into vrnpoTtwoLC^* 
Omr buhMw of Tripoli will review his troopt, ol aoxoe 



costume, yet I politely complimented him on his ra 
appearance. 

On entering the room I kept a good look out on V 
expecting to see him exhibit signs of surprise ; but I 
one of those knowing fellows who are never surpriaec 
any thing, or at least will never acknowledge.it. 
took his stand in the middle of the floor, playing with 
great steel watch>chain ; and looking round on the oi 
pany, the furniture, and the pictures, with the air < 
man '* who had seen d— d finer things in his time 
and to my utter confusion and dismay, I saw him on 
pnll out his villanous old japanned tobacco-box, ok 
mented with a bottle, a pipe, and a scurvy motto, i 
help himself to a quid in f^ of all the company. 

I knew it was all in vain to find fault with a feUxm 
Will's socratic turn, who is never to be put oat of 1 
mour with himself ; so, after he had given bis box 
prescriptive rap, and returned it to his pocket, I dx 
him into a comer where he might obaerve the ooo^ 
without beinsr nromii**"* «*»?•-*- ' 
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ehanna ; yoa see abe holds out the red flag in token of 
** no quarter." *' Then keep me safe out of the sphere 
of her attractions," cried Will ; " I would not e'en come 
in contact iK-ith her train, lest it should scorch me like 
the tail of a comet. — But who, I beg of you, is that 
amiable youth who is handing along a young lady, and 
at the same time contemplating his sweet person in a 
mirror as he passes?" His name, said I, is Billy Dim- 
ple; — ^he is a universal smiler, and would travel from 
Dan to Beersheba, and smile on every body as he passed. 
Dimple is a slave to the ladies — a hero at tea-parties, and 
is fiamous at the pirouet and the pigeon-wing ; a fiddle- 
■tick is his idol, and a dance his elysium. " A very 
pretty young gentleman, truly," cried Wizard ; " he re- 
minds me of a contemporary beau at Hayti. You must 
know that the magnanimous Dessalines gave a great ball 
to his court one fine sultry summer's evening ; Dessy 
and I were great cronies ; — hand and glove : — one of the 
moat condescending great men I ever knew. — Such a 
display of black and yellow beauties ! such a show of 
Madras handkerchiefs, red beads, cocks' tails and pea- 
cocks' feathers ! — it was, as here, who should wear the 
highest top-knot, drag the longest tails, or exhibit the 
greatest variety of combs, colours, and gew-gaws. In 
the middle of the rout, when all was buzz, slip-slop, 
dack, and perfume, who should enter but Tucky Squash ! 
The yellow beauties blushed blue, and the black ones 
Uushed as red as they could, with pleasure ; and there 
waa a universal agitation of fans : every eye brightened 
and whitened to see Tucky ; for he was the pride of the 
court, the pink of courtesy, the mirror of fashion, the 
adoration of all the sable fair ones of Hayti. Such 
breadth of nose, such exuberance of lip ! bis shins had 
the true cucumber curve ; — his face in dancing shone \JkA 
a ketUe ; and, provided you kept to windward oi Yivm. Sxv 
muaamer, I do not know a sweeter youth in aW Ua^lV^vcL 



as to dancing:, no ju.^. ,. 

' double- trouble,' or * hoe com aim ^^ 

scientifically : in short, he was a second IjOthanu. 

tlie dusky nymphs of Hayti, one and all, declared bin 

a perpetual Adonis. Tucky walked about, whistlings t< 

himself, without resrarding any body ; and his noncha- 

lance was irresidtible" 

I found Will bad got neck and heels into one of bis 
traveller's stones ; and there is no knowing how far h< 
would have run his parallel between Billy Dimple anc 
Tucky Squash, had not the music struck up from an ad- 
joining apartment, and summoned the company to thi 
dance. The sound seemed to have an inspiring effee 
on honest Will, and he procured the hand of an olc 
acquaintance for a country dance. It happened to 1m 
the fashionable one of ''The devil among the tailors,' 
which is so vociferously demanded at every ball and as- 
sembly : and many a torn gown, and many an imfortU' 
nate toe did rue the dancing of that night ; for Wil 
thundered down the dance like a coach-and-siz, some- 
times right, sometimes wrong ; now running over half i 
score of little Frenchmen, and now making sad inroadi 
into ladies cobweb muslins and spangled tails. As ever] 
part of Will's body partook of the exertion, he shocl 
from his capacious head such volumes of powder, thu 
like pious Eneas on the first interview with Queen Dido 
he might be said to have been enveloped in a cloud 
Nor was Will's partner an insignificant figure in th 
scene ; she was a young lady of most voluminous p 
portions, that quivered at every skip ; and being br 
up in the fashionable style with whalebone, star 
•-^ '"icknin, looked like an apple-pudding tic^ 
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idle ; or, taking her flaming dress into consideration. 
at a bed and bolsters rolled up in a suit of red curtains. 
iTie dance finished. — I would gladly have taken Will oflf, 
but no ; — he was now in one of his happy moods, and 
there was no doing any thing with him. He insisted on 
my introducing him to Miss Sophy Sparkle, a young 
lady unrivalled for playful wit and innocent vivacity, and 
who, like a brilliant, adds lustre to tbe front of fashion. 
I accordingly presented him to her, and began a conver- 
sation, in which, I thought, he might take a share ; but 
no such thing. Will took his stand before her, straddling 
like a colossus, with his hands in his pockets, and an air 
of the most profoimd attention ; nor did he pretend to 
open his lips for some time, until, upon some lively sally 
of hers, he electrified the whole company with a most 
intolerable burst of laughter. What was to be done with 
such an incorrigible fellow ? — To add to my distress, the 
first word he spoke was to tell Miss Sparkle that some- 
thing she said reminded him of a circumstance that hap- 
pened to him in China ; — and at it he went, in the true 
traveller style — described the Chinese mode of eating 
rice with chop sticks ; — entered into a long eulogium on 
the succulent qualities of boiled birds' nests : and I 
made my escape at the very moment when he was on the 
point of squatting down on the fioor, to show how tHb 
little Chinese Joihet sit cross-legged. 
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TO THE LADIES. 
FROM THE MILL OP PINDAR COCKLOFT, ESQ. 

Though jogging down the hill of life, 
Without the comfort of a wife ; 
And though I ne'er a helpmate chose, 
To stock my house and mend my hose ; 
With care my person to adorn, 
And spruce me up on Sunday mom ; — 
Still do I love the gentle sex, 
And still with cares my brain perplex 
To keep the fair ones of the age 
Unsullied as the spotless page ; 
All pure, all simple, all refined, 
The sweetest solace of mankind. 

I hate the loose insidious jest 
To beauty's modest ear addrest, 
• And hold that frowns should never fail 

To check each smooth, but fulsome tale : 
But he whose impious pen should dare 
Invade the morals of the fair ; 
To taint that purity divine 
Which should each female heart enshrine ; 
Though soft his vicious strains should swell, 
As those which erst from Gabriel fell, 
Should yet be held aloft to shame. 
And foul dishonour shade his name. 

Judge then, my friends, oS tay «\it^mtt 
The ire that kindled in my eye»» \ 
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When I relate, that t'other day 

I went a morning call to pay 

On two young nieces, just come down 

To take the polish of the town : 

By which I mean, no more or less, 

Than d la Frangaise to undress ; 

To whirl the modest waltz's rounds, 

Taught by Duport for snug ten pounds. 

To thump and thunder through a song, 

PltLj fortes soft and dolces strong; 

Exhibit loud piano feats. 

Caught from that crotchet-hero, Meetz : 

To drive the rose bloom from the face, 

And fix the lily in its place ; 

To doff the white, and in its stead 

To bounce about in brazen red. 

While in the parlour I delayed, 
mi they their persons had array'd, 
A dapper volume caught my eye. 
That on the window chanc'd to lie : 
A book's a friend — I always choose 
To turn its pages and peruse : — 
It proved those poems known to fame 
For praising every cyprian dame ; — 
The bantlings of a dapper youth, 
Renown'd for gratitude and truth : 
A little pest, hight Tommy Moore, 
Who hopp'd and skipp'd our country o'er; 
Who sipp'd our tea, and lived on sops ; 
Reveird on syllabubs and slops. 
And when his brain, of cobweb fine. 
Was fuddled with five drops of wine, 
Would all his puny loves rehearse, 
And manjamud debauch — in verae. 
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No. VI.— FRIDAY, MARCH 20, I8O7. 



Thb Cockloft family, of which I have made such frequent 
mention, is of great antiquity, if there be any truth in 
the genealogical tree which hangs up in my cousin's 
library. They trace their descent from a celebrated Ro- 
man knight, cousin to the progenitor of his majesty of 
Britain, who left his native country on occasion of some 
disgust ; and coming into Wales, became a great fa- 
vourite of Prince Madoc, and accompanied that famous 
argonaut in the voyage which ended in the discovery of 
this continent. — Though a member of the family, I have 
sometimes ventured to doubt the authenticity of this 
portion of their annals, to the great vexation of cousin 
Christopher, who is looked up to as the head of our 
house ; and who, though as orthodox as a bishop, would 
sooner give up the whole decalogue, than lop off a single 
limb of the family tree. From time immemorial, it has 
been the rule for the Cocklofts to marry one of their own 
name : and as they always bred like rabbits, the family 
has increased and multiplied like that of Adam and Eve. 
In truth, their number is almost incredible ; and you can 
hardly go into any part of the country without starting a 
warren of genuine Cocklofts. Every person of the least 
observation or experience, miut have observed that where 
this practice of marrying cousins, and second cousins, 
prevula in a family, every member, in the course of a 
few generAtiona, becomes queext YramnrauB, and origi- 
««'; as much distinguisbed from Oc^e covcv\x\Qti t^r* qV 
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mongrels, as if he was of a different species. This has 
happened in our family, and particularly in that branch 
of it of which Christopher Cockloft, Esq., is the head. — 
Christopher is, in fact, the only married man of the 
name who resides in town ; his family is small, having 
lost most of his children when young, by the excessive 
caace he took to bring them up like vegetables. This 
was one of his first whim-whams, and a confounded one 
it was ; as his children might have told, had they not 
Sallen victims to his experiment before they could talk. 
He had got, from some quack philosopher or other, a 
notion that there was a complete analogy between chil- 
dren and plants, and that they ought to be both reared 
alike. Accordingly, he sprinkled them every morning 
with water, laid them out in the sim, as he did his gera- 
niums ; and if the season was remarkably dry, repeated 
this wise experiment three or four times of a morn- 
ing. The consequence was, the poor little souls died 
one after the other, except Jeremy and his two sisters ; 
who, to be sure, are a trio of as odd, runty, mummy- 
looking originals, as ever Hogarth fancied in his most 
happy moments. Mrs. Cockloft, the larger, if not the 
better half of my cousin, often remonstrated against 
this vegetable theory ; — and even brought the parson of 
the parish, in which my cousin's country house is situated, 
to her aid ; but in vain : Christopher persisted, and at- 
tributed the failure of his plan to its not having been 
exactly conformed to. As I have mentioned Mrs. Cock- 
loft, I may as well say a little more about her while I am 
in the humour. She is a lady of wonderful notability, a 
warm admirer of shining mahogany, clean hearths, and 
her husband ! who she considers the wisest man in the 
world, bating Will Wizard and the parson of our parisih \ 
the last of whom is her oracle on all occiiAiou«. ^\i« 
goes corutMotJjr to church every Sunday and «amW -d&'^ « 
Mitd matta upon it, titat no man is entitled to ascciTidL «• 

G 2 



she abhors Paganism ; — can scarcely renum trum u»/v^ 
violent hands on a Pantheon when she meets with it } 
and was very nigh going into hysterics when my couun 
insisted that one of his boys should be christened after 
our laureate, because the parson of the parish had told 
her that Pindar was the name of a Pagan writer, famoa 
for his love of boxing-matches, wrestling, and horM- 
racing. To sum up all her qualifications in the shortMt 
possible way, Mrs. Cockloft is, in the true sense of tht 
phrase, a good sort of a woman ; and I often congrmtulatt 
my cousin on possessing her. The rest of the hatSlj 
consists of Jeremy Cockloft, the younger, who hai 
already been mentioned, and the two Miss Cockl(rfts, or 
rather the young ladies, as they have been called by the 
servants time out of mind; not that they are reaUj 
young, the younger being somewhat on the shady side oif 
thirty — but it has ever been the custom to call eveqr 
member of the family young under fifty. In the sooth- 
east comer of the house, I hold quiet possession of an 
old-fashioned apartment, where myself and my elbow- 
chair are suffered to amuse ourselves undisturbed, 
at meal times. This apartment old Cockloft has 
tiouslv denominated Cousin Launce's Paradise ; and tht 
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lofta ; and we are continually enlivened by the company 
of half a score of uncles, aunts, and cousins in the fortieth 
remove, from all parts of the country, who profess a 
wonderful regard for Cousin Christopher ; and overwhelm 
every member of his household, down to the cook in the 
kitchen, with their attentions. We have for three weeks 
past been greeted with the company of two worthy old 
qpinsters, who came down from the country to settle a 
]aw*auit. They have done little else but retail stories ot 
tiieir village neighbours, knit stockings, and take snuff, 
all the time they have been here : the whole family are 
bewildered with church-yard tales of sheeted ghosts, 
white horses without heads, and with large goggle eyes 
in their buttocks ; and not one of the old servants dare 
bodge an inch after dark without a numerous company 
at his heels. My cousin's visitors, however, always re- 
tnm his hospitality with due gratitude, and now and 
tiien remind him of their fraternal regard, by a present 
of a pot of apple sweetmeats, or a barrel of sour cider at 
Christmas. Jeremy displays himself to great advantage 
among his country relations, who all think him a pro- 
digy, and often stand astounded, in " gaping wonder- 
ment," at his natural philosophy. He lately frightened 
a simple old uncle almost out of his wits, by giving it as 
his opinion that the earth would one day be scorched to 
ashes by the eccentric gambols of the famous comet, so 
mneb'talked of ; and positively asserted that this world 
xevohred round the sun, and that the moon was certainly 
inhabited. 

Hie &mily mansion bears equal marks of antiquity 
with its inhabitants. As the Cocklofts are remarkable 
fior their attachment to every thing that has remained 
kmg in the family, they are bigoted towards their old 
edifice, and I dare say would sooner have it croxs^^ 
about thdr ears than abandon it. The oouaes^eneA ^a« 
it hat been ao patched op and repaired, that \t bsA '^- 



^ ^<>».v.o a uiuac perilous groaning ; s 

storm is sure to make a day's work for the c 
who attends upon it as regularly as the family p 
This predilection for every thing that has been Ic 
family, shows itself in every particular. The t 
are all grown grey in the service of our house, 
a little, old, crusty, grey*headed negro, who 1 
through two or three generations of the Cocklo 
of course, has become a personage of no little Im 
in the household. He calls all the family by th( 
tian names; tells long stories about how he 
them on his knee when they were children; i 
complete Cockloft chronicle for the last seveni 
The family carriage was made in the last Frei 
and the old horses were most indubitably foaled in 
ark — resembling marvellously, in gravity of dem 
those sober animals which may be seen any da, 
year in the streets of Philadelphia, walking their 
pace, a dozen in a row, and harmoniously jinglix 
bells. Whim-whams are the inheritanrp nf ♦>»« 
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nion that it is a mere Cockloft whim-wham, which the 
little cur indulges, being descended from a race of dogs 
which has flourished in the family ever since the time of 
mj grandfather. A propensity to save every thing that 
bears the stamp of family antiquity, has accumulated an 
abundance of trumpery and rubbish, with which the 
house is encumbered, from the cellar to the garret ; and 
every room, and closet and comer, is crammed with 
three-legged chairs, clocks without hands, swords with- 
out scabbards, cocked hats, broken candlesticks, and 
looking-glasses with frames carved into fantastic shapes 
of feathered sheep, woolly birds, and other animals that 
have no name except in books of heraldry. The pon- 
derous mahogany chairs in the parlour are of such un- 
wieldy proportions, that it is quite a serious undertaking 
to gallant one of them across the room ; and sometimes 
make a most equivocal noise when you sit down in a 
hurry : the mantel-piece is decorated with little lacquered 
earthen shepherdesses — some of which are without toes, 
and others without noses ; and the fire-place is garnished 
out with Dutch tiles, exhibiting a great variety of Scrip- 
ture pieces, which my good old soul of a cousin takes 
infinite delight in explaining. Poor Jeremy hates them 
as he does poison ; for while a younker, he was obliged 
by his mother to learn the history of a tile every Sunday 
morning, before she would permit him to join his play- 
mates : this was a terrible afifiair for Jeremy, who by the 
time he had learned the last had forgotten the first, and 
was obliged to begin again. He assured me the other 
day, with a round college oath, that if the old house 
stood out till he inherited it, he would have those tiles 
taken out, and ground into powder, for the perfect ha- 
tred he bore them. 

My cousin Christopher ei^oys unlimited authority in 
the mansion of hia forefathers ; he ia trui^ niYiaX td»^\a 
termed s heuty old blade— has a florvd, suniAusii ciOioxi- 



is the more afflicting to me, since I have 
by heart ; and when he enters upon one, i 
of Newark causeway, where the traveller s 
the distance of several miles. To the grc 
of all his acquaintance, cousin Cockloft is 
most provoking retentive memory, and cat 
date, and name and age and circum8tan< 
unfeeling precision. These, however, are 1 
bles, forgotten, or remembered only with a 
respectftd pity, by those who know with w 
dondant harvest of kindness and generosit 
stored. It would delight you to see witl 
gladness he welcomes a visitor into his hoi 
poorest man t^at enters his door, never lea^ 
a cordial invitation to sit down and drink a | 
By the honest farmers round his country 
looked up to with love and reverence ; tht 
him by without his inquiring after the wel 
fiunilies, and receiving a cordial shake o 
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maigte in their own country. This unlucky prejudice is 
partly owing to my great aunt Pamela having been, 
many yean ago, run away with by a French count, who 
turned out to be the son of a generation of barbers ; and 
partly to a little vivid spark of toryism, which burns in a 
secret comer of his heart. He was a loyal subject of the 
erown ; has hardly yet recovered the shock of Indepen- 
dence ; and, though he does not care to own it, always 
does honour to his Majesty's birth-day, by inviting a few 
caTftliers, like himself, to dinner ; and gracing his table 
with more than ordinary festivity. If by chance the re- 
Tolution is mentioned before him, my cousin shakes his 
head ; and you may see, if you take good note, a lurking 
smile of contempt in the comer of his eye, which marks 
a decided disapprobation of the sound. He once, in the 
fulness of his heart, observed to me, that greep peas were 
a month later than they were under the old government. 
Bat the ifiost eccentric manifestation of loyalty he ever 
gaive, was making a voyage to Halifax, for no other reason 
under heaven but to hear his Blajesty prayed for in 
church, as he used to be here formerly. This he never 
could be brought fairly to acknowledge ; but it is a cer- 
tain fiset, I assure you. — It is not a little singular that a 
person, so mudi given to long story- telling as my cousin, 
should take a liking to another of the same character : 
but so it is with the old gentleman — his prime &vourite 
and companion is Will Wizard, who is almost a member 
of the Csmily, and will sit before the fire, with his feet on 
the naassy andirons, and smoke his cigar, and screw his 
phis, and spin away tremendous long stories of his 
travels, for a whole evening, to the great delight of the 
old gmUeman and lady, and especially of the young 
ladies, who, like Desdemona, do " seriously incline," 
and listen to him with' innumerable " O dears,'* " is it 
possibles," "goody gradouses," and look upon him as a 
second Snbad the sailor. 
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The Miss Cocklofts, whose pardon I crave for not 
having particularly introduced them before, are a pair of 
delectable damsels ; who, havintc purloined and locked 
up the family-bible, pass for just what age they please 
to plead guilty to. Barbara, the eldest, has long since 
resigned the character of a belle, and adopted that staid, 
sober, demure, snuff-taking air, becoming her years and 
discretion. She is a good-natured soul, whom I never 
saw in a passion but once ; and that was occasioned by 
teeing Ai old favourite beau of hers kiss the hand of a 
pretty blooming girl ; and in truth, she only got angry 
because, as she very properly said, it was spoiling the 
child. Her sister Margery, or Maggie, as she is familiarly 
termed, seemed disposed to maintain her post as a belle, 
until a few months since ; when accidentally hearing a 
gentleman observe that she broke very fast, she sud- 
denly left off going to the assembly, took a cat into high 
favour, and began to rail at the forward pertness of young 
misses. From that moment I set her down for an old 
maid ; and so she is, "by the hand of my body." The 
young ladies are still visited by some half dosen of 
veteran beaux, who grew and flourished in the haut ton 
when the Miss Cocklofts were quite children, but have 
been brushed rather rudely by the hand of time, who, to 
say the truth, can do almost any thing but make people 
young. They are, notwithstanding, still warm candidates 
for female favour; look venerably tender, and repeat 
over and over the same honeyed speeches and sugared 
sentiments to the little belles, that they poured so pro- 
fusely into the ears of their mothers. I beg leave here 
to give notice, that by this sketch I mean no reflection 
on old bachelors ; on the contrary, I hold, that next to a 
fine lady, the ne plus ultroy an old bachelor is the most 
charming being upon earth ; inasmuch as by living in 
** single blessedness,'* he of course does just as he 
pleases; and if he has any genuu, tuuaI acquire a plenti* 
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All stock of whims, and oddities, and whalebone habits ; 
without which I esteem a man to be mere beef without 
mustard, good for nothing at all, but to run on errands 
for ladies, take boxes at the theatre, and act the part of a 
screen at tea>par«ies, or a walking-stick in the streets. 
I merely speak of those old boys who infest public walks, 
pounce upon ladies from every corner of the street, and 
worry, and frisk, and amble, and caper before, behind, 
and roond about the fashionable belles, like old ponies 
in a pasture, striving to supply the absence of youthful 
whim and hilarity, by grimaces and grins, and artificial 
vivacity. I have sometimes seen one of these " reverend 
youths " endeavouring to elevate his wintry passions into 
something like love, by basking in the sunshine of beauty ; 
and it did remind me of an old moth attempting to fly 
through a pane of glass towards a light, without ever ap- 
proaching near enough to warm itself, or scorch its wings. 
Never, I firmly believe, did there exist a family that 
went more by tangents than the Cocklofts. — Every thing 
is governed by whim ; and if one member starts a new 
freak, away all the rest follow on like wild geese in a string. 
As the family, the servants, the horses, cats and dogs, have 
all grown old together, they have acommodated them- 
selves to each others' habits completely; and though 
every body of them is full of odd points, angles, rhom- 
boids, and ins and outs, yet somehow or other, they 
harmonise together like so many straight lines ; and it 
is truly a grateful and refreshing sight to see them agree 
so well. Should one, however, get out of tune, it is like 
a cracked fiddle, the whole concert is ajar ; you perceive 
a doud over every brow in the house, and even the old 
chairs seem to creak afTectuoso. if my cousin, as he is 
rather apt to do, betray any symptoms of vexation or un- 
easiness, no matter about what, he is worried lo desAi 
with inquiries, which Bttawer no other endbuttodeuioxi- 
stiste tbe good will of the inquirer, and put Yata Vn «^ 



„o — " '"o '^^t c<x)K three huge pinch 
and threw a fourth into the cat's eyes, as he i 
his astonishment by the fire-side. This was 
set the body politic going ; Mrs. Cockloft b< 
dearing" it as fast as tongue could move; 
ladies took each a stand at an elbow of his chai 
marshalled in rear ; the servants came tumblii 
mastiff put up an inquiring nose ; and even ( 
alter he had cleansed his whiskers and finished 
discovered indubitable signs of sympathy, 
most affectionate inquiries on all sides, it tumei 
my cousin, in crossing the street, .had got his a 
inga bespattered with mud by a coach, which 
belonged to a dashing gentleman who had form 
plied the family with hot rolls and muffins I Mrs. 
thereupon turned up her eyes, and the young lai 
nose* ; and it would have edified a whole conf 
to hear the conversation which took place conce 
insolence of upstarts, and the vulgarity of would 
tlemen and ladies, who strive to evm^nrm f.i«~. '- 
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demonstration of his inferiority, Cooper has never been 
able to hold up his head in Philadelphia. 

In order to change a conversation in which my favour- 
ite suffered so much, I made some inquiries of the Pbil- 
adelphian concerning the two heroes of his theatre, Wood 
and Cain: but I had scarcely mentioned their names, 
when, whack ! he threw a whole handful of puns in my 
hte; 'twas like a bowl of cold water. I turned on my 
heel, had recourse to my tobacco-box, and said no more 
•bovt Wood and Cain ; nor will I evermore, if I can help 
it, mention their names in the presence of a Philadel- 
phian. Would that they could leave off punning ! for I 
love every soul of them, with a cordial affection, warm as 
their own generous hearts, and boundless as their hospi- 
tality. 

During the performance, I kept an eye on the counte- 
mince of my friend, the Cockney— because, having come 
all the way from England, and having seen Kemble once, 
on a visit which he made from the button- manufactory 
to Lunnun, I thought his phiz might serve as a kind of 
thermometer to direct my manifestations of applause or 
diaapprobation. I might as well have looked at the back- 
tide of his head ; for I could not, with all my peering, per- 
ceive by his features that he was pleased witii any tiling — 
except bimaelf. His hat was twitched a little on one side, 
as much as to say, " demrae, I'm your sorts :" he was 
socking the end of a little stick; he was "gemnian" 
from head to foot ; but as to his face, there was no more 
expreiaion in it than in the face of a Chinese lady on a 
tea-cup. On .Cooper's giving one of his gunpowder ex- 
plosions of passion, I exclaimed, *'fine, very fine!" 
"Pardon me," said my Mend Snivcrs, "this is damna- 
ble 1 — the gesture, my dear sir, only look at the gesture ! 
how horrible ! Do you not observe that the 'actoi a\a.\>« 
his forehead, whereas, the passion not having airTW-c^dL a.! 
ihe pntper height, he should only have slap^fiV \uft -vvic- 



96 WHIM-WHAMS AND OPINIONS 

ket flap? — This figrure of rhetoric is a most important 
stage trick, and the proper management of it is what pe- 
culiarly distinguishes the great actor from the mere 
plodding mechanical buffoon. Different degrees of pas* 
sion, require different slaps, which we critics have reduced 
to a perfect manual, improving upon the principle adopted 
by Frederic of Prussia, by deciding that an actor, like a 
soldier, is a mere machine : as thus — the actor, for a mi- 
nor burst of passion, merely slaps his pocket-hole ; good ! 
— for a major burst, he slaps his breast ; very good I — 
but for a burst maximus, he whacks away at his forehead, 
like a brave fellow; this is excellent! — nothing can be 
finer than an exit, slapping the forehead from one end oi 
the stage to the other." " Except,'* replied I, " one of 
those slaps on the breast, which I have sometimes ad* _ 
mired in some of our fat heroes and heroines, which make 
their whole body shake and quiver like a pyramid of 
jelly." 

Hie Philadelphian had listened to this conversatimi 
with profound attention, and appeared delighted with 
Snivers' mechanical strictures ; 'twas natural enough in 
a man who chose an actor as he would a grenadier. He 
took the opportunity of a pause, to enter into a I<mg 
conversation with my friend ; and was receiving a pro- 
digious fund of information concerning the true mode of 
emphasising conjunctions, shifting scenes, snuflhig can- 
dles, and making thunder and lightning, better than yon 
can get every day from the sky, as practised at the royal 
theatres ; when, as ill luck would have it, they happened 
to run their heads fidl butt against a new reading. — Now 
this was a " stumper," as our old friend Paddle would 
say; for the Philadelphians are as inveterate new-reading 
hunters as the Cockneys ; and, for aught I know, as well 
skilled in finding them out. The Philadelphian there- 
upon met the Cockney on his own ground ; and at it 
they went, like two inveUiate cv)x% «X «i \Nioa. Smven 



OK LAVMELOT LANfiSTAII', F.Sd. P7 

quctcd Theobald, Hannier, and a ho«t of learned rom- 
mentators, who have pinned theinsolvpH on the sleeve «>f 
Shakftpcare's iminDrtality. and made the old hard, liki- 
(jciicral \\ anhinirtc.i. in (Jenoral Wnshin'clon's life, a 
most diminutive figure in his own book ; — hisj oi)pon«'nt 
chose Johmion for his bottle-holder, and thundered him 
forward like an elephant to Ix^ar down the ranks of the 
enemy. I was not long in discovering; that tlie^e two 
precious judged had got hold of that mdueky passage of 
Shakspeare which, like a straw, has tickled and puxzled 
and confounded many a somniferous buzzard of past and 
present time. Ir was the celebrated wish of l^esdemona, 
that heaven had made her such a man as Othello. 
Snivers insisted, that ** the gentle j>c8dem<ma" merely 
wished for such a man for a husband, which in all con- 
science was a modest wish enough, and very natural in a 
young lady who might possibly have had a predilection 
for flat noses ; like a certain philosophical great man of 
our day.* The Philadelphian contended, with all the 
vehemence of a member of Congress, moving the house 
to have " whereas," or " also," or " neverthcles.'i, " 
struck out of a bill, that the young lady wished heavin 
had made her a man instead of a woman, in order that 
she might have an opportunity of ttininc: the " anthro- 
pophagi, and the men who.ne head^ ilo gr<;w beneath thei' 
shoulders ;" which was a very na'.ural wish, considering 
the curiosity of the sex. On being referred to, I incon 
tinently decided in favour of the honourable luembn 
who spoke last; inasmuch as I thmk it was a very f()oli^!). 
and therefore very natural, wish for a young lady t-i 
make before a man she wi.nhed to marry. It wiis. mop- 
over, an indicati<m of the violent inrlinution sl:<* f«-lf. to 
wear the bree< h'.s, which was afterwards, in all proii- 
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hility. gratified, if we may judge from the title of " our 
Captain's Captain," given her by Cassio, a phrase which, 
in my opinion, indicates that Othello was, at that time, 
most ignominiously henpecked. — I believe my arguments 
staggered Snivers himself, for he looked confoundedly 
queer, and said not another word on the subject. 

A little while after, at it he went again on another 
tack; and began to find fault with Cooper's manner of 
dying; — " it was not natural," he said, for it had lately 
been demonstrated, by a learned doctor of physic, that 
when a man is mortally stabbed, h$; ought to take a 
flying leap of at least five feet, and drop down *' dead as 
a salmon in a fishmonger's basket." — Whenever a man, 
in the predicament above mentioned, departed from this 
fundamental rule, by falling flat down, like a log, and 
rolling about for two or three minutes, making speeches 
all the time, the said learned doctor maintained that it 
was owing to the waywardness of the human mind, which 
delighted in flying in the face of nature, and dying in 
defiance of all her established rules. — I replied, " for my 
part, I held that every man had a right of dying in what- 
ever position he pleased ; and that the mode of doing it 
depended altogether on the peculiar character of the per- 
son going to die. A Persian could not die in peace un- 
less he had his face turned to the east ; — a Mahometan 
would always choose to have his towards Mecca ; a 
Frenchman might prefer this mode of throwing a somer> 
set ; but Mynheer Van Brumblebottom, the Roscius of 
Rotterdam, always chose to thunder down on his seat of 
honour whenever he received a mortal wound. Being 
a man of ponderous dimensions, this had a most electri- 
fying effect, for the whole theatre ' shook like Olympus 
at the nod of Jove.' " The Philadelphian was imme- 
diately inspired with a pun, and swore that Mynheer 
must be great in a dying scene, since he knew how to 
make the most of his lattec end. 
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It is the inveterate cry of stage-critics, that an actor 
does not perform the character naturally, if by chance he 
happens not to die exactly as they would have him. I 
think the exhibition of a play at Pekin would suit them 
exactly ; and I wish, with all my heart, they would go 
there and see one : nature is there imitated with the 
most scrupulous exactness in every trifling particular. 
Here an unhappy lady or gentleman, who happens un- 
luckily to be poisoned or stabbed, is left on the stage to 
writhe and groan, and make faces at the audience, until 
the poet pleases they should die ; while the honest folks 
of the dramatis persona:, bless their hearts ! all crowd 
round and yield most potent assistance, by crying and 
lamenting most vociferously ! The audience, tender 
souls, pull out their white pocket handkerchiefs, wipe 
their eyes, blow their noses, and swear it is natural as 
life, while the poor actor is left to die without common 
christian comfort. In China, on the contrary, the first 
thing they do is to run for the doctor and tchoouc, or 
notary. The audience are entertained throughout the 
fifth act with a learned consultation of physicians, and if 
the patient must die, he does it secundum artem, and 
always is allowed time to make his will. The celebrated 
Chow- Chow was the completest hand I ever saw at kill- 
ing himself ; he always carried under his robe a bladder 
of bull's blood, which, when he gave the mortal stab, 
spirted out, to the infinite delight of the audience. Not 
that the ladies of China are more fond of the sight of 
blood than those of our country ;— on the contrary, they 
are remarkably sensitive in this particular ; and we arc told 
by the great Linkum Fidelius, that the beautiful Ninny 
Consequa, one of the ladies of the emperor's seraglio, once 
fainted away on seeing a favourite slave's nose bleed \ 
since which time refinement has been caxiied \.o «>x<^ ^ 
pitch, tha^ a buskined hero is not allov^ed to tuuVvvc£A<^ 
through the body in the face of the audience. TYve vca- 
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LETTER 

FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KUAN, 

To AaxM Haccbkm, principal Slatk-drivbr to his IIich- 
VMBS TBB Bashaw or Tripoli. 

I PROMISED in a former letter, good Asem, that I would 
furnish thee with a few hints respecting the nature of the 
government ]»y which I am held in durance. Though 
ray inquiries for that purpose have been industrious, yet 
I am not perfectly satisfied with their results ; for thou 
mayest easily imagine that the vision of a captive is over- 
shadowed by the mists of illusion and prejudice, and the 
horizon of his speculations must be limited indeed. I 
find that the people of this country are strangely at a 
loss to determine the nature and proper character oi 
their government : even their dervises are extremely in 
the dark as to this particular, and are continually in- 
dulging in the most preposterous disquisitions on the 
subject ! Some have insisted that it savours of an aris- 
tocracy ; others maintain that it is a pure democracy ; 
and a third set of theorists declare absolutely that it is 
nothing more nor less than a raobocracy. The latter, I 
must confess, though still \vide in error, have come 
nearest to the truth. You, of course, must understand 
the meaning of these different words, as they arc derived 
from the ancient Greek language, and V^espevilii: \o\x^i 
the verbal poverty of these poor m&de\a, "wYio caxvxvo^ 
utter a learned pbnue, without laying the dfta*3LVMv\S*»»«» 



me witb veneration as an oracle. 

Although the dervises differ widely in the pai 
above-mentioned, yet they all ajrreo in termin 
povernnient one of the most jiaciiic in the knowr 
I cannot help pitying their ignorance, and sniil 
times, to see into what ridiculous errors those 
will wander, who are unenlightened by the prec 
Mahomet, our divine prophet, and uninstructcd 
five hundred and forty-nine books of wisdom of t. 
mortal Ibrahim Hassan al Fusti. To call this 
pacific I Most preposterous ! It reminds me of tl 
assumed by the Sheik of that murderous tribe o 
Arabs, that desolate the valleys of Belsadcn, who 
himself '* Star of Courtesy — Beam of the I^Iercy St 

The simple truth of the matter is, that these ] 
are totally ignorant of their own true character ; fc 
cording to the best of my observation, they arc the 
warlike, and, I must say, the most savage nation t 
have as yet discovered among all the barbarians, 
are not onlv af wo* i- *»- 
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nations in existence. Every man who has what is here 
called the gift of the gab, that is, a plentiful stock of ver- 
bosity, becomes a soldier outright, and is for ever in a 
militant state, ITie country is entirely defended vi et 
lingua — that is to say, by force of tongues. The account 
which I lately wrote to our friend the snorer, respecting 
the immense army of six hundred men, makes nothing 
against this observation ; that formidable body being 
kept up, as I have already observed, only to amuse their 
fair countrywomen by their splendid appearance and 
nodding plumes, and are, by way of distinction, deno- 
minated the " defenders of the fair.'' 

In a logocracy, thou well knowest, there is little or no 
occasion for fire-arms, or any such destructive weapons. 
Every offensive, or defensive measure is enforced by 
wordy battle and paper war ; he who has the longest 
tongue or readiest quill is sure to gain the victory ; will 
carry horror, abuse, and inkshed, into the very trenches 
of the enemy, and, without mercy or remorse, put men, 
women, and children, to the point of the — pen ! 

There is still preserved in this country some remains 
of that Gothic spirit of knijrht- errantry which so much 
annoyed the faithful in the middle ages of the Hegira. 
As, notwithstanding their martial disposition, they are 
a people much given to commerce and agriculture, and 
must, necessarily, at certain seasons be engaged in these 
employments, they have accommodated themselves by 
appointing knights, or constant warriors, incessant brawl- 
ers, similar to those who, in former ages, swore eternal 
enmity to the followers of our divine prophet. — These 
knights, denominated editors, or slang-whangers, are 
appointed in every town, village, and district, to carry on 
both foreign and internal warfare, and may be said to 
keep up a constant firing ** in words." O \ ift.^ irv&tA., 
could you but witneas the enormities sovuetvove^ covsi- 
miUed by tbe»e tremendous 8lang-NvUan\geT&, ^Q>« '"'^'^"J 
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♦urljiiii would ris!- .vlrh horror and astonishiucnt. I \in\c 
•-iv.TX tlif^in fxicii'l tlifir ruvasrcs even info th»* ki'rhens of 
their oi-poucnts, and annihilate the very cook with a 
blast ; aud 1 du assure thee, I beheld one of these war- 
rion attack a most venerable bashaw, and at one stroke 
of his pen, lay him open from the waistband of hia 
breeches to his chin ! 

There has been a civil vi-ar carryintr on with great vio- 
lence for some time past, in consequence of a conspiracy, 
amonpr the hi^^her classes, to dethrone his highness the 
present bashaw, and place another in his stead. I was 
mistaken when I formerly asserted to thee that this dis- 
aiTcction arose from his wearing red breeches. It is true 
the nation have long held that colour in great detestation, 
in consequence of a dispute they had some twenty years 
since with the barbarians of the British Islands. The 
colour, however, is again rising into favour, as the ladies 
have transferred it to their heads from the bashaw's 
body. The true reason, I am told, is, that the bashaw 
absolutely refuses to believe in the Deluge, and in the 
story of Balaam's ass ; maintaining that this animal was 
never yet permitted to talk, except in genuine logocracy, 
where, it is true, his voice may often be heard, add is 
listened to with reverence, as " the voice of the sovereign 
people." Nay, so far did he carry his obstinacy, that he 
absolutely invited a professed Antediluvian from the 
Gallic empire, who illuminated the whole country with 
his principles — and his nose.* This was enough to set 
the nation in a blaze ; — everj* slang- whanger resorted to 
his tongue or his pen ; and for seven years have they 
carried on a moat inhuman war, in which volumes of 
words have been expended, oceans uf ink have lieen 

* A f;rntie reproitf dirrruil ag-aiiist Mr. JvflVn>uii, for ihi* indii* 
tTftion be fommittcil in iii%ilinfi Vmuv vt \mvrioa, auil opi-nly 
t-ikinf; him under hia iirotccliuu.— Edit. 
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nor has s^ny mercy been shown to apce, nex, or 
:ion. Fvery day have these slanjr-whanecM Hiade 
s attacks on each other, and upon their respectivo 
ents — discliarging their heavy artillery, consistinfc 
ge sheets, loaded with scoundrel ! villain I liar ! 
! numskull ! nincompoop ! dunderhead ! wiseacre ! 
lead ! jackass ! — and I do swear, by my beard, 
h I know thou wilt scarcely credit me, that in some 
se skirmishes the gra/id bashaw himself has been 
ly pelted ! — yea, most ignominiously pelted ! — and 
vre these talking desperadoes escaped without the 
tado! 

try now and then a slang-whan<;:er, who has a longer 
or rather a longer tongue than the rest, will elevate 
.ece and disipharge a shot quite across the ocean, 
id at the head of the Emperor of France, the King 
tgland, or, wouldst thou believe it, O ! Ascm, even 
Sublime Highness the Bashaw of Tripoli ! Tliese 
neces are loaded with single ball, ow language, as 
; ! usurper ! robber ! tiger ! monster ! and thou 
(t well suppose they occasion great distress and 
y in the camps of the enemy, and are marvellously 
ing to the crowned heads at which they are directed, 
lang-whanger, though perhaps the mere champion 
illage, having fired otf his shot, struts about with 

self-congratulation, chuckling at the prodigious 
! he must have occasioned, and seems to ask of 
stranger, " Well, sir, what do they think of me in 
)C ?"♦ This is sutBcient to show you the manner in 

le safe Mimtapha, wht-o he wrote the above pn*^gra^h, kau 
Ijr in his eye the followinjc r.nerdote — related i-ithtr l»y Lin- 
idelius, or Jos«fphu!i Milleriiis, vuli^nrly cnlled Juo Miller 
tious memory : — I he captain of a ii1ave-v«>ssel, ou \im fVnv 
( on the coaat of Gninvu, oixrr^ed, under a pn\Tn-lTci:« n. 
rhifsf, ^ittinc inoHt fnMi<-stiraily wn a stump, >*\>»W fwo 
, with \»itodrit */>i><.;i», MiTi- ddiiiiiiiiitcring h\» \a\oac»<x 
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tliim what ihEif pcrfHtly know ulniul;. Tlicn II 
tulk (bout lUfl iiuuiUty of wonli tUu hr id br i 
pulci aboul tht coiRciiitn auil alwnlion of " if n 
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shall contain ; and then another, most probably, in con- 
cluding whether it shall be carried to the bashaw on 
foot, on horseback, or in coaches. Having settled this 
weighty matter, they next fall to- work upon the message 
itself, and hold as much chattering over it as so many 
magpies over an addled egg. This done, they divide the 
message into small portions, and deliver them into the 
hands of little juntos of talkers, called committees ; these 
juntos have each a world of talking about their respective 
paragraphs, and return the results to the grand divan, 
which forthwith falls to and retalks the matter over more 
earnestly than ever. Now after all, it is an even chance 
tiiat the subject of this prodigious arguing, quarrelling, 
and talking, is an affair of no importance, and ends en- 
tirely in smoke. May it not then be said, the whole na- 
tion have been talking to no purpose ? The people, in 
fact, seem to be somewhat conscious of this propensity 
tu talk, by which they are characterized, and have a fa- 
vourite proverb on the subject, viz., *' all talk and no 
cider :'* this is particularly applied when their congress, 
ur assembly of all the sage chatterers of the nation, have 
chattered through a whole session, in a time of great peril 
and momentous event, and have done nothing but ex- 
hibit the length of their tongues and the emptiness of 
tbeir heads. This has been the case more than unce, my 
fnend ; and to let thee into a secret, I have been told in 
confidence, that there have been absolutely several old 
women smuggled into congress from different parts of 
the empire, who, having once got on the breeches, as 
thou mayest well imagine, have taken the lead in debate, 
and overwhelmed the whole assembly with their garru- 
li^l — For my part, as times go, I do not see why old 
women should not be as eligilde to public councils as old 
men who possess their dispositions ; they cett^mVN ^t« 
eminently possessed of the qualincations xcquvavXA Xo %^^- 
▼eni in * logocncy. 
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qualified for his station. He is a man of superlative 
ventosity, and comparable to nothing but a huge bladder 
of wind. He talks of vanquishing all opposition by the 
force of reason and philosophy ; throws his gauntlet at 
all the nations of the earth, and defies them to meet him 
— on the field of argument ! — Is the national dignity in- 
sulted, a case in which his Highness of Tripoli would 
immediately call forth his forces ; — the Bashaw of Ame- 
rica — utters a speech. Docs a foreign invader molest 
the commerce in the very mouth of the harbours— an 
insult which would induce his Highness of Tripoli to 
order out his fleets ; — his Highness of America — utters a 
speech. Are the free citizens of America dragged from 
on board the vessels«of their country, and forcibly de- 
tained in the war ships of another power ; — his highness 
— utters a speech. Is a peaceable citizen killed by the 
marauders of a foreign power, on the very shores of his 
dbuntry ; — his highness — utters a speech. Does an 
alarming insurrection break out in a distant part of the 
empire; — his highness — utters a speech! — Nay, more, 
for here he shows his *' energies;" — he most intrepidly 
despatches a courier on horseback, and orders him to 
ride one hundred and twenty miles a day, with a moHt 
formidable army of proclamations, t. e. a collection of 
words, packed up in his saddle bags. He is instructed 
to show no favour nor affection ;> but to charge the thick- 
est ranks of the enemy, and to speech'vfy and batter by 
words the conspiracy and the conspiratorsout of existence. 
Heavens, my friend, what a deal of blustering is here ! 
It reminds me of a dunghill cock in a farm-yard, who, 
having accidently in his scratchings found a worm, im- 
mediately begins a most vociferous cackling — calls around 
him his hen-hearted companions, who run chattering 
f.'om all quarters to gobble up the poor little vfotva \Xv^V 
happened to turn under bis eye. Oh, Asem, Xst'.ttvX ox\ 
w/ut a prodigious great scale is every t\\\n^ vxv \\vv* 
eouatry ! 
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Tims, then, I conclude my observations. The infi 

nations have each a separate characteristic trait, 

which they may be distinguished from each other ; — 

Spaniards, for instance, may be said to sleep upon e^ 

affair of importance ; — the Italians to fiddle upon ev 

thing ; — the French to dance upon every thing ; — 

Germans to smoke upon every thing; — the Brit 

Islanders to eat upon every thing; — and the wu 

subjects of the American logocracy, to talk upon et 

thing. 

Ever thine, 

MUSTAPHA 



FROM THE MILL OF PINDAR COCKLOFT, El 

How oft in musing mood my heart recalls, 
From grey-beard father Time's oblivious halls, 
The modes and maxims of my early day, 
Long in those dark recesses stowed away ; 
Drags once more to the cheerful realms of light 
Tliose buckram fashions long since lost in night. 
And makes, like Endor's witch, once more to rise 
My grogram grandames to my raptured eyes ! 

Shades of my fathers ! in your pasteboard skirts. 
Your broidercd waistcoats and your plaited shirts. 
Your formal bag-wigs — wide-extended cuff's. 
Your five-inch chitterlings and nine-inch ruff's ! 
Gods ! how ye strut, at times, in all your state. 
Amid the visions of my thoughtful pate ; 
I see ye move the solemn minuet o'er, 
Tlie modest foot scarce rising from the floor ; 
No thundering rigadoon with boisterous prance. 
No pigeon-wing disturb "yoxxt contre-daTMe. 
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But silent as the gentle Lethe's tide, 
Adown the festive maze ye peaceful glide ! 

Still in my mental eye each danif appears— 
Each modest beauty of departed years ; 
Close by mamma I see her stately march. 
Or sit, in all the majesty of starch ; 
When for the dance a stranger seeks her hand, 
I sec her doubting, hesitating, stand ; 
Yield to his claim with most fastidious grace. 
And sigh for her intended in his place ! 

Ah ! golden days ! when every gentle fair 
On sacred Sabbath conned with pious care ^ 

Her Holy Bible, or her prayer-book o'er. 
Or studied honest Bunyan's drowsy lore. 
Travelled with him the Pilgrim's Progress through. 
And stormed the famous town of Alan- Soul too ; 
Beat Eye and Ear-gate up with thundering jar, 
And fought triumphant through the Holy War ; 
Or if, perchance, to lighter works inclined. 
They sought with novels to relax their mind, 
*Twa8 Grandison's politely formal page, 
Or Clelia or Pamelia were the rage. 

No plays were then — theatrics were unknown, — 
A learned pig — a dancing monkey shown — 
The feats of Punch — a cunning juggler's sleight. 
Were sure to fill each bosom with delight. 
An honest, simple, humdrum race we were, 
Undazzled yet by fashion's wildering glare ; 
Our manners unresen-ed, devoid of guile, 
We knew not then the modem monster style. 
Style, that with pride each empty bosom swells, 
Puffs boys to manhood, little girls to \)e\'.e&. 



blDdd eloiw in mj f^. 
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In glowing colours paints Calista's wrongs, 
And with voluptuous scenes the tale prolongs. 
When Cooper lends his fascinatintr powers, 
Decks vice itself in bright alluring: flowers ; 
Pleased with his manly grace, his youthful fire, 
Our fair are lured the villain to admire ; 
While humbler virtue, like a stalking-horse, 
Struts clumsily and croaks in honest Morse. 

Ah, hapless day ! when trials thus combined, 
In pleasing garb assail the female mind; 
When every smooth insidious snare is spread 
To sap the morals and delude the head ; 
Not Shadrach, Meshach, and Abcdnego, 
To prove their faith and virtue here below. 
Could more an angel's helping hand require, 
To guide their steps uninjured through the fire ; 
Where had but heaven its guardian aid denied. 
The holy trio in the proof had dfed. 
If, then, their manly vigour souglit supplies 
From the bright stranger iti celestial guise, 
Alas ! can we from feebler natures claim 
To brave seduction's ordeal free from blame ; 
To pass through fire unhurt like golden ore, 
Though angel missisms bless the earth no more ! 



NOTES, BY WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ. 

' Waltz. — As many of the retired matrons of this city, 
inskilied in " gestic lore," are doubtless ignorant of the 
aovements and figures of this modest exhibition, I will 
adeavour to give some account of it, in order 1\\«A. Wx^.^ 

ay learn what odd capers their daugVitcT% «OTcv«t\vvcv<ii!. 

\t, when from under their guardian win^*. — Owa *^>i- 

I 
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mil beinp trivon by the music, the gentleman s'jizes the 
lii'iy round her waist ; the lady, scorning to be outdone 
ill courtesy, very politely tai;es the gentleman round the 
neck, with one arm resting against his shoulder to pre- 
vent encroachments. Away then they go, about, and 
about, and about — "About what, sir?" — About the 
room, madam, to be sure. The wJiole economy of this 
dsmce consists in turning round and round the room in 
a certain measured step ; and it is truly astonuhing, 
that this continued revolution does not set all their 
heads swimming like a top ; but I have been positively 
aiisured, that it only occasions a gentle sensation, which 
is marvellously agreeable. In the course of this circum- 
navigation, the danq^rs, in order to give the charm of 
variety, are continually changing their relative situa- 
tions:— now the gentleman, meaning no harm in the 
world, I assure you, madam, carelessly flings his arm 
about the lady's neck, with an air of celestial impu- 
dence; and anon, the lady, meaning as little barm as 
the gentleman, takes him round the waist with most 
ingenuous modest languishment, to the great delight 
of numerous spectators and amateurs, who generally 
form a ring, as the mob do about a pair of amazons 
pulling caps, or a couple of fighting mastiffs. — After 
continuing this divine interchange of hands, arms, et 
cetera, for half an hour or so, the lady begins to tire, 
and \iith "eyes upraised,'* in most bewitching langour, 
petitions her partner for a little more support. This is 
alwa} s given without hesitation. The lady leans gently 
on his shoulder ; their arms intwiue in a thousand se- 
ducing mischievous curves — don't be alarmed, madam 
— closer and closer they approach each other, and, in 
conclusion, the parties being overcome with ecstatic 
fatigue, the lady seems almost sinking into the gentle- 
:ijan's arms, and then — "Wd\, %\x\ what then?" — 
^ord ! madam, ho'.v should l\wvov,\ 
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' My friend Pindar, and in fact our whole junto, has 
been accused of an unreasonable hostility to the Fronrli 
nation ; and I am informed by a P.irininn rorn-spdndont, 
that our first number played the very devil in tho Court 
of St. Cloud. His imperial Majesty got into a UioHt 
outrageous passion, and being withal a wanpish little 
gentleman, had nearly kicked his bosom friend, Talley- 
rand, out of the cabinet, in the paroxysms of his wrath. 
He insisted upon it that the nation was assailed in its 
most vital part — being, like Achilles, extreme v sensitive 
to any attacks upon the heel. When my correspon* 
dent sent oflf his despatches, it was still in doubt what 
measures would be adopted; but it was strongly sus- 
pected that vehement representations would be made to 
our government. Willing, therefore, to save our execu- 
tive from any embarrassment on the subject, and above 
all, from the disagreeable alternative of sending an 
apology by the Hornet, we do assure Mr. Jefl'erson, that 
there is nothing farther Arom our thoughts than the Fub- 
version of the Gallic Empire, or any attack on the in- 
terest, tranquillity, or reputation of the nation at large, 
which we seriously declare possesses the highest rank in 
our estimation. Nothing less than the national welfare 
could have induced us to trouble ourselves with this 
explanation ; and in the name of the junto, I once more 
declare, that when we toast a Frenchman, we merely 
mean one of those inconnus, who swarmed to this coun- 
try, from the kitchens and barbers' shops of Nantz 
Bourdeaux, and Marseilles ; ])layed the guuie of leap- 
frog at all our balls and as»emblies ; set this un- 
happy town hopping mad ; and passed themselves <ifr 
on our tender-hearted damsels, for unfortunate noble- 
men — ruined in the revolution ! — Such only can wince 
at the laah, anil accuse us of severity ; and v(<£ «\vQi\3\<\ 
be mortified in tlic extreme if they iVid nol iccV \xv vjvW- 
wtended cMtigr&tioii. 

I 2 
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No. VIII.— SATURDAY, APRIL IK. ISO; 



BY ANTHONY EVKRGREEN, GENT. 

** In all thy humours, whether irravr or inell«»w. 
Thou 'ft «urh a touchy, testy, plcasaut iellow ; 
I last so much wit, and mirth, and spleen about th<>e, 
'I here is no living with thte — or without thi-e." 

" Never, in the memory of the oldest inhabitant, han 
there been known a more backward upring." — This is 
the universal remark among the almanac quidnuncs, 
and weather- wiseacres of the day ; and I have heard it 
at least fifty-five times from old Mrs. Cockloft, who, 
poor woman, is one of those walking almanacs that 
fortell every snow, rain, or frost, by the shooting of 
cf»rn!«, a pain in the hones, or an " ugly stitch in the 
side." I do not recollect, in the whole course of my life, 
to have seen the month of jMarch indulge in such untoward 
capers, caprices and coquetries as it has done this year : 
I might have forgiven these vagaries, had they not com- 
pletely knocked up my friend Langstaff, whose feelings 
are ever at the mercy of a weathercock, whose spirits 
•ink and rise with the mercury of a barometer, and to 
whom an east wind is as obnoxious as a Sicilian sirocco. 
He was tempted some time since, by the fineness of the 
weather, to dress himself with more than ordinary care, 
and take his morning stroll; but before he had half 
finished his peregrinations, he was utterly discomfited, 
and driven home by a tremendous squaiV oi vimd, Yv^'Cl, 
rain, and snow ; or, as he testily teriaed it, " a. taoiX. 
rUJaaous eongregatioa of vapours." 



I old Pompsf i> He anlj imil tbu on 

IhCrt CCduLonB tbert a not ■ itnw*i 
n theui) for Pojupe^ li m gliun kdd 
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complacency of his ancctor, Sir Rowland, who was a 
daahing buck in the days of Hardiknute, and broke the 
head of a gngrantic l)an(?. at a pame of (juartpr-stafT, in 
presence of the whole court. In memory of this gallant 
exploit, Sir Ilowland whs permitted to take the name of 
l^angstoffe, and to assume, as a crest to his arms, a hand 
grasping a cudgel. It is, however, a foible so ridiculously 
common in this country, for people to claim consanguinity 
with aU the great personages of their own name in 
Europe, that I should put but little faith in this family 
boast of friend I^angstaff, did I not know him to be a 
man of moat unquestionable veracity. 

The whole world knows already that my friend is a 
bachelor ; for he is, or pretends to be, exceedingly proud 
of bis personal independence, and takes care to make it 
known in all companies where strangers are present. 
He is for ever vaunting the precious state of " single 
blessedness;" and was, not long ago, considerably 
startled at a proposition of one of his great favourites. 
Miss Sophy Sparkle, " that old bachelors should he. taxed 
as luxuries." — Launcelot immediately hied him lu)me, 
and wrote a tremendous long re])resentation in their be- 
half, which I am resolved to publish if it is ever attempted 
to carry the measure into operation. Whether he is sin- 
cere in these professions, or whether his present situation 
ia owing to choice or disappointment, he only can tell ; 
but if he ever does tell, I will suffer myself to be shot by 
the first lady's eye that can twang an arrow. In his 
youth be was for ever in love ; but it was his misfortune 
^o be continually crossed and rivalled by his bosom 
riend and contemporary beau, Pindar Cockloft, Esq. ; 
^T as Langstaff never made a confidant on these occa- 
ons, his friend never knew which way his affections 
)inted ; and so, between them, the lady generally *\\^- 
(l through their fingers. 
It has ever been the misfortune of LoonceXol, ^'••V ^^* 
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tation as a ].oet, and the lady's an a saint, one of t 
confounded good thouprhts struck his lauf^hter-lo 
brain ; — it was irrcsiHtihlc— away he went, full »w 
before the wind, cutting and Hlusliing, and tickled 
death with his own fun ; the consequence was, that 
the time he had finished, never was poor lady so mo 
ludicrously lampooned since lampooning came into (u 
■hion. — But this was not half; — so hugely was I^aun 
celot pleased with this frolic of his wits, that nothing 
nrould do but he must show it to the lady, who, as well 
■he might, wa« mortally offended, and forbad him her 
presence. My friend was in despair, but through the 
interference of his generous rival, was permitted to make 
his apology, which, however, most unluckily happened 
to be rather worse than the original offence ; for though 
he had studied an elo(|uent compliment, yet as ill-luck 
nrould have it, a most preposterous whim- wham knocked 
it his pericranium, and inspired him to say some con- 
ummate good thini^s, which all put together amounted 
) a downright hoax, and provoked the lady's wrath to 
icb a degree, that sentence of eternal banishment was 
'arded against him. 

Itauncelot was inconsolable, and determined, in the 
I style of novel heroics, to make the tour of Europe, 
endeavour to lose the recollection of this misfortune 
n^st the gaieties of France, and the classic charms 
aly : he accordingly took passage in a vessel, and 
'ed his voyage prosperously as far as Sandy- Hook, 
he was seized with a violent fit of sea-sickness ; 
ch he was so affronted, that he put his portman- 
ito the fir^t pilot-boat, and returned to town, 
ely cured of his love, and his rage for travelling:. 
< over the subsei^uent amours of my friend Lang- 
ing but little accjuainted with them ; for, «» \ 
lady mentioned, he never waa \ttvoN9iv \Xi xavJ*.^ 
It of any body. He alwaya affivnued, «. tnaxv 



_. — *. pcity miseries of human life;" y 
evils and misfortunes he bears vi-ithout sh 
however they may prey in secret on his h 
never complains. This was strikingly ev 
alTair where his heart was deeply and irre 
earned, and in which his success was ruinei 
whom he had long cherished a warm frien 
circumstance cut poor Langstaffto the veryi 
not seen in company for months afterwardi 
long time he seemed to retire within himself, 
with the poignancy of his feelings ; but no 
or a reproach was heard to fall from his li 
at the mention of his friend's name, a shade 
choly might be observed stealing across hit 
his voice assumed a touching tone, that seet 
he remembered his treachery ** more in so 
in anger." This affair has given a sligh^ tir 
ness to his disposition, which, however, does t 
his entering into the amusements of the v 
only effect it occasions is. t>»«* •""- - 
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tbe rattling of a wheel-harrow is '* horrible ;*' the noi« 

of children " drives him distracted ;" and he once lef 

Excellent lodgings, merely because the lady of the housf 

«rorc high-heeled shoes, in which she clattered up and 

lown stairs, till, to use his own emphatic expression, 

'they made life loath.Hornc " to him. He suffers annual 

nartjrrdom from the razor-edged zephyrs of our " balmy 

ipring," and solemnly declares that the boasted month 

if May, has become a perfect "vagabond." As some 

>eople have a great antipathy to cats, and can tell when 

me is locked up in a closet, so Launcelot declares his 

eelings always announce to him the neighbourhood of a 

>room; a household implement which he abominates 

ibore all others. Nor is there any living animal in the 

vorld that he holds in more utter abhorrence than what 

• usually termed a notable housewife ; a pestilent being, 

rho, he protests, is the bane of good fellowship, and has 

heavy charge to answer for the many offences commit- 

*.d against the ease, comfort, and social enjoyments of 

*vereign man. He told me, not long ago, " that he had 

ther see one of the weird sisters flourish through his 

f-hole on a broom-stick, than one of the servant maids 

tcr the door with a besom." 

tf y h-iend Launcelot is ardent and sincere in his attach- 

its, which are confined to a chosen few, in whose so- 

Y he loves to give free scope to his whimsical imagi- 

on; he, however, mingles freely with the world, 

gh more as a spectator than an actor ; and without 

aziety, or hardly a care to please, is generally re- 

i with welcome, and listened to with complacency. 

1 he extends his hand, it is in a ft-ee, open, liberal 

and when you shake it, you feel his honest heatt 

in its pulsations. Though rather fund of gay exhi- 

I, he does not ap]>ear so frequent, at balls and 

dies since the introduction of the druxci^ toxmv^l, 

iibourine; ail of which he a\)\iOTa oti w^coxmK. *A 
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tions and illustrations of the worthy professor of our col» 
lege, in the middle of which I generally had the ill luck 
to fiill asleep. 

This same word style, though but a diminutive word, 
assumes to itself more contradictions, and signiMcations, 
and eccentricities, than any monosyllable in the language 
is legitimately entitled to. It is an arrant little humor- 
ist of a word, and full of whim-whams, which occasions 
me to like it hugely ; but it puzzled ma most wick<-dly on 
my first return from a long residence abroad, having 
crept into fashionable use during my absence ; and had 
it not been for friend Evergreen, and that thrifty sprig of 
knowledge, Jeremy Cockloft the younger, I should have 
remained to this day ignorant of its meaning. 

Though it would seem that the people of all countries 
are equally vehement in the pursuit of this phantom 
style, yet in almost all of them there is a strange diversity 
in opinion as to what constitutes its essence ; and every 
different class, like the pagan nations, adore it under a 
different form. In England, for instance, an honest cit 
packs up himself, his family and his style in a buggy or 
tim whisky, and rattles away on Sunday with his fair 
partner blooming beside him, like an eastern bride, and 
two chubby children, squatting like Chinese images at his 
feet. A baronet requires a chariot and pair ; — a lord 
must needs have a barouche and four ; — but a duke — oh ! 
a duke cannot possibly lumber his style along under a 
coach and six, and half a score of footmen into the bar- 
gain. In China a puissant mandarin loads at least three 
elephants with style ; and an overgrown sheep at the 
Cape of Good- Hope, trails along his tail and his style on 
a wheel-barrow. In Egypt, or at Constantinople, style 
consists in the quantity of fur and fine clothes a lady can > 
put on without danger of suffocation '. here \t \a o\}cv«t- 
wi«e, and consists in the quantity she ca'n.putoSN«\VXvo\\\. 
the risk of freezing. A Chinese lady is t\iou^\v\. \»Tot^\^^ 
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of her charms if she exposes the tip of her nose, or the 
ends of her fingers, to the ardent gaze of by-standers; 
and I recollect that all Canton was in a buzz in conse- 
quence of the great belle Miss Nangfous peeping out of 
the window with her face uncovered ! Here the style is 
to show not only the face, but the neck, shoulders, &c. ; 
and a lady never presumes to hide them, except when 
she is not at home, and not sufSciently undressed to 
see company. 

This style has ruined' the peace and harmony of many 
a worthy household ; for no sooner do they set up for 
style, but instantly all the honest old comfortable satu 
ceremonie furniture is discarded : and you stalk, cauti- 
ously about, amongst the uncomfortable splendour of 
Grecian chairs, Egyptian tables, Turkey carpets, and 
Etruscan vases. This vast improvement in furniture de- 
mands an increase in the domestic establishment ; and a 
family that once required two or three servants for conve- 
nience, now employs half a dozen for style. 

Bell-Brazen, late favourite o** my unfortunate friend 
Dessalines, was one of these patterns of bf:yle ; and what- 
ever freak she was seized with, however preposterous, 
was implicitly followed by all who would be considered 
as admitted in the stylish arcana. — She was once seized 
with a whim- wham that tickled the whole court. She 
could not lie down to take an afternoon's loll, but she 
must have one servant to scratch her head, two to tickle 
her feet, and a fourth to fan her delectable per§on while 
she slumbered. The thing took ; — it became the rage, 
and not a sable belle in all Hayti but what insisted upon 
being fanned, and scratched, and tickled, in the true 
imperial style. Sneer not at this picture, my most ex- 
cellent townsmen ; for who among you but are daily 
following fashions equally absurd ! 

Style, according to Evergreen's account, consists in 
ccrtai t tushion&, or ccrtam eccet\vtm^«A, «i certain 
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manners, of certain people, in certain situations, and 
possessed of a certain share of fashion or importance. A 
red cloak, for instance, on the shouldcni of an old market- 
woman is regarded with contempt ; it is vulvar, it is 
odious: — fling, however, its usurping rival, a red shawl, 
over the figure of a fashionable belle, and let her flame 
away with it in Broadway, or in a ball-room, and it is 
immediately declared to be the style. 

The modes of attaining this certain situation, which 
entitles its holder to style, are various and opposite: 
the most ostensible is the attainment of wealth ; the 
possession of which changes at once the pert airs of 
vulgar ignorance into fashionable case and elegant viva- 
city. It is highly amusing to observe the gradation of 
a family aspiring to style, and the devious windings 
they pursue in order to attain it. While beating up 
against wind and tide, they are the most complaisant 
beings in the world ; they keep " booing and booing," 
as M'Sycophant says, until you would suppose them 
incapable of standing upright ; they kiss their hands 
to every body who has the least claim le style ; their 
familiarity is intolerable, and they absolutely overwhelm 
you with their friendship and loving-kindness, l^ut 
having once gained the envied pre-eminence, never were 
beings in the world more changed. They assume the 
moat intolerable caprices ; at one time address you with 
importunate sociability ; at another, pass you by with 
silent indifference ; sometimes sit up in their chairs in 
all the majesty of dignified silence ; and at another time 
bounce about with all the obstreperous ill-bred noise of 
a little hoyden just broke loose from a boarding-school. 

Another feature which distinguishes these new-made 
fashionables, is the inveteracy with which they look 
I down upon the honest people who are stru^^Wn^ X*.> 
r rliinb up to the same envied Jicight. 'Hxcy wv.vet ^>si\\ 
^ to *a}ute tluiu with the most .•,;irca.st\c rLrt«cl\ous ; «i\\vV 
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fiietion of seeing himself worth a plum, and of dying 
just as he had determined to enjoy the remainder of his 
days in contemplating his great wealth and accumulating 
mortgages. 

His children hiiheilted his money; but they buried 
the disposition, and every other memorial, of their father 
in his grave. Fired with a noble thirst for style, they 
instantly emerged from the retired lane in which them- 
selves and their accomplishments had hitherto been 
buried ; and they blazed, and they whizzed, and they 
cracked about town, like a nest of squibs and devils in 
a fire- work. I can liken their sudden ^clat to nothing 
but that of the locust, which is hatched in the dust, 
where it increases and swells up to maturity, and after 
feeling for a moment the vivifying rays of the sun, bursts 
forth a mighty insect, and flutters, and rattles, and 
buzzes from every tree. The little warblers, who have 
long cheered the woodlands with their dulcet notes, are 
stunned by the discordant racket of these upstart in- 
truders, and contemplate, in contemptuous silence, their 
tinsel and their noise. 

Having once started, the Giblets were determined 
that nothing should stop them in their career, until 
they had run their full course, and arrived at the very 
tip*top of style. Every tailor, every shoemaker, every 
eoBchmaker, every milliner, every man tua- maker, every 
pi^>er-hanger, every piano-teacher, and every dancing- 
mmster in the city, were enlisted in their service ; and 
tbe willing wights most courteously answered their call, 
and fell to work to build up the fame of the Giblets, as 
they had done that of many an aspiring family before 
tkan* In a little time the young ladies could dance the 
waits, thunder Lodoiska, murder French, kill time, and 
eonunit violence on the face of nature in a landscape Va 
wmCer*eolours, equal to the best lady in the land \ and 
OteyooDg geatlenien were seen lounging at conveTa oV 

K 
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contempt. The Giblets made a prodigious 
their own opinion ; but nobody extolled them 
tailors, and the milliners, who had been en 
manufacturing their paraphernalia. The Gibl 
upon being, like ("aleb Quotem, determined t( 
place at the review," fell to work more fiei 
ever; — they gave dinners, and they gave ba 
hired cooks, they hired confectioners; and tl 
have kept a newspaper in pay, had they not 
bought up at that time for the election. Tlit 
the danci.ig men, and the dancing women, and 
mandizers, and the epicures of the city, to c 
make merry at their expense ; and the danci 
and the dancing women, and the epicures, and 
mandizers, did come ; and they did make merry 
expense ; and they ate, and they drank, and they 
and they danced, and they— laughed at thei 
tainers. 
Then commenced tlie liurry, and the bustle. 
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ineffable pleasure of being for ever pestered by visitora, 
who cared nothing about them ; of being squeezed, and 
smothered, and parboiled at nightly balls, and evening 
tea parties ; they were allowed the privilege of forgetting 
the very few old friends they once possessed ; — they 
turned their n.ises up in the wind at every thing that 
was not genteel ; and their superb manners and sublime 
affectation at length left it no longer a matter of doul)t 
that the Giblets were perfectly in the style. 



<( 



iisiNO, AS IT WZBR, A. SUALL CONTENTMRNTK IN 

A MKVKK CONTBNTINO SCBJXCTB ; A BITTER FLKASAUNTR 
1A9TB OF A SWEKTK flEASO.VlCU 80WKR ; AND ALL IN ALL, A 
MOKK TOAN ORUINARIK RBJOICING, IN AN XXTRAORUIN ARIR 



We have been considerably edified of late by several 
letters of advice from a number of sage correspondents, 
who really seem to know more about our work than we 
do ourselves. One warns us against saying 'any thing 
more about Snivers, who is a very particular friend of 
the writer, and who has a singular disinclination to b<' 
laughed at. This correspondent in particular inveighs 
against personalities, and accuses us of ill nature in 
bringing forward old Fungus and Billy Dimple as figures 
of fun to amuse the public. Another gentleman, who 
states that he is a near relation of the Cocklofts, proses 
away most soporifically on the impropriety of ridicul- 
ing a respectable old family; and declares that if we 
make them and their whim-whams the subject of any 
more essays, he shall be under the necessity of applying 
to our theatrical champions for satisfaction. K \.\v\\v\. 
who by the crabbedness of the hand-wr\t\iv%, mw^ «l \tv! 
cureless inaccuracies in the spuWvr.g, apptM* \.o "Vi* 
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', assures u^ that tlie Mis.- Cockloft*, and MUa Diana 

.arwell, and Miss Dashav»ay, and Mrs. , Will 

ixard's quondam flame, are so much obliged to us for 

T notice, that they intend in future to take no notice 

us at all, but leave us out of all their tea-parties ; for 

hich we make them one of our best bows, and say, 

' thank you, ladies." 

We wish to heaven these good people would attend to 
their own affairs, if they have any to attend to, and let 
us alone. It is one of the most provoking things in the 
world that we cannot tickle the public a little, merely 
for our own private amusement, but we must be crossed 
and jostled by these meddling incendiaries, and, in fact, 
have the whole town about our ears. — We are much 
in the same situation with an unlucky blade of a Cock- 
ney, who having mounted his bit of blood to enjoy a 
little innocent recreation, and display his horsemanship 
along Broadway, is worried by all those little yelping 
curs that infest our city, and who never fail to sally out 
and growl, and bark, and snarl, to the great annoyance 
of the Birmingham equestrian. 

SVisely was it said by the sage lAnxum Fidelias, 
" howbeit, moreover, nevertheless, this thrice wicked 
towne is charged up to the muzzle with all manner of 
ill-natures and uncharitablenesses, and is, moreover^ 
exceedinglie naughtie." This passage of the erudite 
Linkum, was applied to the city of Gotham, of which he 
was once Lord Mayor, as appears by his picture hon/ 
up in the hall of that ancient city ;— but his observatio 
fits this best of ail possible cities " to a hair." It is 
melancholy truth, that this same New- York, though f 
most charming, pleasant, polished and praiseworthy r 
under the sun, and in a word the bonne bouche of 
universe, is most shockingly ill-natured and sarca 
mnd wickedly given to all manner of backslidings ;• 
which we are very sorry indeed. In ttutii, iot *\\ 
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come out, like murder, one time or other, the inhabit- 
ants are not only ill-natured, but manifestly unjust : no 
sooner do they get one of our random sketches in their 
hands, but instantly they apply it most unjustifiably to 
some '* dear friend," and then accuse us vociferously of 
the personality which originated in their own officious 
friendship ! Truly it is an ill-natured town, and most 
earnestly do we hope it may not meet with the fate of 
Sodom and Gomorrah of old. 

As, however, it may be thought incumbent upon us to 
make some apology for these mistakes of the town, and 
as our good n^ure is truly exemplary, we would cer- 
tainly answer this expectation, were it not that we have 
an invincible antipathy to making apologies. We have 
a most profound contempt for any man who cannot give 
three good reasons for an unreasonable thing ; and will 
therefore condescend, as usual, to give the public three 
special reasons for never apologizing :— first, an apology 
implies that we are accountable to somebody or another 
for our conduct ; — now as we do not care a fiddle- stick, 
as authors, for either public opinion or private ill- will, 
it would be implying a falsehood to apologize .'—second, 
an apology would indicate that we had been doing what 
we ought not to have done : — now as we never did, nor 
ever intend to do any thing wrong, it would be ridiculous 
to make an apology ; — third, we labour under the same 
incapacity in the art of apologizing that lost LangstafT 
his mistress ; — we never yet undertook to make apology 
without committing a new offence, and making matters 
ten times worse than they were before ; and we are, 
therefore, determined to avoid such predicaments in 
future. 

But though we have resolved never to apologise, yet 
we have no particular objection to explain ; «xA Si V^\% 
is all that's wanted, we will go about \td\T«c>\'j '. — A\Um*^ 
gentlemen I— Before, however, we cntet VMP<>^ ^^"^ »%t\o>»» 
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It in some measure jumps with my humour to be " me- 
lancholy and gentleman -like " this stormy night, and I 
see no reason why I should not indulge myself for once. 
— Away, then, with joke, with fun and laughter for a 
while ; let my soul look back in mournful retrospect, 
and sadden mth the memory of my good aunt Charity — 
who died of a Frenchman ! 

Stare not, O ! most dubious reader, at the mention of 
a complaint so uncommon ; grievously hath it afflictCkl 
the ancient family of the Cocklofts, who carry their 
absurd antipathy to the French so far, that they will 
not suffer a clove of garlic in the house : and my good 
eld friend Christopher was once on the point of aban- 
doning his paternal country mansion of Cockloft-hall, 
merely because a colony of frogs had settled in a neigh- 
bouring sr. amp. I verily believe he would have carried 
his whim-wham into effect, had not a fortunate drought 
obliged the enemy to strike their tents, and, like a troop 
of wandering Arabs, to march off towards a moister part 
of the country. 

My aunt Charity departed this life in the fifty-ninth 
year of her age, though she never grew older after 
twenty-five. In her teens Khe wa;*, according to her 
own account, a celebrated beauty, — though I never could 
meet with any body that remembered wUew fJaa 'w** 
handsome; on the contrary, ¥l\cT^tccvV * Vow\Xv«.x, '«"^'» 
u»ed to gaJlant her in his youtYv, »;\^% «\\e vj^ ^* Vwoxv? 
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a little piece of humanity as he ever saw ; and that, 
if she had been possessed of the least sensibility, she 
would, like poor old Acco, have most certainly run mad 
at her own figure and face, the first time she contem- 
plated herself in a looking-glass In the good old times 
that saw my aunt in the hey-day of youth, a fine lady 
was a most formidable animal, and required to be a{>- 
proached with the same awe and devotion that a Tartar 
feels in the presence of his grand Lama. If a gentleman 
offered to take her hand, except to help her into a car- 
riage, or lead her into a drawing-room, such frowns I 
such a rustling of brocade and taffeta ! Her very paste 
shoe-buckles sparkled with indignation, and for a mo- 
ment assumed the brilliancy of diamonds! In those 
days the person of a belle was sacred — it was unprofaned 
by the sacrilegious grasp of a stranger : — simple souls ! — 
they had not the waltz among them yet ! 

My good aunt prided herself on keeping up this buck- 
ram delicacy ; and if she happened to be playing at the 
old-fashioned game of forfeits, and was fined a kiss, it 
was always more trouble to get it than it was worth ; for 
she made a most gallant defence, and never surrendered 
until she saw her adversary inclined to give over his 
attack. Evergreen's father says he remembers once to 
have been on a sleighing party with her, and when they 
came to Kissing-bridge, it fell to his lot to levy contri- 
butions on Miss Charity Cockloft, who, after squalling 
at a hideous rate, at length jumped out of the sleigh 
plump into a snow-bank, where she stuck fast like an 
icicle, until he came to her rescue. This Latonian feat 
cost her a rheumatism, which she never thoroughly re- 
covered. 

It is rather singular that my aunt, though a great 

beauty, and an heiress withal, never got married. The 

reason the alleged was, that she never met with a lover 

who resembled Sir Charles Gtaaduotv, l\x«\i«Kk ^ her 
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nightly dreams and waking fancy ; but I am priTately of 
opinion that it was owing to her never having had an 
offer. This much is certain, that for many years previ- 
ous to her decease, she declined all attentions from the 
gentlemen, and contented herself with watching over the 
^welfare of her fellow-creatures. She was, indeed, ob- 
served to take a considerable lean towards methodism, 
waa frequent in her attendance at love-feasts, read Whit- 
field and Wesley, and even went so far as once to travel 
the distance of five-and-twenty miles to be present at a 
camp meeting. This gave great offence to my cousin 
Christopher, and his good lady, who, as I have already 
mentioned, are rigidly orthodox ; and had not my aunt 
Charity been of a most pacific disposition, her religious 
whim- wham would have occasioned many a family alter- 
cation. She was, indeed, as good a soul as the Cockloft 
family ever boasted — a lady of unbounded loving-kind- 
ness, which extended to man, woman, and child ; many 
of whom she almost killed with good-nature. Was any 
acquaintance sick ? — ^in vain did the wind whistle and the 
•torm beat — my aunt would waddle through mud and 
mire, over the whole town, but what she would visit 
them. She would sit by them for ^ours together with 
the most persevering patience ; and tell a thousand me- 
lancholy stories of human misery to keep up their spirits. 
The whole catalogue of yerb teas was at her fingers' 
ends, from formidable worm- wood down to gentle balm ; 
and she would descant by the hour on the healing quali- 
ties of hoar*hound, catnip, and penny- royal. Woe be to 
the patient that came under the benevolent hand of my 
aunt Charity ; he was sure, willy nilly, to be drenched 
with a deluge of decoctions ; and full many a time has 
my cousin Christopher borne a twinge of pain in silence, 
through fear of being condemned to suffer tli« xcvaxt^x- 
dom of her materia-medica. My good &unt\v^d., xaot^- 
over, eotuiderable •kill in astronomy ; for aVie cov^lAl \^^ 
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very first time she had ever failed " to get 
of a thing;" and the disappointment co 
sleepless night, I warrant you. I have litt 
ever, that my aunt would have ferreted r 
sion out, could she have spoken or undei 
but in those times people in general cou 
•elves understood in plain English ; and 
standing rule in the Cockloft family, whi< 
day, that not one of the females should le 
My aunt Charity had lived, at her win 
time in vain; when one day as she w> 
usual look-out, and suffering all the pang 
curiosity, she beheld a little meagre, weaze 
man, of the most forlorn, diminutive, i 
portions, arrive at neighbour Pension's 
dressed in white, with a little pinched- 
he seemed to shake in the wind, and 
went over him whistled through his bones 
instant annihilation. This embodied i 
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.onkeys ; or how so «mall a carci 
.or so many trunks of clothes, 
never had a peep into a French 
depot of old coats, hats, and brc 
every fashion he has followed in b 

From the time of this fatal arr 
in a quandary ; — all her inquiries 
could expound the history of this 
•he never held up her head aftei 
took to her bed in a fortnight, and 
I saw her quietly deposited in t! 
the seventh Cockloft that has diec 

Take warning, ray fair country^ 
ye excellent ladies, whether man 
into other people's affairs, and ne| 
household ; who are so busily em] 
fiuilta of others, that you have n 
own ; remember the fate of my d 
eschew the evil spirit of curiosity. 
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The public will take notice that, for the purpose 
teaching tlicse my associates better manners, and 
nishing them for their high misdemeanours, I havi , 
virtue of my authority, suspended them from all in 
ference in " Salmagundi," until they show a pre 
depree of repentance, or I get tired of supporting 
burthen of the work myself. I am sorry for Will, i 
is already sufficiently mortified in not daring to com< 
the old house and tell his long stories, and smoke 
rigar ; but Evergreen, being an old beau, may sol 
himself in his disgrace by trimming up all his old fini 
and making love to the little girls. 

At present my right-hand man is cousin Pindar, wb 
I have taken into high favour. He came home 
other night, all in a blaze like a sky-rocket ; whisked 
to his room in a paroxysm of poetic inspiration ; nor 
we see any thing of him until late the next momi 
when he bounced upon us at breakfast, 

• Fire in each vyc — a.id pnper in each hand." 

This is just the way with Pindar— he is like a vol 
will remain for a long time silent without emit' 
single spark, and then, all at once, burst out in 
mendous explosion of rhyme and rhapsody. 

As the letters of my friend Mustapha seem t( 
considerable curiosity, I have subjoined anothe? 
not vouch for the justice of his remarks, or the 
ness of his conclusions ; they are full of the 
and errors into which strangers continually 
who pretend to give an account of this couc 
they well know the geography of the street 
they live. The copies of my friend's papers 
fused and without date, I cannot pretend to 
in s/stematic order ; in fact they seem now 
treat of matters which have occurred since hi 
whether these arc sly interpolatiom ol l\x»? 
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^ht Will Wizard, or whether honest Mustapha was 
ifted with the spirit of prophecy or second sight, I 
neither know — nor, in fact, do I care. The folIowin<^ 
seems to have been written when the Tripolitan prisoners 
were so much annoyed by the ratfircd state of th«ir 
wardrobe. Mustapha feelingly d'.'picts the embarrass- 
ments of his situation, traveller-like; makes an eauy 
transition from his breeches to the scat of government, 
and incontinently abuses the whole administration ; like 
a sapient traveller I once knew, who damned the French 
nation in toto — because they eat sugar with green peas. 



LETTER 

FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KUAN, 
I'o Absm IIacciixm, pniNCiPAL Sla.tk-dritkb to Hin 

HlOBNBffS THK BaSHAW OF TRIPOLI. 

Sweet, O Asem ! is the memory of distant friends ! 
Like the mellow ray of a departing sun, it falls tenderly 
yet sadly on the heart. Every hour of absence from my 
native land rolls heavily by, like the sandy wave of the 
desert ; and the fair shores of my country rise blooming 
to my imagination, clothed in the soft illusive charms of 
distance. I sigh, yet no one listens to the sigh of the 
captive : I shed the bitter tear of recollection, but no 
one sympathizes in the tear of the turbancd stranger ! — 
Think not, however, thou brother of my soul, that I 
complain of the horrors of my situation ; think not that 
my captivity is attended with the labours, the chain«> 
the scourges, the insults, that render AtiNer], V\>(Xxvk»^ 
more dreadful than the pangs ot Y\e*vtal\w^, Yvc\vi«tvtv«, 



.. .ukc, my aear ab 
inconvenience singularly unfort 
to a dilemma most ridiculousb 
should I hide it from the com{ 
the partner of my sorrows and t 
thy friend Mustapha, the invinci 
is sadly in want of a pair breech 
less smile, O most grave Mussuln 
in such ardent lamentations abc 
trivial, and a want apparently so ea 
little canst thou know^ of the mortil 
necessities, and the astonishing d 
them. Honoured by the smiles i 
beautiful ladies of this city, who ha 
my whiskers and my turban ; — cou 
and the great men, who delight 
feasts ; the honour of my compan 
every fiddler who gives a concert ; 
at being obliged to decline the ho 
daily overwhelm me, mer^l" '— 
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smedied at once by any tailor of the land. Little 
hou conceive the impediments which stand in the 

my comfort, and still less art thou acquainted 
le prodigious threat scale on which every thing is 
ted in this country. The nation moves most ma« 
ly slow and clumsy in the most trivial affairs, like 
vieldly elephant, which makes a formidable diffi- 
f picking: up a straw ! Wlien I hinted my neces- 
o the officer who has charge of myself and my 
lions, I expected to have them forthwith relieved ; 

made an amazingly long face — told me that we 
isoners of state — that we must therefore be clothed 
tzpense of the government ; that as no provision 
en made by congress for an emergency of the 
t was impossible to furnish roe with a pair of 
!8, until all the sages of the nation had been con- 

talk over the matter, and debate upon the ex- 
;y of granting my request. Sword of the immortal 
, thought I, but this is great! — this is truly sub- 
All the sages of an immense logocracy assembled 
r to talk about my breeches ! — Vain mortal that 

1 cannot but own I was somewhat reconciled to 
ay which must necessarily attend this method of 
g me, by the consideration that if they made the 

national act, my " name must of course be em- 
in history," and myself and my breeches flourish 
ortality in the annals of this mighty empire ! 
it pray, sir," said I, " how does it happen, that a 
so insignificant should be erected into an object 
I importance as to employ the representative wis- 
the nation ? and what is the cause of their talk- 
much about a trifle?"— '* Oh," replied the 
who acts as our slave-driver, "it all proceed% 
conoroy. If the govemmeiit did, xvot v^exA \a». 
M much money in debating ■VB\iet>\et \t -w^a ^xov«* 
ly you with breeches as the bteccVie* \XveTW«^"^«* 

L. 
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would coat, the people, who govern the bashaw and his 
divan, would straightway liegin to complain of their 
liberties being infringed — the national finances squan- 
dered — not a hostile slang- whanger throughout the logo- 
cracy but would burst forth like a barrel of combustion 
— and ten chances to one but the bashaw and the sages 
of his divan would all be turned out of ofSce together. 
My good Mussulman/' continued he, " the administra- 
tion have the good of the people too much at heart to 
trifle with their pockets ; and they would sooner assemble 
and talk away ten thousand dollars, than expend fifty 
silently out of the treasury — such is the wonderful spirit 
of economy that pervades every branch of this govern- 
ment." " But," said I, " how is it possible they can 
spend money in talking: surely words cannot be the 
current coin of this country ?" ~" Truly," cried he, 
smiling, " your question is pertinent enough, for words 
indeed often supply the place of cash among us, and 
many an honest debt is paid in promises ; but the fact 
is, the grand bashaw and the members of congress, or 
grand talkers of the nation, either receive a yearly salary, 
or are paid by the day." — " By the nine hundred tongues 
of the great beast in Mahomet's vision, but the murder 
is out ! it is no wonder these honest men talk so much 
about nothing, when they are paid for talking like day- 
labourers." " You are mistaken," said my driver; "it 
is nothing but economy."* 

I remained silent for some minutes, for this inexpli- 
cable word, economy, always discomfits me ; — and when 
I flatter myself I have grasped it, it slips through my 
fingers like a jack-o'lantem. I have not, nor perhaps 
ever shall acquire, sufficient of the philosophic Dolicy of 

* Some or our readers may not be aware, that the Memben of 
the American Legritlature are paid six dollars per diem for their 
atteodaace during the sittings, besides acn aWowance for travellinf 
expeotea. — Edit. 
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this goremment, to draw a proper distinction between 
an individual and a nation. If a man was to throw away 
a pound in order to save a beggarly penny, and boast at 
the same time of his economy, I should think him on a 
par with the fool in the fable of Alfanji ; who in skinning 
a flint worth a farthing, spoiled a knife worth fifty times 
the sam, and thought he had acted wisely. The shrewd 
fellow would doubtless have valued himself much more 
highly on his economy, could he have known that his 
example would one day be followed by the bashaw of 
America, and the sages of his divan. 

This economic disposition, my friend, occasions much 
fighting of the spirit, and innumerable contests of the 
tongue in this talking assembly. Wouldst thou believe 
it ? they were actually employed for a whole week in a 
most strenuous and eloquent debate about patching up 
a hole in the wall of the room appropriated to their 
meetings ! A vast profusion of nervous argument and 
pompous declamation was expended on the occasion. 
Some of the orators, I am told, being rather waggishly 
inclined, were most stupidly jocular on the occasion ; 
but their waggery gave great offence, and was highly 
reprobated by the more weighty part of the assembly ; 
who hold all wit and humour in abomination, and thought 
the business in hand much too solemn and serious to be 
treated lightly. It is supposed by some that this aflfiair 
would have occupied a whole winter, as it was a subject 
upon which several gentlemen spoke who had never been 
known to open their lips in that place, except to say yes 
and no. These silent members are by way of distinction 
denominated orator mums, and are highly valued in this 
country on account of their great talents for silence ;— a 
qualification extremely rare in a logocracy. 

Fortunatdy for the public tranquillity, in tVi« \io\.\mX 
part of the debate, when two rampant VVc^uXana, Xyrvc^- 
lull of logic and philocophy, were meaauxvcv^ \ox\Ca«,%« 

L 2 



, i.t ttii probability, oav. 

money as would build a gun-bc 
Blaner-whanpcr for a whole volume 
pened, only a few thousand dolh 
paying these men, who arc dcnoc 
derision, legislators. 

Another instance of their cconoc 
sure, for I really begin to feel a r 
barbarians. They talked away the 
winter before they could determine 
dollars in purchasing a sword to best 
warrior: yes, Asem, on that very 1 
all our poor old women and young 
and fully proved himself a greater mi 
that bore him.* Thus, my friend, is 
wisdom of this mighty logocracy empl 
debates about the most trivial affairs 
times seen a Herculean mountehai 
energies in balancing a straw upoc 
sages behold the minut*»"» ^^'- 
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assembly called the congress. This prolific body mar 
not improperly be called the " mother of inventions ;" 
and a most fruitful mother it is, let me tell thee, though 
it<> c'.iiitlron are generally abortions. It has lately la- 
boured with what was deemed the conception of a mighty 
navy. — AU the old women and the good wives that assist 
the bashaw in his emergencies, hurried to head-quartcrk 
to be busy, like midwivcs, at the delivery. — AU was 
anxiety, fidgeting, and consultation ; when after a deal 
of groaning and struggling, instead of formidable first- 
rates and gallant frigates, out crept a litter of sorry little 
gun-boats! These are most pitiful little vessels, par- 
taking vastly of the character of the grand bashaw, who 
has the credit of begetting them ; being flat shallow 
vessels, that can only sail before the wind ; — must 
always keep in with the land ; — are continually foun- 
dering or running ashore ; and, in short, are only fit 
for smooth water. Though intended for the defence 
of the maritime cities, yet the cities are obliged to de- 
fend them ; and they require as much nursing as so 
many rickety little bantlings. They are, however, the 
darling pets of the grand bashaw, being the children of 
iis dotage, and, perhaps from their diminutive size and 
lalpable weakness, are called the " infant navy of Ame- 
Ica." The act that brought them into existence was 
most deified by the majority of the people as a grand 
roke of economy. — }\y the beard of Mahomet, but this 
»rd is truly inexplicable ! 

To this economic body therefore was I advised to ad- 
ss my petition, and humbly to pray that the august 
tmbly of sages would, in the plenitude of their wisdom 
the magnitude of their poweijp, munificently bestow 
tn -anfortunate captive a pair of cotton bTeec.Vi«%\ 
•ad of the immortal Amrou," cried \, **\>\»!t V>D^ja 
d be pre$umptuoua to a degree; — W\v«*.\ «SS«t 
n-orUtiet bare thought proper to le«ve tXieVi c««»*rj 
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, and exposed to all the political 
lout, can I expect that they will 
comfort the extremities of a soU- 
:lamation was only answered by a 
•led by the assurance that, so far 
it was every way probable my 
a whole session of the divan, and 
;est heads together by the ear*, 
iea of a whole nation being agi- 
hes, yet I own I was somewhat 
)f remaining in querpot until all 
Is should have made a speech on 
;n their consent to the measure, 
id distress of mind which I expe- 
my countenance, and my guard, 
e good- nature, immediately 8Ug« 
peditious plan of supplying my 
le theatre. Though profoundly 
g, I agreed to his proposition, the 
disclose to thee in another letter. 
Vsem ; in thy pious prayers to our 
rget to solicit thy friend's return ; 
irest up the many blessings be- 
-bountiful Allah, pour forth thy 
cast thy nativity in a land where 
legislative chatterers ; — no great 
a gun -boat for a hobby-horse ; — 
my is unknown ; — and where an 
lot obliged to call upon the whole 
I pair of breeches. 



OF LAUNCBLOT LANG8TAPP, SSQ. 151 



ROM THE MILL OF PINDAR COCKLOFT, ESQ. 

Though entered on that sober age, 
When men withdraw from fashion's stage, 
And leave the follies of the day, 
To shape their course a graver way ; 
Still those gay scenes I loiter round, 
In which my youth sweet transport found ; 
And though I feel their joys decay, 
And languish every hour away — 
Yet like an exile doomed to part. 
From the dear country of his heart, 
From the fair spot in which he sprung. 
Where his first notes of love were sung. 
Will often turn to wave the hand, 
And sigh his blessings on the land : 
Just so my lingering watch I keep. 
Thus oft I take the farewell peep. 

And, like that pilg^m, who retreats 
Thus lagging from his parent seats. 
When the sad thought pervades his mind. 
That the fair land he leaves behind 
Is ravaged by a foreign foe. 
Its cities waste, its temples low, 
And ruined all those haunts of joy 
That gave him rapture when a boy 
Turns from it with averted eye. 
And while he heaves the anguished sigh, 
Scarce feels regret that the loved shore 
Shall beam upon his soul no moTe v^ 
Just so it grieves my sight to N\e^, 
While breathing forth a fond i^ifiiea. 
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The innovation pride has made, 
'J'he fustian, frippery, and parade. 
That now usurp with mawkish grace 
Pure tranquil pleasure's wonted place I 

'Twas joj we looked for in my prime. 
That idol of the olden €ime ; 
When all our pastimes had the art 
To please, and not mislead, the heart. 
Style cursed us not— that modem flash, 
That love of racket and of trash ; 
Which scares at once all feeling joys, 
And drowns delight in empty noise ; 
Which barters friendship, mirth, and truth, 
Tlie artless air, the bloom of youth, 
\nd all those gentle sweets that swarm 
Round nature in their simplest form. 
For cold display, for hollow state, 
The trappings of the would-be great. 

Oh ! once again those days recall. 
When heart met heart in iushion's hall ; 
When every honest guest would flock 
To add his pleasure lo the stock, 
More fond his transports to express. 
Than show the tinsel of his dress ! 
These were the times that clasped the soul 
In gentle friendship's soft controul ; 
Our fail ones, unprofaned by art. 
Content to gain one honest heart, 
No train of sighing swains desired. 
Sought to be loved and not admired. 
But now 'tis form, not love, unites ; 
*Tis show, not pleasure, that invites. 
Each seeks the ball to play the queen. 
To flirt, to conquer, to be weu; 



^ 
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Each gT&«pii at universal sway, 
And reigns the idol of the day ; 
Exults amid a thousand hiphs. 
And triuniph.s when a lover dies. 
Each belle a rival belle surveys, 
Like deadly foe, with hostile gaze ; 
Nor can her " dearest friend " caress, 
Till she has slyly scanned her dress ; 
Ten conquests in one year will make, 
And six eternal friendships break I 

How oft I breathe the inward sigh. 
And feel the dew-drop in my eye. 
When I behold some beauteous frame, 
Divine in every thing but name, 
Just venturing, in the tender age. 
On fashion's late new-fangled stage ! 
Where soon the guiltless heart shall cease 
To beat in artlessness and peace ; 
Where all the flowers of gay delight 
With which youth decks its prospects bright. 
Shall wither 'mid the cares, the strife. 
The cold realities of life I 

Thus lately, in my careless mood. 
As I the world of fashion viewed. 
While celebrating great and small, 
That grand solemnity, a ball, 
My roving vision chanced to light 
On two sweet forms, divinely bright : 
Two sister nymphs, alike in face, 
In mien, in loveliness, and grace ; 
Twin rose-buds, bursting into bloom. 
In all their brilliance and perfume ; 
Like those fair forms that often beam 
Upon the EaBtem poet's dream \ 
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Full soon I found the lovely pair 
Had sprung beneath a mother's care, 
Hard by a neighbouring streamlet's side, 
At once its ornament and pride. 
The beauteous parent's tender heart 
Had well fulfilled its pious part ; 
And, like the holy man of old, 
As we're by sacred writings told. 
Who, when he from his pupil sped, 
Poured two-fold blessings on his head ; 
So this fond mother had imprest 
Her early virtues in each breast. 
And as she found her stock enlarge, 
Had stampt new graces on her charge. 

The fair resigned the calm retreat. 
When first their souls in concert beat, 
And flew on expectation's wing. 
To sip the joys of life's gay spring ; 
To sport in fashion's splendid maze. 
Where friendship fades and love decays. 
So two sweet wild flowers, near the side 
Of some fair river's silver tide, 
Pure as the gentle stream that laves 
The green banks with its lucid waves, 
Bloom beauteous in their native ground. 
Diffusing heavenly fragrance round ; 
But should a venturous hand transfer 
These blossoms to the gay parterre. 
Where, spite of artificial aid, 
The fairest plants of nature fade ; 
Though they may shine supreme awhile, 
'Mid pale ones of the stranger soil, 
The tender beauties soon decay, 
And their Bweet fragrance dies ttway. 
Bletttpirital who enthroned, in 8ax« 
WMteh o'er the virtues of the fail. 
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long interval which has elapsed since the publi- 
>n of our last number, like many other remarkable 
ts, has given rise to much conjecture, and excited 
iderable solicitude. It is but a day or two since 
ard a knowing young gentleman observe, that he 
ected "Salmagundi" would be a nine days' won- 
and had even prophesied that the ninth would be 
tart effort. But the age of prophecy, as well as that 
bivalry, is past ; and no reasonable man should now 
ure to foretell aught, but what he is determined 
•ring about himself; — he may then, if he please, 
opolise prediction, and be honoured as a prophet, 
, in his own country. 

lough I hold whether we write or not write, to be 
: of the public's business, yet as I have just heard 
le loss of three thousand votes at least to the Clin- 
uis, I feel in a remarkably dulcet humour there« 
1, and will give an account of some of the reasons 
:h induced us to resume our useful labours — or 
er our amusements ; for, if writing cost either of us 
)ment'a labour, there is not a man but what would 
If up his pen, to the g^eat detriment of the world 
urge, and of our publisher in particular; who has 
ally bought himself a pair of trunk breeches, with 
profits of our writings ! 

e informs me, that several persona Yvttvm^ ci2!\e^\«»>^ 
ird«/, for No. X., took the disappointmetkt *o tdxic\i 
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TO LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 

SiK, — I felt myself hurt and offended by Mr. Ever- 
een'a terrible philippic against modem music, in 
). II. of your work, and was under serious appre- 
nsion that his strictures might bring the art, which 
have the honour to profess, into contempt. The 
inions of yourself and fraternity, appear indeed to 
ve a wonderful effect upon the town. I am told the 
ties are all employed in reading Bunyan and Pamela, 
d the waits has been entirely forsaken ever since the 
nter balls have closed.— Under these apprehensions, 
ihonld have addressed you before, had I not been 
lalouflly employed, while the theatre continued open, 
■npporting the astonishing variety of the orchestra, 
1 in composing a new chime, or bob-major, for Trinity 
Itch, to be rung during the summer, beginning with 
;-dong di-do, instead of di-do ding-dong. The 
ens, especially those who live in the neighbour- 
of that harmonious quarter, will no doubt be in- 
ly delighted with this novelty. 
to the object of this commimication. So far, 
>m agreeing with Mr. Evergreen in thinking that 
iem music is but the mere dregs and draining* 
ancient, I trust, before this letter is concluded, 
convince you and him that some of the late 
•s of this enchanting art, have completely dis- 
\e paltry efforts of the ancients ; and that I, in 
', have at length brought it almost to absolute 

>du, simple souls! were astonished at the 
Orpheus, who made the woods and k^'ks 
I lyre— of Amphion, who couNeiXed cxolxdtMfu^ 
tad quavers into mortar — and oi Kxvsa, niViq 
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EXTRACTED 

fXOlC 

"THE MIRROR OF THE GRACES."* 

" I KKMEMBEB the Count M , one of the most ac- 
complished and handsome young men in Vienna : i»-hen 
I was there, he was passionately in love with a girl of 
almost peerless beauty. She was the daughter of a man 
of grcftt rank, and great influence at court ; and on these 
considerations, as well as in regard to her charms, she 
was followed by a multitude of suitors. She was lively 
and amiable, and treated them all with an affability 
which still kept them in her train, although it was ge- 
nerally known she had avowed a partiality for Count 

M ; and that preparations were making for their 

nuptials. — The Count was of a refined mind, and a deli- 
cate sensibility : he loved her for herself alone ; for the 
virtues which he believed dwelt in her beautiful form ; 
and, like a lover of such perfections, he never approached 
ber without timidity ; and when he touched her, a fire 
shot through his veins, that warned him not to invade 
the vermilion sanctuary of her lips. Such were his feel- 
ings, when, one evening, at his intended father-in-law's, 
a party of young people were met to celebrate a certain 
festival : several of the young lady's rejected suitors 

* Withoat the knowledge or permiMlon of the authors, and 
which, if he dared, he would have placed near where their remarks 
•re made on the great difference of manner* which exist* between 
the Mxes now, from what did in the days of our grand-daoMft. 'Y>b» 
danger of that cheek-by-jowl familiarity of the pTewQtdm'y«m».«%. 
be obrions to many; mad I think the foUowinf • stTou|( es,«m\>\» 
ofooeofitt eviU—JVote bp the Publisher. 
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LETTER 
FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 

To ASBM HaCCHBM, FBINCIPAL SlAYB-DKITSK to HI! 

IlioHKBSi THB Bashaw of Tkipoli. 

Thk deep shadows of midnight gather around me — the 
footsteps of the passengers have ceased in the streets, 
an4 nothing disturbs the holy silence of the hour, save 
the sound of distant drums, mingled with the shouts, 
the bawlings, and the discordant revelry of his majesty, 
the sovereign mob. Let the hour be sacred to friend- 
ship, and consecrated to thee, oh, thou brother of my 
inmost soul ! 

Oh, Asem ! I almost shrink at the recollection of the 
scenes of confusion, of licentious disorganixation, which 
I have witnessed during the last three days. I have be- 
held this whole city, nay, this whole state, given up to 
the tongue and the pen — to the puffers, the bawlers, the 
babblers, and the slang-whangers. I have beheld the 
community convulsed with a civil war, or civil talk — in- 
dividuals verbally massacred — families annihilated by 
whole sheets fidl— and slang-whangers coolly bathing 
their pens in ink, and rioting in the slaughter of their 
thousands. I have seen, in short, that awful despot, the 
people, in the moment of unlimited power, wielding 
newspapers in one hand, and with the other acftX^«st- 
ing mud and filth about, like some deapetale \o.'(\«^\« 
relieved from the restraints of hit stnat-'Wo.vaUoAX. ^ 
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to his country; — and not an insignificant fellow, but 
feels himself inspired, on this occasion, with as much 
warmth in favour of the cause he has espoused, as if all 
the comfort of his life, or even his life itself, was depen- 
dent on the issue. Grand councils of war are, in the 
first place, called by the different powers, which are 
dubbed general meetings, where all the head workmen 
of the party collect, and arrange the order of battle — ap- 
point the different commanders, and their subordinate 
instruments, and furnish the funds indispensable for 
supplying the expenses of the war. Inferior councils are 
next called in the different classes or wards, consisting 
of young cadets, who are candidates for oflSce ; idlers, 
who come there from mere curiosity ; and orators, who 
appear for the purpose of detailing all the crimes, the 
faults, or the weaknesses of their opponents, and apeak' 
ing the sense of the meeting, as it is called ; for as the 
meeting generally consists of men whose quota of sense, 
taken individually, would make but a poor figure, these 
orators are appointed to collect it all of a lump, when, I 
assure you, it makes a very formidable appearance, and 
furnishes sufScient matter to spin an oration of two or 
three hours. 

" The orators who declaim at these meetings are, with 
a few exceptions, men of most profound and perplexed 
eloquence, who are the oracles of barbers' shops, market 
placet, and porter houses, and whom you may see every 
day at the comer of the street, taking honest men pri- 
soners by the button, and talking their ribs quite bare, 
without mercy and without end. These orators, in ad- 
dressing an audience, generally mount a chair, a table, 
or an empty beer barrel — which last is supposed to 
afford considerable inspiration — and thunder away their 
comboatible sentiments at the heads of t\i« audience, 
who are genenlly ao busily employed 'm Bmo\atv^« dcns^- 
ia^. Mad bearing tfiemselves talk, that tbey w^d.oTxi\v«»x 
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a word of the matter. This, however, is of little mo- 
ment ; for as they come there to agree at all events to i 
certain set of resolutions, or articles of war, it is not at 
all necessary to hear the speech, more especially, as few 
would understand it if they did. Do not suppose, how- 
ever, that the minor persons of the meeting are entirely 
idle : besides smoking and drinking, which are generally 
practised, there are few who do not come with as great a 
desire to talk as the orator himself ; each has his little 
circle of listeners, in the midst of whom, he seta his hat 
on one side of his head, and deals out matter-of-fact in- 
formation, and draws self-evident conclusions, with the 
pertinacity of a pedant, and to the great edification ol 
his gaping auditors. Nay, the very urchins from the 
nursery, who are scarcely emancipated from the do- 
minion of birch, on these occasions, strut pigmy great 
men — ^bellow for the instruction of grey- bearded igno- 
rance, and, like the frog in the fable, endeavour to puff 
themselves up to the size of the great object of their 
emulation — the principal orator." 

"But is it not preposterous to a degree," cried I, '* for 
those puny whipsters to attempt to lecture age and ex- 
perience? they should be sent to school to learn better." 
" Not at all," replied my friend; "for as an eleetioa 
is nothing more than a war of words, the man that caa 
wag his tongue with the greatest elasticity, whether he 
speaks to the purpose or not, is entitled to lecture at 
ward-meetings and polls, and instruct all who are in- 
clined to Usten to him. You may have remarked a 
meeting of politic dogs, where, although the great dog 
is, ostensibly, the leader, and makes the most noiM, yet 
every little scoundrel of a cur has something to say, and 
in proportion to his insignificance, fidgets, and worries, 
and puffs about mightily, in order to obtain the notiee 
and approbation of his VkUcts. Thus it is with thn* 
little, beardless, bread-and-b\xtt«t ^Vi\:\<aaaa^ ^"W^^ ^la 
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this oeeuion, escape from the jurisdiction of their mam- 
iDM, to attend to the affairs of the nation : you will see 
them engaged in dreadful wordy contest with old cart- 
men, cobblers, and tailors, and plume themselves not a 
little if they should chance to gain a victory. — Aspiring 
spirits ! how interesting are the first dawnings of poli- 
tical greatness ! An election, my friend, is a nursery or 
hot-bed of genius in a logocracy ; and I look with en- 
thusiasm on a troop of these Lilliputian partisans, as so 
many chatterers, and orators, and puffers, and slang- 
whangers, in embryo, who will one day take an important 
part in the quarrels and wordy wars of their country. 

*' As the time for fighting the decisive battle ap- 
proaches, i^pearances become more and more alarm- 
ing ; committees are appointed, who hold little encamp- 
ments, from whence they send out small detachments 
of tattlers to reconnoitre, harass, and skirmish with the 
enemy, and, if possible, ascertain their numbers ; every 
body seems big witii the mighty event that is impend- 
ing: the great orators gradually swell up beyond their 
usual size ; the little orators grow greater and greater ; 
the secretaries of the ward committees strut about, look- 
ing like wooden oracles ; the puffers put on the airs of 
mighty consequence ; the slang-whangers deal out dire- 
ful innuendoes, and threats of doughty import ; — and all 
is buzs, murmur, suspense, and sublimity. 

*' At length the day arrives. The storm that has been 
so long gathering, and threatening in distant thunders, 
bunts forth in terrible explosion : all business is at an 
end ; the whole city is in a tumult ; the people are run- 
ning helter-skelter, they know not whither, and they 
know not why ; the hackney-coaches rattle through the 
streets with such thundering vehemence, loaded with re- 
croiting sergeants, who have been prowling in c«\\ax%«xA 
ea;ves, to unhearth some miserable mimoxi oi -^^vcV! 
mad ^onaee, who will barter bis vote fot a iVaaa <A 
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beer, or a ride in a coach with watAkJimegenilemm I 
buzzards of the party scamper from poll to poll, ot 
or on honettack ; and they worry firom comnuttee to > 
mittee, and buii, and fume, and talk big, and—At 
thing: like the vagabond drone, who wastes his tiffl 
the laborious idleness of tee-saw-mmg, and busy nothi 
ne<8." 

I knew not how long my friend would have eontini 
his detail, had he not been interrupted by asquak 
wliich took place between two old contineHtaU, as t 
were called. It seems they had entered into an ar] 
ment on the respective merits of their cause, and 
being able to make each other clearly understood, 
sorted to what is called knock-down ai^^ments, wb 
form the superlative degree of argumentum ad Aoi 
nern; but ore, in my opinion, extremely inconsiat 
with the true spirit of a geniune logocracy. After tl 
had beaten each other soundly, and set the whole n 
togetlier by the ears, they came to a fiill ezplanatii 
when it was discovered, that they were both of the si 
way of thinking ; — whereupon, they shook each ot 
heartily by the hand, and laughed with great ^ec 
their humorous misunderstanding. 

I cuuhl not help being struck with the exceeding gi 
number of dirty, ragged looking persons, that sw 
gered about the place, and seemed to think themsel 
the bashaws of the land. I inquired of my friend 
these people were employed to drive away the he 
dogH, and other intruders, that might thrust themad 
m, and interrupt the ceremony? — "By no means," 
plied he ; " these are the representatives of the sovere 
people, who come here to make governors, senators, i 
members of assembly, and are the source of all po^ 
and authority in this nation." — "Preposterous!" s 
I ; " bow is it possible that such men can be c^iablc 
distinguishing between an honest maxv axvd. % ksAx«; 
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eren if they were, will it not always happen that they 
are led by the nose by some intricruing demagogue, and 
made the mere tools of ambitious political jugglers ? 
Surely it would be better to trust to Providence, or even 
to chance, for govemers, than resort to the discrimina* 
ting powers of an ignorant mob.— I plainly perceive the 
consequence. A man, who possesses superior talents, 
and that honest pride which ever accompanies this pos- 
session, will always be sacrificed to some creeping insect 
who will prostitute himself to familiarity with the lowest 
of mankind, and like the idolatrous Egyptian, worship 
the wallowing tenants of filth and mire." 

" All this is true enough," replied my friend ; " but 
after all you cannot say but that this is a free country, 
and that the people can get drunk cheaper here, parti- 
cularly at elections, than in the despotic countries of the 
east." I could not, with any degree of propriety or 
trutl\, deny this last assertion ; for just at that moment, 
a patriotic brewer arrived with a load of beer, which, for 
a moment, occasioned a cessation of argument. Tha 
great crowd of buzzards, puffers, and ** old continen- 
tals" of all parties, who throng to the polls, to per- 
suade, to cheat, or to force the freeholders into the right 
way, and to maintain the freedom of suffrage, seemed 
for a moment to forget their antipathies, and joined 
heartily in a copious libation of this patriotic and argu- 
mentatiTe beverage. 

These beer barrels, indeed, seem to be most able lo- 
gicians, well stored with that kind of sound argument 
best suited to the comprehension, and most relished by 
the mob, or sovereign people, who are never so tractable 
M when operated upon by this convincing liquor, which. 
in fact, seems to be imbued with the very spirit of a 
logocracy : no sooner does it begin its o^eiaX.\ciicv^ VN\VkXw 
the tongue waxes extremely valorous, and \>«covi\e& v«v- 
pmtient for aome mighty conflict. The puffer \kuX*>«w^- 
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thieving, scratching, toping, wrong-headed, rebellious, 
and abominable termagant that ever was let loose in the 
world, to the confusion of honest gentlemen bashaws. 

Just then, a fellow came round and distributed among 
the crowd a number of hand-bills, written by the ghost 
of Washington, the fame of whose illustrious actions, 
and still more illustrious virtues, has reached even the 
remotest regions of the east, and who ia venerated by 
this people as the father of his country. On reading 
this paltry paper, I could not restrain my indignation. 
** Insulted hero !" cried I, *' is it thus thy name is pro- 
faned — thy memory disgraced — thy spirit drawn down 
from heaven to administer to the brutal violence of party 
rage ! —It is thus the necromancers of the east, by their 
infernal incantations, sometimes call up the shades of 
the just, to give their sanction to frauds, to lies, and to 
every species of enormity." My friend smiled at my 
warmth, and observed that raising ghosts, and not only 
raising them, but making them speak, was one of the 
miracles of election. " And believe me," continued he, 
'* there is good reason for the ashes of departed heroes 
being disturbed on these occasions, for such is the sandy 
foundation of our government, that there never happens 
an election of an alderman, or a collector, or even a con- 
stable, but we are in imminent danger of losing our 
liberties, and becoming a province of France, or tributary 
to the British islands.'** *< By the hump of Mahomet's 
camel," said I, *' bat this is only another striking ex- 
ample of the prodigious great scale on which every thing 
is transacted in this country !" 

By this time I had become tired of the scene ; my 
head ached with the uproar of voices, mingling in all the 
discordant tones of triumphant exclamation, nonsensical 
argument, intemperate reproach, and drunken absva^Vj. 
— ^The confusion was such as no langua:^ caA adL^o^l^l 
describe^ tutd it seemed as if all the Teattaiu\»oi dL«««oci« 
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and all the bonds of law, had been broken, and given 
place to the wide rava^res of licentious brutality. These, 
thought I, are the orgies of liberty I— these are the ma- 
nifestations of the spirit of independence ! — these are the 
symbols of man's sovereignty I Head of Mahomet ! 
with what a fatal and inexorable despotism do empty 
names and ideal phantoms exercise their dominion over 
the human mind I The experience of ages has demon- 
strated, that in all nations, barbarous or enlightened, 
the mass of the people, the mob, must be slaves, or they 
will be tyrants; but their tyranny will not be long: 
some ambitious leader, having at first condescended to 
be their slave, will at length become their master ; and 
in proportion to the vileness of his former servitude, will 
be the severity of his subsequent tyranny. — Yet, with 
innumerable examples staring them in the face, the 
people still bawl out liberty — by which they mean no- 
thing but freedom from every species of legal restraint, 
and a warrant for all kinds of licentiousness : and the 
bashaws and leaders, in courting the mob, convince 
them of tlieir power ; and by administering to their 
passions, for the purposes of ambition, at length learn by 
fatal experience, that he who worships the beast that 
carries him on its back, will sooner or later be thrown 
into the dust and trampled under foot by the animal who 
has learnt the secret of its power, by this very adoration. 

Ever thine, 

MUSTAPHA. 



tl. 
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jTrom m^ (SVbah)'-(!L))Air. 



MINE UNCLE JOHN. 



•.V 




Tp.QlMO whose habits of abstraction may have let tliem 
ftMaWHt^lf the secrets of their own minds, and whose 
ftMini from daily toil has left them at leisure to analyse 
flrifrfcnltnts. it will be nothing new to say that the pre- 
|iat li peculiarly the season of remembrance. The 
the sephyrs, and the warblers of spring, retum- 
^heir tedious absence, bring naturally to our 
past times and buried feelings ; and the 
of Uie full-foliaged grorc fall on the ear of con- 
jtlffitftioa, like the sweet tones of far distant friends, 
^MAfChe rude jostles of the world have severed from us, 
IHJpiaMt tu beyond our reach. It is at such times, that 
Vftdcward many a lingering look, we recall, with a 
'iwwt-spuled melancholy, the days of our youth, 
"t^ Joeand companions who started with us the race 
k Jtfib but parted midway in the journey to pursue some 
iHaifaig path that allured them with a prospect more 
■dnring ind never returned to us again. It is then, 
tOO| if wa have been affljcted with any heavy sorrow, if 
m luiwe eren lost — and who has not ? — an old friend, or 
chosen companion, that his shade will hover around us ; 
the memory of his virtues press on the heart ; and a 
thousand endearing recollections, forgotten amidst the 
cold pleasures and midnight dissipations of winter, arise 
to our remembrance. 

These speculations brine: to my mVnd •M'^ V»'st\.Y. 
JouN, the butory of nhosc loves, and dv»ap\)Qvtituv«A*« 

N 
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b07{ for it was in this spot that I grew up in the fear of 
ghosts, and in the breaking of many of the ten com- 
mandments. The brook, or river as they would call it 
in Europe, still murmured with its wonted sweetness 
through the meadow ; and its banks were still tufted 
with dwarf willows, that bent down to the surface. The 
same echo inhabited the valley, and the same tender air 
of repose pervaded the whole scene. Even my good 
uncle was but little altered, except that his hair was grown 
a little grayer, and his forehead had lost some of its for- 
mer smoothness. He had, however, lost nothing of his 
former activity, and laughed heartily at the difficulty I 
found in keeping up with him, as he stumped through 
bushes, and briers, and hedges; talking all the time 
about his improvements, and telling what he would do 
with such a spot of ground and such a tree. At length, 
after shewing me his stone fences, his famous two year 
old bull, his new invented cart, which was to go before 
the horse, and his Eclipse colt, he was pleased to return 
home to dinner. 

After dining and returning thanks — which with him 
was not a ceremony merely, but an offering from the heart 
— my uncle opened his trunk, took out his fishing-tackle, 
and, without saying a word, sallied forth with some of 
those truly alarming steps, which Daddy Neptune once 
took when he was in a great hurry to attend to the affair 
of the siege of Troy. Trout-fishing was my uncle's 
favourite sport ; and, though I always caught two fish to 
his one, he never would acknowledge my superiority; 
but puzzled himself often, and often, to account for such 
a singular phenomenon. 

Following the current of the brook, for a mile or two, 
we retraced many of our old haunts, and told a hundred 
adventures which had befallen us at different tv(xv.«&. \x. 
was like snatching the hour-glass of titu«> vKS«T>Ivck% W, 
and rolling htLck again the sands tYiat \vaA uvmYr^ ^«^ 
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him by the hand and bade him farewell the next morn- 
ing—it was for the last time I 

He died a bachelor, at the age of sixty* three, though 
he had been all his life trying to get married ; and 
always thought himself on the point of acccomplishing 
bis wishes. His disappointments were not owing either 
to the deformity of his mind or person ; for in his youth 
he w%i reckoned handsome, and I myself can witness for 
him that he had as [kind a heart as ever was fashioned 
by Heaven ; neither were they owing to his poverty — 
which sometimes stands in an honest man's way ; — ^for 
he was bom to the inheritance of a small estate, which 
was sufl9cient to establish his claim to the title of " one 
well to do in the world." The truth is, my uncle had a 
prodigious antipathy to doing things in a hurry — " A 
man should consider," said he to me once — " that he 
can always get a wife, but cannot always get rid of her. 
For my part," continued he, " I am a young fellow with 
the world before me ; (he was about forty !) and am 
resolved to look sharp, weigh matters well, and know 
what's what before I marry : in short, Launce, I don't 
intend to do the thir^ in a hurry, depend upon it,** 
On this whim- wham, he proceeded : he began with 
young girls, and ended with widows. The girls he 
courted until they grew old maids, or married out of pure 
apprehension of incurring certain penalties hereafter ; 
and the widows not having quite as much patience, ge- 
nerally, at the end of a year, while the good man thought 
himself in the high road to success, married some Aarw m- 
acarum young fellow, who had not such an antipathy to 
do things in a hurry. 

My uncle would have inevitably sunk under these re- 
peated disappointments — for he did not want seniibit^Vi 
— had he not hit upon a discovery wMch aet all to fv|gaXA 
at once. He eoiuoled hia vanity— for be "waa % Vit)t\ft 
TMia, mtd toothed hia pride, which was bia mM^t ^B*^ 
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large golden clasp ; a white satin tamboured waistcoat, 
leather breeches, blue silk stockings, and white topped 
boots. The amiable Juliet shone in a flHine-colourod 
gown, most gorgeously bespangled with silver stars, a 
high crowned muslin cap that reached to the top of the 
tomb ; — on her feet she wore a pair of short- quartered 
high-heeled shoes, and her waist was the exact fac-simile 
of an inverted sugar-loaf. The head of the *' noble 
county Paris " looked like a chimney-sweep's brush that 
had lost its handle ; and the cloak of the good Friar 
hung about him as gracefully as the armour of a rhino- 
ceros. The good lady considered this picture as a splen- 
did proof of her daughter's accomplishments, and hung 
it up in the best parlour, aa an honest tradesman does 
bis certificate of admission into that enlightened body 
yclept the Mechanic Society. 

With this accomplished young lady, then, did my 
uncle John become deeply enamoured ; and as it was his 
first love, he determined to bestir himself in an extraor- 
dinary manner. Once at least in a fortnight, and ge- 
nerally on a Sunday eveping, he would put on his leather 
breeches, (for he was a great beau,} mount his gray horse 
Pepper, and ride over to see Miss Pamela, though she 
lived upwards of a mile off, and he was obliged to pass 
close by a church-yard, which at least a hundred credit- 
able persons would swear was haunted. Miss Pamela 
could not be insensible to such proofs of attachment, 
and accordingly received him with considerable kind- 
neu ; her mother always left the room when he came— 
and my uncle had as good as made a declaration by say* 
ing one evening, very significantly, •* that he believed 
that he should soon change his condition ;" when, some- 
how or other, he began to think he was doirtg things in 
too great a hurry, and that it was high time to cowsv^at*, 
so he considered near a month about it, and tVieie vb xv^ 
utjring how much longer be might have »putv t\xe xYvxcaA. 
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of hii doubts, had he not been roused from this state of 
indecision, by the news that his mistress had married an 
attorney's apprentice, whom she had seen the Sunday 
before at church, where he had excited the applause of 
the whole congregation, by the invincible gravity with 
which he listened to a Dutch sermon. The young people 
in the neighbourhood laughed a good deal at my unde 
on the occasion ; but he only shrugged his shoulders, 
looked mysterious, and replied, '* Tm^, boys ! I might 
have had her**** 



* Oar publisher, who is busily engaged iu printing a celebrated 
vrork, which is perhaps more generally read in this city than any 
other book, not excepting the Bible — I mean the New-York Direc- 
tor}* — has begged so hard that we would not overwhelm him with 
too much of a good thing, that we have, with Langstaff's approba- 
tion, cut short the residue of uncle John's amours. In all prolw- 
hility, it will be given iu a future number, whenever Launcelot it 

in the humour for it ; he is such an odd but mum, for fear of 

another suspension. — Note by fVilliam Wizard, Etq, 
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No. XII.— SATURDAY, JUNE 27, I8O7. 



from tns eFGbol»'Cl^sir. 

SoMX men delight in the study of plants, in the dissec- 
tion of a leaf, or the contour and complexion of a tulip ; 
others are charmed with the beauties of the feathered 
race, or the varied hues of the insect tribe. A naturalist 
will spend hours in the fatiguing pursuit of a butterfly ; 
and a man of the ton will waste whole years in the chase 
of a fine lady. I feel a respect for their avocations, for 
my own are somewhat similar. I love to open the great 
volume of human character : to me the examination of a 
beau is more interesting than that of a daffodil or Nar- 
cissus ; and I feel a thousand times more pleasure in 
catching a new view of human nature, than in kidnap- 
ping the most gorgeous butterfly — even an Emperor of 
Morocco himself. 

In my present situation I have ample room for the in- 
dulgence of this taste ; for perhaps Uiere is not a house 
in this city more fertile in subjects for the anatomists of 
human character, than my cousin Cockloft's. Honest 
Christopher, as I have before mentioned, is one of those 
hearty old cavaliers, who pride themselves upon keeping 
up the good, honest, unceremonious hospitality of old 
times. He is never so happy as when he has drawn 
about him a knot of sterling-hearted associata, and sits 
at the head of his table, dispensing a warm, cheering 
welcome to all. His countenance expands ttt vtvri ^gA»a, 
and beams forth emanations of hilarity, Y)enevQ\eiiCie,vcA 
good-^&Oowabip, that ioapire and gladden everj i^aA'o^ 
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bam ; sometimes had the honour to hand his master' a 
daughter into a tim-whiskey, was the oracle of the tavern '' 
he frequented on Sundays, and could beat all his asso- 
ciates, if you would take his word for it, in boxing, beer- 
drinking, jumping over chairs, and imitating cats in a 
gutter and opera-singers. Straddle was, moreover, a 
member of a catch-club, and was a great hand at ringing 
bob-majors ; he was, of course, a complete connoisseur 
in music, and entitled to assume that character at all 
performances in the art. He was likewise a member of 
a spouting-club ; had seen a company of strolling actors 
perform in a barn, and had even, like Abel Drugger, 
•* enacted" the part of Major Sturgeon with consider- 
able applause : he was consequently a profound critic, 
and fully authorised to turn up his nose at any American 
performances. He had twice partaken of annual dinners, 
given to the head manufacturers of Birmingham, where 
he had the good fortune to get a taste of turtle and 
turbot, and a smack of Champaign and Burgundy ; and 
he had heard a vast deal of the roast beef of Old Eng- 
land ; — he was therefore epicure sufiScient to d — n every 
dish and every glass of wine he tasted in America, though' 
at the same time he was as voracious an animal as ever 
crossed the Atlantic. Straddle had been splashed half a 
dozen times by the carriages of nobility, and had once 
the superlative felicity of being kicked out of doors by 
the footman of a noble duke ; he could, therefore, talk 
of nobility, and despise the untitled plebeians of Ame- 
rica. In short. Straddle was one of those dapper, bus- 
tling, florid, round, self-important " gemmen^** who 
bounce upon us half beau, half button -maker ; under- 
take to give us the true polish of the bon-ton, and en- 
deavour to inspire us with a proper and dig^fied contempt 
of our native country. 

Straddle wag quite in raptures ^hen 'Viu em^o^«t« 
determined to tend him to America aa an ai%e,^t* "^^ 
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trans- Atlantic declination towards his right ear. The 
fact was — nor did be make any secret of it — he was deter- 
mined to astonish the natives a few ! 

Srtadille was not a little disappointed on his arrival, to 
find the Americans were rather more civilized than he 
had imagined ; — he was suffered to walk to his lodgings 
unmolested by a crowd, and even unnoticed by a single 
individual ; — no love-letters came pouring in upon him ; 
— no rivals lay in wait to assassinate him ; — his very 
dress excited no attention, for there were many fools 
dressed equally ridiculous with himself. This was mor- 
tifying indeed to an aspiring youth, who had come out 
with the idea of astonishing and captivating. He was 
equally unfortunate in his pretensions to the character 
of critic, connoisseur, and boxer : he condemned our 
whole dramatic corps, and every thing appertaining to 
the theatre ; hut his critical abilities were ridiculed ; — 
he found fault with old Cockloft's dinner, not even 
sparing his wine, and was never invited to the house 
afterwards; — he scoured the streets at night, and waa 
cudgelled by a sturdy watchman ; — ^he hoaxed a honest 
mechanic, and was soundly kicked. Thus disappointed 
in all his attempts at notoriety, Straddle hit on the ex- 
pedient which was resorted to by the Giblets ; — he de- 
tennined to take the town by storm. He accordingly 
bought horses and equipages, and forthwith made a 
furious dash at style in a gig and tandem. 

As Straddle's finances were but limited, it may easily 
be suppoaed that his fashionable career infringed a little 
upon his consignments, which was indeed the case — for, 
to use a true cockney phrase, Brummagem auffered. But 
this was a circumstance that made little impression upon 
Straddle, who was now a lad of spirit— and lads of spirit 
always despise the sordid cares of keeping anothet uvasi' % 
money. Suspecting this circumstance, I uevex coxi\dL 
witne** any of bis exhibitions of style mlYiouV. aoxsA 
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whimsical association of ideas. Did he give an OBta^ 
tainment to a host of gonling friends, I immediaftdy 
fancied them gonnandizing heartily at the cip e ns e of 
poor Birmingham, and swallowing a consignment of 
hand-sawa and razors. Did I behold him **— H*f 
through liroadway in his gig, I saw him, ** in my mind's 
eye." drinng tandem on a nest of tea-boards ; nor cooU 
I ever contemplate his cockney exhibitions of horaeman- 
ship, but my mischievous imagination would picture Vm 
spurring a cask of hardware, like rosy Bacchus bestridii^ 
a brer- barrel, or the little gentleman who be-straddlci 
the world in the front of Hutching's Almanac. 

Straddle was equally successful with the Giblets, is 
muy well be supposed ; for thoug;h pedestrian merit msy 
strive in vain to become fashionable in Gotham, yet s 
candidate in an equipage is always recognised, and like 
Philip's as!t, laden with gold, will gain admittance creiy 
where. Mounted in his curricle or his gig, the candidate 
ix like a statue elevated on a high pedestal ; his merits 
are (lisrrmiblc from afar, and strike the dullest optics. 
Oh! Gotham. Gotham! most enlightened of cities! 
how does my heart swell with delight when I behold 
your sapient inhabitants lavishing their attention with 
Kurh wonderful discernment ! 

Thus Straddle became quite a man of ton, and wsi 
carrtisrd. and courted, and invited to dinners and balls. 
Whatever was alisurd or ridiculous in him before, wai 
now declared to be the style. He criticised our theatre, 
and wa.o listened to with reverence. He pronounced our 
niutiral entertainments barbarous ; and the judgment of 
Apullo himself would not have been more decisive. He 
abused our dinners ; and the god of eating, if there be 
any surh deity, seemed to speak through his organs. 
He became at once a man of taste — for he put his 
7nAl«>diction on every thing; and his arguments were 
concJunvc — for he suppoTtcd everf wnfi.t\Jvsm.^«n!Ca.^hiet. 
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He was likewise pronounced by the learned in the fa- 
shionable world, a young man of great research and deep 
observation — for he had sent home, as natural curiosities, 
an ear of Indian com. a pair of moccasons, a belt of 
wampum, and a four-leaved clover. Pie had taken great 
pains to enrich this curious collection with an Indian, 
and a cataract, but without success. In fine, the people 
talked of Straddle and his equipage, and Straddle talked 
of his horses, until it was imf ossible for the most critical 
observer to pronounce whether Straddle or his horses 
were most admired, or whether Straddle admired him- 
self or his horses most. 

Straddle was now in the zenith of his glory. He 
swaggered about parlours and drawing-rooms with the 
same unceremonious confidence he used to display in 
the taverns at Birmingham. He accosted a lady as he 
would a bar-maid ; and this was pronounced a certain 
proof that he had been used to better company in Bir- 
mingham. He became the great man of all the taverns 
between New- York and Haerlem ; and no one stood a 
chance of being accommodated until Straddle and his 
horses were perfectly satisfied. He d— d the landlords 
and the waiters with the best air in the world, and ac- 
costed them with true gentlemanly familiarity. He 
staggered from the dinner table to the play, entered the 
box like a tempest, and staid long enough to be bored to 
death, and to bore all those who had the misfortune to 
be near him. From thence he dashed off to a ball, Ume 
enough to flounder through a cotillion, tear half a dozen 
gowns, commit a number of other depredations, and 
make the whole company sensible of his infinite conde- 
scension in coming amongst them. The people of Go- 
tham thought him a prodigious fine fellow ; the young 
backs cultivated his accpiaintance with tbe Ttvo*X, ^tT*»«,- 
▼ering assiduity, and his retaine-s were. Rorc\e\.\TWC» corcv- 
phmented with n seat in his currieW, or a x\^e otvc^tv^ w. 
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numerous tribe. Perhaps my simple countrjrmen may 
hereafter be able to distinguish between the real En- 
gUah gentlemen, and individuals of the cast I have 
Iwretofore spoken of, as mere mongrels, springing at 
one bound from contemptible obscurity at home, to day- 
Mid iplmidoiir in this good-natnxed Imd. The 
bom and tnie bred Engliah gentkman ia a cha- 
' I bald in sreat respect; and I lofc to look back to 
("jpailnil wkflD oar fbn&thers flourished in the same 
mQ, and ludled each other as brofheis. But 
' 1— whan I c<mtemplate him as springing too 
Lthe aame soui«e, I fieel ashamed of the relationship, 
lam tempted to deny my origin. In the character Ot 
f b traced the complete outline of a true cockney, 
growth, and a descendant of that indiyidual 
i character mentiooed by Shakespeare, " toAo, in 
Id Aw horse, buttered hii hag." 
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A TOUR IN BROADWAY. 
Bt JBftBMy Cockloft, thk Youngkr. 

PREFACE. 

ITB kanied trareller begins his trarels at the rnm- 
mencement of his jouraey ; others begin theirs at the 
end ; and a third class begin any how and any where, 
which I think is the true way. A late facetious writer 
begins what he calls " A Picture of New Yotk," N«\>i^ «l 
particular description of Glen's Falls, from viYieivce, v:\VN\ 
admirable dexterity, be makes a digreatiiutx to iVie c«\^- 
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lived upon oysters and Indian com, danced buffalo- 
dances, and were lords "of the fowl and the brute;" 
but the spirit of time, and the spirit of brandy, have 
swept them from their ancient inheritance : and as the 
white wave of the ocean, by its ever-toiling assiduity, 
gains on the brown land, so the white man, by slow and 
sure degrees, has gained on the brown savage, and dis- 
possessed him of the land of his forefathers. Conjec- 
tures on the first peopling of America — different opinions 
on that subject, to the amount of near one hundred — 
opinion of Augustine Tomiel, that they are the descend- 
ants of Shem and Japheth, who came by the way of 
Japan to America — Juffridius Petri says they came from 
Friezeland — mem. cold journey. Mons. Charron says 
they are descended from the Gauls — bitter enough. A. 
Milius from the Celtae — Kircher from the Egyptians— 
Le Compte from the Phenicians — Lescarbot from the 
Canaanites, alias the Anthropophagi — Barewood from 
the Tartars — Grotius from the Norwegians ; and Linkum 
Fidelius has written two folio volumes to prove that 
America was first of all peopled either by the Antipo- 
deans or the Cornish miners, who, he maintains, might 
easily have made a subterranean passage to this country, 
particularly the Antipodeans, who, he asserts, can get 
along under ground as fast as mules — quere, which of 
these is in the right, or are they all wrong ? For my 
part, I don't see why America has not as good a right 
to be peopled at first, as any little contemptible country 
in Europe, or of Asia ; and I am determined to write a 
book at my first leisure, to prove that Noah was bom 
here ; and that so far is America from being indebted to 
any other country for inhabitants, that they were every 
one of them peopled by colonies from her ! — Mem. bat- 
tery a very pleasant place to walk on a Sunda.'^ evetCvcv^ 
— not quite genteel though ; every body -waMta tJcvete, vcc^^ 
a pleasure, however genuine, is spoiled by getvw«\ ■^^^- 

o 2 
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CHAPTER III. 

Bowling-green— fine place for pasturing cows— a per- 
quisite of the late corporation; formerly ornamented 
with a ktatue of George III. ; people pulled it down in 
the war to make bullets— great pity, as it might have 
been given to the academy ; it would have become a 
cellar as well as any other. Broadway — great difference 
in the gentility of streets ; a man who resides in Pearl- 
atreet, or Chatham-row, derives no kind of dignity from 
his domicile, but place him in a certain part of Broadway 
— any where between the battery and Wall-street, and 
he strughtway becomes entitled to figure in the beau 
monde, and strut as a person of prodigious consequence ! 
Quere, whether there is a degree of purity in the air of 
that quarter which changes the gross particles of vul- 
garity, into gems of refinement and polish ? A question 
to be asked, but not to be answered — Wall-street — City- 
hall — ^famous place for catchpoles, deputy sheriffs, and 
young lawyers; which last attend the courts, not be- 
cause they have business there, but because they have 
no business any where else. My blood always curdles 
when I see a catchpole, they being a species of vermin, 
who feed and fatten on the common wretchedness of 
mankind, who trade in misery, and, in becoming the 
executioners of the law, by their oppression and villany, 
almost counterbalance all the benefits which are derived 
from its salutary regulations. Story of Quevedo about a 
catchpole possessed by a devil, who, on being interro- 
gated, declared that he did not come there voluntarily, 
bat by compulsion ; and that a decent devil would never 
of his own free will enter into the body of a catchpole : 
instead, therefore, of doing him the injustifie Uk wk) V2oaX 
here was a catchpole be-deviled, ihey «Yio\i!Ld «v] \t -««» 
a defil Ae-cateApoIed ; that bong Vn tOB^ty t:tv« tnaiiXx. 
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—Wonder what has become of the old crier of tha court, 
A ho used to make more noise in preserving silenee thin 
the audience did in breaking it : if ft man happened to 
Irop his cane, the old hero would sing out " Silenee 1 " 
n a voice emulating the " wide-mouthed thunder." 
i>n inquiry, found he had retired firom business to ei^oy 
if ill m cum dignitate, as many a great num had done 
i>efore. 8trang:e that wise men, as they are though 
ihould toil throu(;h a whole existence, merely to eqjoy a 
few moments of leisure at last ! why don't they begin to 
[)e easy at first, and not purchase a moment's pleasure 
nith an age of pain ? — mem. posed some of the jockeys 
-eh! 

CHAPTER IV. 

BAaBER'a pole! threfc different orders of ahawn in 
^f cw York : those who shave pigs — N. B. Freshmen and 
lophomores; — those who cut beards, and those who 
ihare notes of hand; the last are the most respectable, 
because, in the course of a year, they make more money, 
iind that honestly, than the whole corps of other ahaaen 
can do in half a century ; besides, it would puisle a 
common barber to ruin any man, except by cutting his 
throat ; whereas your higher order of shavera^ your tme 
l)Iood -suckers of the community, seated snugly behind 
the curtain, in watch for prey, live upon the vitals of the 
unfortunate, and grow rich on the ruin of thouaanda. 
Vet this last class of barbers are held in high respect in 
the world ; they never offend against the decencies of 
life, po often to church, look down on honest poverty, 
iivalking on foot, and call themselves gentlemen; yea, 
men of honour ! Lottery-ofiSces — another set of capital 
lihavers ! licensed gtunbling houses ! good things enoo^ 
though, as they enable a few honest indusMoua gemtle- 
mett to humbug: the people— according to law ; beddei, 
ftht j)cop]e wUl be 8uc\i toola, ^\wMfc^%MiX.\a\\iViMSL their 
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own if they get bit f Messrs. Paif— beg pardon for put> 
ting them in such bad company, because they are a 
couple of fine fellows — mem. to recommend !\Iichaera 
antique suuff-box to all amateurs in the art. Kaele 
singing Yankey-doodle— N. B. Bulfon, Pennant, and the 
rest of the naturalists all naturals, not to know the eagle 
was a singing-bird ; Linkum Fidelias knew better, and 
gives a long description of a bald eagle that serenaded 
bim once in Canada : — digression ; particular account of 
the Canadian Indians ; — story about Areskou learning to 
make fishing-nets of a spider — don't believe it though, 
because, according to Linkum, and many other learned 
authorities, Areskou is the same as Mars, being derived 
from his Greek name of Ares; and if so, he knew well 
enough what a net was without consulting a spider : — 
story of Arachne being changed into a spider as a reward 
for having hanped herself ; — derivation of the word spin- 
ster from spider: — Colophon, now Altobosco, the birth- 
place of Arachne, remarkable for a famous breed of 
apiders to this day ;— mem. nothing like a little scho- 
larship—make the ignoramtises, viz., the majority of my 
readers, stare like wild pigeons ; return to New York by 
a short cut— meet a dashing belle, in a thick white veil- 
tried to get a peep at her face ; saw she squinted a little 
— thought so at first ; never saw a face covered with a 
veil that was worth looking at : saw some ladies holding 
a conversation across the street about going to church 
next Sunday — talked so loud they frightened a cartman's 
horse, who ran away, and overset a basket of ginger- 
bread with a little boy under it ; — mem. I don't much 
see the use of speaking-trumpets now-a-days. 
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the city come there to settle the afl^un of the nation. 
Scheme of Ichabod Fungus to restore the balance of 
Europe. Digression: some account of the balance of 
Europe; comparison between it and a pair of scales, 
with the Emperor Alexander in one, and the Emperor 
Napoleon in the other: fine fellows— both of a weight ; 
can't tell which will kick the beam : mem. don't care 
much either — nothing to me. Ichabod very unhappy 
about it ; thinks Napoleon has an eye on this country : 
capital place to pasture his horses, and provide for the 
- rest of his family. Dey-street ; ancient Dutch name of 
it, signifying murderer's valley, formerly the site of a 
great peach-orchard : my grandmother's history of the 
famous Peaeh war; arokefrom an Indian stealing peaches 
out of this orchard — good cause as need be for a war ; just 
as good as the balance of power. Anecdote of a war be- 
tween two Italian states about a bucket; introduce some 
capital new truisms about the folly of mankind, the am- 
bition of kings, potentates, and princes — particularly 
Alexander, Caesar, Charles XII., Napoleon, little King 
Pepin, and the great Charlemagne. Conclude with an 
exhortation to the present race of sovereigns to keep the 
king's peace, and abstain from all those deadly quarrels 
which produce battle, murder, and sudden death : mem. 
ran my nose against a lamp-post— conclude in great 
dudgeou. 



;fratn ntj} t^aio-C^nh. 



Atumpcd out of tbv room wtib gnat vociCerauoD of 
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FROM THE MILL OF PINDAR COCKLOFT, KSQ. 

How often I cast my reflections behind, 
And call up the days of past youth to my mind ! 
When folly assails in habiliments new, 
When fashion obtrudes some fresb whim- wham to view : 
When the foplings of fashion bedazzle my. sight, 
Bewilder my feelings — my senses benight ; 
I retreat in disgust from the world of to-day, 
To commune with the world that has mouldered away ; 
To converse with the shades of those friends of my love, 
Long gathered in peace to the angels above. 

In my rambles through life, should I meet with annoy 
From the bold beardless stripling — the turbid pert boy ; 
One reared in the mode lately reckoned genteel. 
Which, neglecting the head, aims to perfect the heel ; 
Which completes the sweet fopling while yet in his teens, 
And fits him for fashion's light changeable scenes ; 
Proclaims him a man to the near and the far. 
Can he dance a cotillion or smoke a cigar ; 
And though brainless and vapid as vapid can be. 
To routs and to parties pronounces him free : — 
Ob ! I think on the beaux that existed of yore. 
On those rules of the ton that exist now no more ! 

I recall with delight how each younker at first 
In the cradle of science and virtue was nursed ; 
How the graces of person and graces of mind. 
The polish ofleaming and fashion combined, 
Till M^iened in manners and strengthened in head. 
By the clawicai lore of the living and dead. 
Matured in his person till manly in size, 
H* M«« waMpn$eated a beaa to our eyea \ 
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Tliat the law of their system has early imprest 
The importance of fitting themselves to each guest ; 
And, of course, that full oft when ye trifle and play, 
'Tia to gratify triflers who strut" in your way. 
The child might as well of its mother complain, 
As wanting true wisdom and soundness of brain, 
Because that, at times, whUe it hangs on her breast, 
She with " lulla-by-baby " beguiles it to rest. 
'Tis its weakness of mind that induces the stnun ; 
For wisdom to infants is prattled in vain. 

"Hs true, at odd times, when in frolicksome fit. 
In the midst of his gambols, the mischievous wit 
May start some light foible that clings to the fur, 
Like cobwebs that fasten to objects most rare ; 
In the play of his fancy will sportively say 
Some delicate censure that pops in his way : 
He may smile at your fashions, and frankly express 
His dislike of a dance, or a flaming red dress ; 
Yet he blames not your want of man's physical force, 
Nor complains though ye cannot in Latin discourse. 
He delights in the language of nature ye speak. 
Though not so refined as true classical Oveek. 
He remembers that Providence never designed 
Our females, like suns, to bewilder and blind ; 
But like the mild orb of pale evening serene, 
Whose radiance illumines, yet softens the scene, 
To light us with cheering and welcoming ray 
Along the rude path when the sun is away. 

I own in my scribblings I lately have named 
Some faults of our fair which I gently have blamed ; 
But be it for ever by all understood. 
My eensures were only pronounced for theix ^ocA. 
I delight in the sex— 'tis the pride of my mmd 
To coatider tbem gentle, endearing, Tefibaedi *, 



Impressed with an awe like an angel's c 

Yes, fair ones, by this is for ever defin 
The fop from the man of refinement and 
The latter believes ye in bounty were gi^ 
As a bond upon earth of our union with 
And if ye are weak, and are frail, in his ^ 
'Tis to call forth fresh warmth, and his f 
'Tis his joy to support these defects of y 
And his love at your weakness redoubles 
He rejoices the gem is so rich and so fail 
And is proud that it claims his protectioi 
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No. XIII.— FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, ISO". 



I nvAS not a little perplexed, a short time since, by 
the eccentric conduct of my knowing coadjutator. Will 
Wizard. For two or three days he was completely in 
a quandary. He would come into old Cockloft's par- 
lour ten times a day, swinging his ponderous legs along 
with his usual vast strides, clap his hands into his sides, 
contemplate the little shepherdesses on the mantel-piece 
for a few minutes, whistling all the while, and then sally 
out full sweep without uttering a word. To be sure, a 
pish or a pshaw occasionally escaped him ; and he was 
observed once to pull out his enormous tobacco-box, 
drum for a moment upon its lid with his knuckles, and 
then return it into his pocket without taking a quid. 
^'Twas evident Will was full of some mighty idea — not 
that his restlessness was any way uncommon ; for I have 
often seen Will throw himself almost into a fever of heat 
and fatigue — doing nothing. But his inflexible tacitur- 
nity set the whole family, as usual, a- wondering, as Will 
seldom enters the house without giving one of his " one 
thousand and one" stories. For my part, I began to 
think that the late fracas at Canton had alarmed Will 
for the safety of his friends Kinglun, Chinqua, and Con- 
sequa — or that something had gone wrong in the altera- 
tions of the theatre— or that some new outrage at Norfolk 
had put him in a worry ; — in short, I did not know "mVaX. 
to think; for Will is such a univeTsaV YwLS^-^ioA^, %sA 
meddles §o much in every thing going foxwvtd, ^'bX i<!c^ 
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might as well attempt to emOectiire what to goiD, 
the north star as in hto preekma perierwunm. 
Mn. Cockloft, who, like a worthy woman aa ahe 
dom troubles herself about any thing in thu 
saving the affairs of her household, and the ear 
portment of her female friends, was struck w 
mystery of Will's behaviour. She happened, « 
came in and went out the tenth time, to be busy 
the bottom of one of the old red damask dud: 
notwithstanding this is to her an affair of vast 
ance, yet she could not help turning round and e 
ing, " I wonder what can be the matter wi 
Wixard I'* " Nothing," rcpUed old Christopher, 
we shall have an eruption soon.*' — The old lady 
understand a word of this, neither did she care : 
expressed her wonder; and that, vi^th her, u 
sufficient. 

I am so well acquainted with Will's peculiariti 
I can tell, even by his whistle, when he is about i 
for our paper, as certainly as a weather wiseacn 
that it is going to rain when he sees a pig run tq 
about with his nose in the wind. I therefore 
account with receiving a communication firom hiii 
long ; and, sure enough, the evening before lai 
tinguished his free-mason knock at my door, 
seen many wise men in my time, philosophers, mi 
ticians, astronomers, politicians, editors, and all 
makers — but never did I see a man look half aa 
did my friend Wizard on entering the room. E 
vater beheld him at that moment, he would have 
down, to a certainty, as a fellow who had just dii 
the longitude, or the philosopher's stone. 

Without saying a word, he handed me a roll o: 
after which he lighted his cigar, sat down, croc 
lcir5. folded his arms, and, elevating his nose to i 
ofiiboai iorty-live degrees, \)egan loMuvAbt^kai 
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engine. WUl delights in the picturesque. On opening: 
his budget, and perceiving the motto, it struck me that 
\Vill had brought me one of his confoundod Chinese 
manuscripts, and I was forthwith goini; to dismiss it 
with indignation ; but accidentally seeing the name of 
our oracle, the sage Linkum, of whose inestimable folios 
we pride ourselves upon being the sole possessors, I be« 
gan to think the better of it, and looked round at Will to 
express my approbation. I shall never forget the figure 
he cut at that moment ! He had watched my counte- 
nance, on opening his manuscript, with the Argus eyes of 
an author ; and, perceiving some tokens of disapproba- 
tion, began, according to custom, to puff away at his cigar 
with such vigour, that in a few minutes he had entirely 
involved himself in smoke, except his nose and one foot, 
which were just visible, the latter wagging with great 
velocity. I believe I have hinted before — at least, I 
ought to have done so— that Will's nose is a very goodly 
nose ; to which it may be as well to add, that in his 
voyages under the tropics it had acquired a copper com- 
plexion, which renders it very brilliant and luminous. 
You may imagine what a sumptuous appearance it made, 
projecting boldly, like the celebrated promontorium na- 
tidiumy at Samos, with a light-house upon it, and sur- 
rounded on all sides with smoke and vapour. Had my 
gravity been like the Chinese philosopher's, " within 
one degree of absolute firigidity," here would have been 
a trial for it. I could not stand it, but burst into such a 
laugh as I do not indulge in above once in a hundred 
years. This was too much for Will ; he emerged from 
hia cloud, threw his cigar into the fire-place, and strode 
out of the room, pulling up his breeches, muttering 
•onaething which, I verily believe, was nothing more nor 
leas than a horribly long Chinese malediction. 

He, however, left his manuscript behind Vam, -wVu^tx 
I now give to the world. Whether he i« aeriovA on \Xv<& 
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ANS FOR DEFENDING OUR 
HARBOUR. 

BY WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ. 

Long-fong teko buzx tor-pe*do. 

Fudge Confucius. 

M'e'U blow the Tillains all sky high { 

But do it with econo my. 

Link. Fid. 

BLY never was a town more subject to midsummer 
les and dog- day whim- whams, than this most ezcel- 
6f cities. Our notions, like our diseases, seem all 
emic ; and no sooner does a new disorder or a new 
I seise one individual, but it is sure to run through 
he community. — This is particularly the case when 
lummer is at the hottest, and every body's head is 
, vertigo, and his brain in a ferment ; 'tis absolutely 
isary, then, the poor souls should have some bubble 
nuse themselves with, or they would certainly run 
. Last year the poplar-worm made its appearance, 
t fortunately for our citizens ; and every body was so 
h in horror of being poisoned and devoured, and so 
ed in making humane experiments on cats and dogs, 
we got through the summer quite comfortably: the 

had the worst of it — every mouser of them was 
«d, and there was not a whisker to be seen in the 
le sisterhood. This summer every body has had full 
loyment in planning fottifications for our harbour. 

a cobbler or tailor in the city but has left hia awl 
his thimble, become an engineer outright, «i\^ «&- 
i most magnanimously to the building oi fotlA vci^ 
ruction of uaviea. Heavens ! as my fnend 'ULiMVa-- 
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of the one in question at the table of my fviend Christo- 
pher Cockloft : but it put the honest old gentleman in a 
violent piussion. He condemned it in toto, as an attempt 
to introduce a dastardly and exterminating mode of war- 
fare. — •' Already have we proceeded far enough," said 
he, " in the science of destruction : war is already in- 
vested with sufficient horrors and calamities ; let us not 
increase the catalogue : let us not, by these deadly arti> 
fices, provoke a system of insidious and indiscriminate 
hostility, that shall terminate in laying our cities deso- 
late, and exposing our women, our children, and our 
infirm, to the sword of pitiless recrimination." Honest 
old cavalier ! — it was evident he did not reason as a true 
politician ; but he felt as a christian and philanthropist ; 
and that was, perhaps, just as well. 

It may be readily supposed that our citizens did not 
refuse the invitation of the society to the blow-up ; it was 
the first naval action ever exhibited in our port, and the 
good people all crowded to see the British navy blown up 
in efllgy. The young ladies were delighted with the 
novelty of the show, and declared, that if war could be 
conducted in this manner, it would become a fashionable 
amusement ; and the destruction of a fleet be as pleasant 
as a ball or a tea party. The old folk were equally 
pleased with the spectacle — because it cost them nothing. 
Dear souls, how hard was it they should be disappointed I 
the brig most obstinately refused to be decomposed ;-*- 
the dinners grew cold, and the puddings were overboiled, 
throughout the renowned city of Gotham ; and ita sapient 
inhabitants, like the honest Strasburghers, from whom 
most of them are doubtless descended, who went out to 
see the courteous stranger and his nose, all returned 
home, after having threatened to pull down the flag-staff 
by way of taking satisfaction for their d\««ppo\xwVccwe.tiV. — 
By the way, there is not an anuaa\ m ^fc njcwSA. xasst* 
diMcruauMting in iu yengeance than a fte^AkorcxTa^* 



214 WniM-WUAMS AND OPINIONS 

In the evening I repaired to friend Hogg's, to smol 
a sociable cigar, but had scarcely entered the room, whe 
I was taken prisoner by my friend, Mr. Ichabod Fungui 
who, I soon saw, was at his usual trade of prying int 
mill-stones. The old gentleman informed me that tl 
brig had actually blown up, after a world of manaeuvrini 
and had nearly blown up the society with it ; he aeenu 
to entertain strong doubts as to the objects of the aociel 
in the invention of these infernal machinea — ^hinted 
suspicion of their wishing to aet the river on fire, an 
that he should not be surprised on waking one of tha 
mornings to find the Hudson in a blaie. " Not that 
disapprove of the plan," said he, " provided it hM tk 
end in view which they profess ; no, no, an exceUa 
plan of defence ; — no need of batteries, forts, ftigate 
and gun-boats : observe, sir, all that's necessary ia, thi 
the ships must come to anchor in a convenient place 
watch must be asleep, or so complacent as not to distui 
any boats paddling about them— fair wind and tide — ^b 
moonlight— machines well directed— mustn't flash in tl 
pan — bang's the word, and the vessel's blown up in 
moment! " — ** Good," said I, " you remind me of 
lubberly Chinese, who was flogged by an honest ci^tii 
of my acquaintance, and who, on being advised to n 
taliate, exclaimed—' Hi yah I spose two men hold fii 
him captain, den very mush me bamboo he !' " 

The old gentleman grew a little crusty, and insiatc 
that I did not understand him ; — all that was requiiil 
to render the effect certain was, that the enemy ahool 
enter into the project ; or, in other words, be agreeaU 
to the measure ; so that if the machine did not coma i 
the ship, the ship should go to the machine ; by whk 
means he thought the success of the machine would t 
inevitable — provided it struck fire. *' But do yoa w 
think," said I, doubtmgV^, " that it would be ratbi 
difficult to persuade the euem^ VeiXa vaOti va ^^Gt^^Bumt 
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Adopt, therefore, the plan I have pointed out ; and relj 
upon it, that let anj fleet, however large, be but once 
assailed by this battery of slang- whangers, and if they 
have not entirely lost their sense of hearing, or a regard 
for their own char^ters and feelings, they will, at the 
very first fire, slip their cables, and retreat with as much 
precipitation as if they had unwarily entered into the at- 
mosphere of the Bohan upas. In this manner may your 
wars be conducted with proper economy; and it will 
cost no more to drive off a fleet than to write up a party, 
or write down a bashaw of three tails. 

The sly old gentleman I have before mentioned, was 
highly delighted with this plan ; and proposed, as an 
improvement, that mortars should be placed on the bat- 
tery, which, instead of throwing shells and such trifles, 
might be charged with newspapers, Tammany addresses, 
&c., by way of red-hot shot, which would undoubtedly be 
very potent in blowing up any powder magazine they 
might chance to come in contact with. He concluded 
by informing the company, that in the course of a few 
evenings he would have the honour to present them with 
a scheme for loading certain vessels with newspapers, 
resolutions of ** numerous and respectable meetings," 
and other combustibles, which vessels were to be blown 
directly in the midst of the enemy by the bellows of the 
slang-whangers : and he was much mistaken if they 
would not be more fatal than fire-ships, bomb-ketches, 
gun- boats, or even torpedoes. 

These are but two or three specimens of the nature 
and efficacy of the innumerable plans with which this 
city abounds. Every body seems charged to the muzzle 
with gunpowder, every eye flashes fire- works and torpe- 
does, and every comer is occupied by knots of inflam- 
matory projectors; not one of whom but has «ov»& 
preposterous mode of destruction, viYi\cYiVw&\va& y^^"^*^^^ 
be infallibJe by a previous expeiimetiti \a ^itoSa oi^«*«*^* 
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Even Jeremy Cockloft has caught the infect 
the great annoyance of the inhabitants of Cockle 
whither he had retired to make his experiments 
turbed. At one time all the mirrors in the hou 
unhung — their collected rays thrown^to the hot 
to try Archimedes' plan of burning-glasses ; i 
honest old gardener was almost knocked down 1 
he mistook for a stroke of the sun, but which tun 
to b« nothing more than a sudden attack of one < 
tremendous jack-o'-lanterns. It became dangc 
walk through the court-yard, for fear of an ex| 
and the whole family was thrown into absolute 
and consternation, by a letter from the old hous 
to Airs. Cockloft, informing her of his having bl 
a favourite Chinese gander, which I had broug 
Canton, as he was majestically sailing in the due 

*' In the multitude of counsellors there is saft 
so, the defenceless city of Gotham has nothing U 
hend ; but much do I fear that so many ezcell 
infallible projects will be presented, that we shall 
loM which to adopt, and the peaceable inhabita 
like a £unou8 projector of my acquaintance, who 
vnM unfortunately plundered, while he was cont 
patent lock to secure hia door. 
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Lolling in my elbow-chair this fine summer noon, I 
feel myself insensibly yielding to that genial feeling of 
indolence the season is so well fitted to inspire. Every 
one who is blessed with a little of the delicioiw languor • 
of disposition that delights in repose, must often have 
sported among the fa^ scenes, the golden visions, the 
voluptuous reveries, that swim before the imagination at 
such moments, and which so much resemble those bliss- 
ful sensations a Mussulman enjoys after his favourite 
indulg^ce of opium, which Will Wisard declares can 
be compared to nothing but ''swimming in an ocean of 
peacocks' feathers." In such a mood, every body must 
be sensible it would be idle and unprofitable for a man 
to send his wits a gadding on a voyage of discovery into 
futurity ; or even to trouble himself with a laborious 
investigation of what b actually passing under his eye. 
We are, at such times* more disposed to resort to the 
pleasures of memory, than to those of the imagination ; 
and like the way-faring traveller, reclining for a moment 
on his staff, had rather contemplate the ground we have 
travelled than the region which is yet before us. 

I could here amuse myself and stultify my readen Hn&!^ 
a most elaborate and ingenious paxaW.c\ \M.X.N9«ecL «3aii2cksiit» 
and travdJen ; but in this balxoy aeMoti, "wXas^ td^kv 
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mon stock of knowledge; we have shared our morsel 
with the ignorant multitude ; and so far from elevating 
ourselves above the world, our sole endeavour has been 
to raise the world to our own level, and make it as wise 
as we its disinterested benefiictorsi 

To a moral writer like myself, who, next to his own 
comfort and entertainment, has the good of his fellow 
dtisens at heart, a retrospect u but a sorry amusenoent. 
Like the industrious husbandman, he often contemplates 
in silent disappointment his labours wasted on a barren 
soil, or the seed he has carefully sown dioked by a re- 
dundancy of worthless weeds. I expected long ere this 
to have seen a complete reformation in manners and 
morals, achieved by our united efforts. My fiancy echoed 
to the applauding voices of a retrieved generation : — I 
anticipated, with proud satisfaction, the period, not for 
distant, when our work would be introduced into the 
academies with which every lane and alley of our cities 
abounds — when our precepts would be gently inducted 
into every unlucky urchin by force of birch — and my 
ironbound physiognomy, as taken by Will Wizard, be 
as notorious as that of Noah Webster, jun. Esq., or hb 
no less renowned predecessor the illustrious Dilworth, 
of spelling-book immortality. But, well-a-day I to let 
my readers into a profound secret, the expectations <tf 
man are like the varied hues that tinge the distant pros- 
pect — never to be realised— never to be enjoyed but in 
perspective. Luckless Laimcelot, that the humblest of 
the many ur castles thou hast erected, should prove a 
** baseless fabric !" Much does it grieve me to confess, 
that after all our lectures, precepts, and excellent admo- 
nidons, the people of New York are nearly as mudi 
given to backsliding and ill-nature as ever ; they are just 
as much abandoned to dandng and tea-drinking ; and 
as to scandal, WvH Wixax^ mfoTms me that, by a rough 
computation, since the \a»t cm%p <A ^axiv««^»-^»^fe» 
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Canton arrived, no less than eighteen characters have 
been blown up, besides a number of others that have 
been wofuUy shattered. 

The ladies still labour under the same scarcity of mus- 
lins, and delight in flesh-coloured silk stockings: it is 
evident, however, that our advice has had very consider- 
able effect on them, as they endeavour to act as opposite 
to it as possible — this beinp: what Evergreen calls female 
independence. As to the Straddles, they abound as 
much as ever in Broadway, particularly on Sundays; 
and Wizard roundly asserts that he supped in company 
with a knot of them a few evenings since, when they 
liquidated a whole Birmingham consignment in a batch 
of imperial champagne. I have, furthermore, in the 
course of a month past, detected no less than three Gib- 
let familie.4 making their first onset towards style and 
gentility, in the very manner we have heretofore repro- 
bated. Nor have our utmost efforts been able to check 
the progress of that alarming epidemic, the rage for 
punning, which, though doubtless originally intended 
merely to ornament and enliven conversation by little 
sports of fancy, threatens to overrun and poison the 
whole, like the baneful ivy which destroys the useful 
plant it first embellished. Now I look upon an habitual 
punster as a depredator upon conversation ; and I have 
remarked sometimes one of these offenders sitting silent 
on the watch for an hour together, until some luckless 
wight, unfortunately for the ease and quiet of the com- 
pany, dropped a phrase susceptible of a double meaning 
— when, pop, our punster would dart out like a veteran 
mouscr from her covert, seize the unlucky word, and 
ai'tcr worrying and mumbling at it until it was capable 
of no further marring. rela])se again into silent watchful- 
ness, and lie in waif, for another opportumty. ¥.\c.w\\\\*. 
nii)rht be borne with, by the aid «)f a Utt\e. \A\\Vwo\\\v"^ % 
hut tbe wont of it ;«. tJicv arc not ('(mtcntto tiva\\\jX-ox.- 
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ture puns and laugh heartily at them themselves, but 
they expect we should laugh with them — which I con- 
sider as an intolerable hardship, and a flagrant im- 
position on good nature. Let these gentlemen fritter 
away conversation with impunity, and deal out their 
wits in sixpenny bits if they please, but I beg I may 
have the choice of refusing currency to their small 
change. I am seriously afraid, however, that our junto 
is not qxiite free from the infection; nay, that it has 
even approached so near as to menace the tranquillity of 
my elbow-chair ; for, Will Wizard, as we were in caucus 
the other night, absolutely electrified Pindar and myself 
with a most palpable and perplexing pun — had it been » 
torpedo, it could not have more discomposed the frater- 
nity. Sentence of banishment was unanimously de- 
creed ; but on his confessing that, like many celebrated 
wits, he was merely retailing other men's wares on com- 
mission, he was for that once forgiven, on condition oi 
refraining from such diabolical practices in future. Pin- 
dar is particularly outrageous against punsters; and 
quite astonished and put me to a nonplus a day or two 
since, by asking abruptly " whether I thought a punster 
could be a good christian?" He followed up his ques- 
tion triumphantly, by offering to prove, by sound logic 
and historical fact, that the Roman empire owed its de- 
cline and fall to a pun, and that nothing tended so much 
to demoralize the French nation as their abominable 
rage iorjeux de mots. 

But what, above every thing else, has caused me 
much vexation of spirit, and displeased me most with 
this stiff-necked nation is, that in spite of all the serious 
and profound censures of the sage Mustapha, in his va- 
rious letters — they will talk! — they will still wag thor 
tongues, and chatter like very slang- whangers ! Thu is 
8 degree of obstmacy Vncomi^tebeasible in the extreme, 
and ia another proof \iovi ^«xmv[xV^^^^^t^^^>faiti 
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them laugh therefore if they will, provided they profit at 
the same time, and do not mistukc our object. It is one 
of our indisputable facts, that it ia easier to laugh tea 
follies out of countenance, than to coax, reason, or flog 
a man out of one. In this odd, singular, and indes- 
cribable age, which is neither the age of gold, silver, 
iron, brass, chivalry, or pills, as Sir John Carr asserts, a 
grave writer who attempts to attack folly with the heavy 
artillery of moral reasoning, will fare like Smollet's ho- 
nest pedant, who clearly demonstrated by angles, &c., 
after the manuer of Euclid, that it was wrong to do evil, 
and was laughed at for his pains. Take my word for it, 
a little well applied ridicule, like Hannibal's application 
of vinegar to rocks, with certain hard heads and obdurate 
hearts will do more than all the logic or demonstrations in 
Longinus or Euclid. But the people of Gotham, wise 
souls ! are so much accustomed to see morality approach 
them, clothed in formidable wigs and sable garbs, " with 
leaden eye that loves the ground," that they can never re- 
cognise her when, drest in gay attire, she comes tripping 
towards them with smiles and sunshine in her counte- 
nance. — Well, let the rogues remain in ignorance, for 
** ignorance is bliss," as the poet says; and I put as 
implicit faith in poetry as I do in the almanack or the 
newspaper. We will improve them without their being 
the wiser for it, and they shall become better in spite ci 
their teeth, and without their having the least auspicum 
of the reformation working within them. 

Among all our manifold grievances, however, still some 
small but vivid rays of sunshine occasionally brighten 
along our path, cheering our steps, and inviting us to 
persevere. 

The public have paid some little regard to a few 

articles of our advice — ^they have purchased our numbcn 

freely ; »o mudi tiie V»e\.ta lot wa ^^xMvilGtftx—they have 

read themattcntwd^ \ *om^xc^\^.\v^^«^.^KtV«^^^\lsaA^'o». 
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The melancfaoly fate of my dear aunt Charity has had a 
wonderful effect ; and I have now before me a letter from 
a gentleman who lives opposite to a couple cf old ladies, 
remarkable for the interest they took in his aJairs : his 
apartments were absolutely in a state of blockade, and 
he was on the point of changing his lodgings, or capitu- 
lating, until the appearance of our ninth number, which 
he immediately sent over with his compliments — the 
good ladies took the hint, and have scarcely appeared at 
the window since. As to the wooden gentlemen, our 
friend J^Iiss Sparkle assures me they are wonderfully im- 
proved by our criticisms, and sometimes venture to make 
a remark, or attempt a pun in company, to the great 
edification of all who happen to understand them. As 
to red shawls, they are entirely dbcarded from the fair 
shoulders of our ladies, ever since the last importation of 
finery : nor has any lady, since the cold weather, ven- 
tured to expose her elbows to the admiring gaze of scru- 
tinizing passengers. But there is one victory we have 
achieved, which has given us more pleasure than to have 
written down the whole administration : I am assured, 
from unquestionable authority, that our young ladies, 
doubtless in consequence of our weighty admonitions, 
have not once indulged in that intoxicating, inflamma- 
tory, and whirligig dance, the waltz, ever since hot 
weather commenced. True it is, I understand, an at- 
tempt was made to exhibit it, by some of the sable fair 
ones, at the last African boll, but it was highly disap- 
proved of by all the respectable elderly ladies present. 

These are sweet sources of comfort, to atone for the 
many wrongs and misrepresentations heaped upon us by 
the world — for even we have experienced its ill-nature. 
How often have we heard ourselves reproached fot XV\& 
insidious applications of the uncharitable \—\iovf o1\aw 
have we been accuaed of emotions which tvc\et loxxtAi^tx 
eotnnce into our bosomB I— how often haive o>m «^xXJc5* 
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does when he bathes his pen in the heart's-blood of a 
patron and benefactor ; or sacrifices one more illustrious 
victim on the altar of party animosity. 



TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

It is our misfortune to be frequently pestered, in our 
pere^nations about this learned city, by certain critical 
gad-flies, who buzz around, and merely attack the skin, 
without ever being able to penetrate the body. The 
reputation of our promising proteg^, Jeremy Ck)ckloft 
the younger, has been assailed by these skin deep critics ; 
they have questioned his claims to originality, and even 
hinted that the ideas for his New Jersey Tour, were bor- 
rowed from a late work, entitled " My Pocket-book." As 
there is no literary offence more despicable in the eyes of 
the trio than borrowing, we immediately called Jeremy 
to an account ; when he proved, by the dedication of the 
work in question, that it was first published in London, 
in March, I8O7— and that his ** Stranger in New Jersey " 
had made its appearance on the 24th of the preceding 
February. 

We were on the point of acquitting Jeremy with ho- 
nour, on the ground that it was impossible, knowing, as 
he is, to borrow from a foreign work one month before it 
was in existence, when Will Wizard suddenly took up 
the cudgels for the critics, and insisted that nothing was 
more probable, for he recollected reading of an ingenious 
Dutch author, who plainly convicted the ancients of 
stealing ht>m his labours ! — So much for criticism. 



Tf ddy tttmi lo be : 
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No. XIV.— SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER Ip, IBOT. 



LETTER 
FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 

To ASBH n4,CCBBM, PBIIfCIPAb SLAVI-DmiTSm TO ■!• 

HioBNxns TBK Basbaw or TairoLi. 

Health and joy to the friend of my heart! — May the 
angel of peace ever watch over thy dwelling, and the star 
of prosperity shed its benignant Itistre on all thy under- 
takings. Far other is the lot of thy captive friend ; — his 
brightest hopes extend but to a lengthened period of 
weary captivity, and memory only adds to the measure of 
his gpriefs, by holding up a mirror which reflects with 
redoubled charms the hours of past felicity. In mid- 
night slumbers my soul holds sweet converse with the 
tender objects of its affections ; — it is then the exile is 
restored to his country ; it is then the wide waste of 
waters that rolls between us disappear, and I clasp to 
my bosom the companion of my youth ! I awake, and 
find it is but a vision of the night. The sigh will rise — 
the tear of dejection will steal adown my cheek : — I fly 
to my pen, and strive to forget myself and my sorrows, 
in conversing with my friend. 

In such a situation my good Asem, it cannot be ex- 
pected that I should be able so wholly to abstract myself 
from my own feelings, as to give thee a full and syste- 
matic account of the singular people amon^ yibook td:^ 
disa«trous lot has been raat. 1 can otvYy ftuA \»k>k*> 
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every tongue is loaded with reproach, and every heart is 
filled with gall and bitterness. 

At this period several unjustifiable and serious injuries, 
on the part of the barbarians of the British islands, have 
given a new impulse to the tongue and the pen, and 
occasioned a terrible wordy fever. Do not suppose, my 
friend, that I mean to condemn any proper and dignified 
expression of resentment for injuries. On the contrary, 
I love to see a word before a blow, for, *' in the fulness 
of the heart the tongue moveth." But my long expe- 
rience has convinced me, that people who talk the most 
about taking satisfaction for affronts, generally content 
themselves with talking instead of revenging the insult : 
like the street women of this country, who, after a pro- 
digious scolding, quietly sit down and fan themselves 
cool as fast as possible. But to return : the rage for 
talking has now, in consequence of the aggressions I 
alluded to, increased to a degree far beyond what I have 
observed heretofore. In the gardens of his highness of 
Tripoli are fifteen thousand bee-hives, three hundred 
peacocks, and a prodigious number of parrots and ba- 
boons — and yet I declare to thee, Asem, that their buzz- 
ing, and squalling, and chattering, is nothing compared 
to the wild uproar and war of words, now raging within 
the bosom of this mighty and distracted logocracy. Po- 
litics pervade every city, every village, every temple, 
every porter house — the universal question is, *' what is 
the news ?'* This is a kind of challenge to political de- 
bate; and as no two men think exactly alike, 'tis ten to 
one but, before they finish, all the polite phrases in the 
Iingtti^e are exhausted by way of giving fire and energy to 
ai^n^ment. What renders this talking fever more alarm- 
ing is, that the people appear to be in the unhappy state 
of a patient whose palate nauseates the tEie^\c:vfv« \^«eX 
calculated fw the cure of his disease, atvd accm »xvxv«v» 
Uf amtiaue in the full enjoyment of t\ie\T tYkaXXATw^^ 
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words as heart could wish ! and thou mayest rely upon 
it, Asem, they do not let it pass unimproved. They 
sometimes begin with argument, but in process of time, 
as the tongue begins to wax wanton, other auxiliaries 
become necessary — recrimination commences — reproach 
follows close at its heels — from political abuse they pro- 
ceed to personal, and thus often is a friendship of years 
trampled down by this contemptible enemy, this gigantic 
dwarf of politics— the mongrel issue of grovelling am* 
bition and aspiring ignorance ! 

There would be but little harm indeed in all this, if it 
ended merely in a broken head — ^for this might soon be 
healed, and the scar, if any remained, might serve as a 
warning ever after against the indulgence of political in« 
temperance : at the worst, the loss of such heads as 
these would be a gsdn to the nation . But the evil extends 
far deeper ; it threatens to impair all social intercourse, 
and even to sever the sacred union of family and kindred. 
The convivial table is disturbed — the cheerful fire- side is 
invaded — the smile of social hilarity is chased away — the 
bond of social love is broken by the everlasting intrusion 
of this fiend of contention, who lurks in the sparklmp; 
bowl, crouches by the fire-side, growls in the Mendiy 
circle, infests every avenue to pleasure ; and like the 
scowling incubus, sits on the bosom of society, pressing 
down and smothering every throb and pulsation of liberal 
philanthropy. 

But thou wilt perhaps ask, " What can these people 
dispute about? one would suppose that being all free 
and equal, they would harmonise as brothers ; children 
of the same parent, and equal heirs of the same inherit- 
ance." This theory is most exquisite, my good friend, 
bat in practice it turns out the very dream of a madman. 
Equality, Asem, is one of the most consuxnTDAie «co>aca- 
drels that ever crept from the brain ot a po\it.\ca\ V^%^^'< 
—A Mknr wbo tbruata Ma hand into tbe poc^iet oi \voiv«»X 
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fathei*. If— and of this there is no doubt, for wise men 
have t>aid it— if life i» but a dream, happy is he who can 
make the most of the illusion. 

Since my frriiiulfuthor's death, the hall has passed 
through the hands of a fucccasion of true old cavaliers, 
like himself, who gloried in observing the golden rules 
of hospitality; which, according to the Cockloft principle, 
consist in giving a guest the freedom of the house, 
cramming him with beef and pudding, and, if possible, 
laying him under the table with prime port, claret, or 
London particular. The mansion appears to have been 
consecrated to the jolly god, and teems with monuments 
sacred to conviviality. PIvery chest of drawers, clothes- 
press, and cabinet, is decorated with enormous china 
puneh-bowls, which Mrs. Cockloft has paraded with 
much ostentation, particularly in her favourite red da- 
mask bed-chamber, and in which a projector might with 
great satisfaction practise his experiments on fleets, 
diving-bells, and sub- marine boats. 

I have before mentioned cousin Christopher's profound 
veneration for antique furniture; in consequence of 
which, the old hall is furnished in much the same style 
with the house in town. Old fashioned bedsteads, with 
high testers ; massy clothes-presses, standing most ma- 
jestically on eagles' claws, and ornamented with a pro- 
fusion of shining brass handles, clasps and hinges ; and 
around the grand i)arlour are solemnly arranged a set of 
high- backed, leather-bottomed, massy, mahogany chairs, 
that always remind me of the formal long-waisted belles, 
who flourished in stays and buckram, about the time 
they were in fashion. 

If I may judge from their height, it was not the fashion 
for gentlemen in those days to loll over the back of a 
lady's chair, and whisper in her ear, whaA. tolV^X. V^^ -^.^ 
well spoken aloud ; — at least they utxv&X. \:k».Nfc\»«iW\^^\»<- 
goaiana to have effected it. \\i\i Vfviax^ ^t<^tox'» ^Jia»** 
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he saw a little fat German gallant attempt once Co whis- 
per Aliss Barbara Cockloft in this manner, but being 
unluckily caught by the chin, he dangled and kicked 
about for half a minute, before he could find terra flcma ; 
— ^but Will is much addicted to hyperbole, by reaaoa of 
his having been a great traveller. 

But what the Cocklofts most especially pride dual- 
selves upon is the possession of several family portraits, 
which exhibit as honest a square set of portly well fed 
looking gentlemen, and gentlewomen, as ever grew and 
flourished under the pencil of a Dutch painter. Old 
Christopher, who is a complete genealogist, has a story 
to tell of each ; and dilates with copious eloquence on the 
great services of the general in large sleeves, during the 
old French war ; and on the piety of the lady in blue 
velvet, who so attentively peruses her book, and wu 
once celebrated for a beautiful arm : but much as I reve- 
rence my illustrious ancestors, I find little to admire in 
their biography, except my cousin's excellent memory ; 
which is most provokingly retentive of every uninterest- 
ing particular. 

My allotted chamber in the hall is the same that wu 
occupied in days of yore by my honoured uncle John. 
The room exhibits many memorials which recall to my 
remembrance the solid excellence and amiable eccentri- 
cities of that gallant old lad. Over the mantel-pieee 
hangs the portrait of » young lady dressed in a flwin^ 
long-waisted, blue silk gown ; be-flowered, and be-fnr> 
belowed, and be-cuffed, in a most abundant manners 
she holds in one hand a book, which she very oompfaii- 
santly neglects, to turn and amUe on the spectator ; ia 
the other a flower, which I hope, for the honour of dame 
Nature, was the sole production of the painter's imagi- 
nation ; and a little behind her is something tied to a 
blue riband ; but wYie\)iet a Vl\^ do«(, a monkey or a 
pigeon, must be Itsft. to tii© j>ijA%!CQBaXi o\ \»to«M vmssutn^ 



OF LAUNCKLOT L ANGST \FF, B8Q. 247 

tators. — ^This little damsel, tradition says, was my uncle 
John's third flame ; and he would infallibly have run 
away with her, could he have persuaded her into the 
measure ; but at that time ladies were not quite so easily 
run away with as Columbine ; and my uncle, failing in 
the point, took a lucky thought, and with great gallantry 
run oflF with her picture, which he conveyed in triumph 
to Cockloft-hall, and hung up in his bed-chamber, as a 
monument of his enterprising spirit. The old gentleman 
prided himself mightily on his chivalric manoeuvre; 
always chuckled and pulled up his stock when he con- 
templated the picture, and never related the exploit 
without winding up — " I might, indeed, have carried oflF 
the original, had I chose to dangle a little longer after 
her chariot wheels ;— for, to do the girl justice, I believe 
she had a liking for me ; but I always scorned to coax, 
my boy — always — 'twas my way." My uncle John was 
of a happy temperament ; — I would give half I am worth 
for his talent at self- consolation. 

The Miss Cocklofts have made several spirited at- 
tempts to introduce modem furniture into the hall, but 
with very indifferent success. Modem style has always 
been an object of great annoyance to honest Christopher, 
and is ever treated by him with sovereign contempt, as 
an upstart intruder. It is a common observation of his, 
that your old-fashioned substantial fiirniture bespeaks 
the respectability of one's ancestors, and indicates that 
the family has been used to hold up its head for more 
than the present generation ; whereas the fragile appen- 
dages of modern style seemed to be emblems of mush- 
room gentility; and, to his mind, predicted that the 
family dig^ty would moulder away and vanish with the 
finery thus put on of a sudden. The same whim-wham 
makes him averse to having his house surrounded with 
poplars, which he stigmatizes as mete upatuctai, YmX^V 
to ornament the shingle pidaces of modem %<eDteEi, v^ 
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characteristic of the eBtablishments they decorate. In- 
deed, so far does he carry his veneration for all the 
antique trumpery, that he can scarcely see the venerable 
dust brushed from its resting-place on the old-fashioned 
testers, or a gray-bearded spider dislodged from its 
ancient inheritance, without groaning ; and I once saw 
him in a transport of passion on Jeremy's knocking down 
a mouldering martin-coop, with his tennis-ball, which had 
been set up in the latter days of my grandfather. Ano- 
ther object of his peculiar affection is an old English 
cherrj'-tree, which leans against a comer of the hall; 
and whether the house supports it, or it supports the 
house, would be, I believe, a question of some difficulty 
to decide. It is held sacred by friend Christopher, be- 
cause he planted and reared it himself, and had once well 
nigh broken his neck by a fall from one of its branches. 
This is one of his favourite stories ; and there is reason 
to believe, that if the tree was out of the way, the old 
gentleman would forget the whole affair ; which would 
be a great pity. The old tree has long since ceased 
bearing, and is exceedingly infirm ; — every tempest robs 
it of a limb ; and one would suppose, from the lamenta- 
tions of my old friend on such occasions, that he had lost 
one of his own. He often contemplates it in a half-me- 
lancholy, half-moralizing hmnour: — "Together," he 
says, *' have we flourished, and together shall we wither 
away : — a few years, and both our heads will be laid low; 
and perhaps my mouldering bones may, one day or 
other, mingle with the dust of the tree I have planted." 
He often fancies, he says, that it rejoices to see him when 
he revisits the hall ; and that its leaves assume a brighter 
verdure, as if to welcome his arrival. How whimsically 
are our tenderest feelings assailed ! At one time the old 
tree had obtruded a withered branch before Miss Bar- 
bara's window, and sYie debited her father to order the 
gardener to aav» \t off. \ *\v«JkVix«.\«Vst^^X>B» ^^^xaan's 
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answer, and the look that accompanied it. " What," 
cried he, " lop off the limbs of my cherry-tree in its old 
age ? — why do you not cut off the gray locks of your poor 
old father?" 

Do my readers yawn at this long family detail ? They 
are welcome to throw down our work, and never resume 
it again. I have no care for such ungratified spirits, and 
will not throw away a thought on one of them. Full 
often have I contributed to their amusement, and have I 
not a right for once to consult my own ? Who is there 
that does not fondly turn at times to linger round those 
scenes which were once the haunt of his boyhood, ere his 
heart grew heavy and his head waxed gray ; and to dwell 
with fond affection on the friends who have twined them- 
selves round his heart — mingled in all his enjoyments — 
contributed to all his felicities ? If there be any who 
cannot relish these enjoyments, let them despair — for 
they have been so soiled in their intercourse with the 
world, as to be incapable of tasting some of the purest 
pleasures that siirvive the happy period of youth. 

To such as have not yet lost the rural feeling, I ad- 
dress this simple family picture ; and in the honest sin- 
cerity of a warm heart I invite them to turn aside from 
bustle, care, and toil — to tarry with me for a season in 
the hospitable mansion of the Cocklofts. 



I was really apprehensive, on reading the following 
effusion of Will Wizard, that he still retained that pes- 
tilent hankering after puns, of which we lately convicted 
him. He, however, declares that he is fully authorized 
by the example of the most popular critics and wits of 
the present age, whose manner and matter he has closely, 
and, he flatters himself, successfully, copied. VxiV^bAw:^ 
sequent easay. 
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THEATRICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

BY WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ. 

The uncommon healthiness of the season, occasioMd 
as several learned physicians assure me, by the univsm 
prevalence of the influenza, has encouraged the chieftei 
of our dramatic corps to marshal his forces, and oom 
mence the campaign at a much earlier day than uraai 
He has been induced to take the field thus suddenlyi 
am told, by the invasion of certain foreign marauden 
who pitched their tents at Vauxhall Garden during tk 
warm months, and taking advantage of his army bein 
disbanded and dispersed in summer quarters, committc 
sad depredations upon the borders of his territories — cai 
rying off a considerable portion of his winter harvest, tan 
murdering some of his most distinguished characters. 

It is true these hardy invaders have been reduced ( 
great extremity by the late heavy rains, which injure 
and destroyed much of their camp equipage, beskh 
spoiling the best part of their wardrobe. Two citiea* 
triumphal car, and a new moon for Cinderella, togetiM 
with the barber's boy who was employed every ni^ 
to powder and make it shine white, have been entim 
washed away ; and the sea has become very wet u 
mouldy — insomuch that great apprehensions are ente 
tained that it will never be dry enough for use. Add 1 
this, the noble county Paris had the misfortune to tai 
his corduroy breeches in the scuffle with Romeo, I 
reason of the tomb being very wet, which occasiaM 
him to slip ; and he and his noble rival possessing bi 
one poor pair of satin ones between them, were rednM 
to considerable ahifta V> ^ee.^ u^ Viift da^oato] «C their H 
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Hpcctive boufles. In spite of these disadvantages and 
untoward circumstances, they continue to enact most 
intrfpiiUy— jjcrforminj; with much ease and confiiJoiicc, 
inaniiuich as they were seldom pestered with an audience 
to critioiic and put them out of countenance. It is ru- 
moured that the last hea>'7 shower has absolutely dis- 
solved the company, and that our manager has nothing 
further to apprehend from that quarter. 

The theatre opened on Wednesday last with great 
eclat, as we critics say, and almost vied in brilliancy with 
tliat of my superb friend Consequa in Canton ; where 
the castles were all ivory, the sea mother of iiearl, 
the skies gold and silver leaf, and the outside of the 
boxes inlaid with scallop shell-work. Those who want a 
better description of the theatre may as well go and see 
it, and then they can judge for themselves. For the 
gratification of a highly respectable class of readers, who 
love to see every thing on paper, I had indeed prepared 
a circumstantial and truly incomprehensible account of 
it, such as your traveller always fills his book with, and 
which I defy the most intelligent architect, even the 
great Sir Christopher Wren, to understand. I had jum- 
bled cornices, and pilasters, and pillars, and capitals, 
and trigliphs, and modules, aud plinths, and volutes, 
and perspectives, and fore-shortenings, helter-skelter ; 
and had set all the orders of architecture, Doric, Ionic, 
Corinthian, &c., together by the ears, in order to work 
out a satisfactory description ; but the manager having 
sent me a polite note, requesting that I would not take 
off the sharp edge, as he whimsically expresses it, of 
public cariosity, thereby diminishing the receipts of his 
house, I have willingly consented to oblige him, and have 
left my description at the store of our publisher, where 
any person may see it, provided he applies at a pro^t 
hour. 

J cannot re/rain here from giving "^exvX. Vo ^^ l»^^- 
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faction I received from the excellent performance* of the 
different actors, one and all ; and particularly the gentle- 
men who bhiftcd the scenes, who acquitted themselves 
throughout with great celerity, dignity, pathos, and 
effect. Nor must I pass over the peculiar merits of my 
friend John, who gallanted off the chairs and tables in 
the most dignified and circumspect manner. Indeed I 
have had frequent occasion to applaud the corr ec t n ess 
with which this gentleman fulfils the parts allotted to 
him, and consider him as one of the best general per- 
formers in the company. My friend, the Cockney, found 
considerable fault with the manner in which John shoved 
a huge rock from behind the scenes, maintaining that he 
should have put his left foot forward and pushed it with 
his right hand, that being the method practised by his 
contemporaries of the royal theatres, and universally 
approved by their best critics. He also took exceptions 
to John's coat, which he pronounced too short by a foot 
at least — particularly when he turned his back to the 
company. But I look upon these objections in the same 
light as new readings, and insist that John shall be 
allowed to man(£U\re his chairs and tables, shove his 
rocks, and wear his skirts in that style which his genius 
best affects. My hopes in the rising merit of this favourite 
actor daily increase ; and I would hint to the manager 
the propriety of giving him a benefit, advertising in the 
usual style of play-bills, as a '* springe to cateh wood- 
eocks," that between the play and farce John will main 
a bow — for that night only ! 

I am told that no pains have been spared to make the 
exhibitions of this season as splendid as possible. Several 
expert rat-catchers have been sent into different parts of 
the country to catch white mice for the grand pantomime 
of Cinderella. A nest-full of little squab Cupida hare 
been taken in the nei^YvVMUxVvQod of Cummunipaw : they 
are a« yet but Via\f fLed^ed, ol \Xi« Vcvifc ^«Ji^w&&L VrmL, 
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and it is hoped will be able to fly about by the middle of 
October — otherwise they will be suspended about the 
stage by the waistband, like little alliputors in an ajjothe- 
oary's kIioj), as the pantomime mu'^t positively bo per- 
formed by that time. Great pains and expense have 
been incurred in the importntion of one of the most 
portly pumpkins in New-England ; and the public may 
be assured there is now one on board a Teasel from New- 
Haven, which will contain Cinderella's coach-and-siz 
with perfect ease, were the white mice even ten times as 
large. 

Also several barrels of hail, rain, brimstone, and gun- 
powder, are in store for melo-dramas — of which a number 
are to be played off this winter. It is furthermore whis- 
pered me that the great thunder- drum has been new 
braced, and an experf performer on that instrument en- 
gaged, who will thunder in plain English, so as to be 
understood by the most illiterate hearer. This will be 
infinitely preferable to the miserable Italian thunderer, 
employed last winter by Mr. Ciceri, who performed in 
•uch an unnatural and outlandish tongue, that none but 
the scholars of Signior Da Ponte could understand him. 
It will be a further gratification to the patriotic audience 
to know, that the present thunderer is a fellow-country- 
man, bom at Dunderbarrack among the echoes of the 
highlands ; and that he thunders with peculiar emphasis 
and pompous enunciation, in the true style of a fourth of 
July orator. 

In addition to all these additions, the manager haa 
provided an entire new snow-storm — the very sight of 
which will be quite sufficient to draw a shawl over every 
naked bosom in the theatre. The snow is perfectly 
fresh, having been manufactured last Aiigust. 

N. B. The outside of the theatre ha!» been ornamctvt^^ 
with a new chimney I ! 
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No. XV.— THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, I8O7. 



SKETCHES FROM NATURE. 

BY ANTHONY EVERGREEN, GENT. 

The brisk north- westers, which prerailed not long rince, 
had a powerful effect in arresting the progress of bellea, 
beaux, and wild-pigeons in their fisshionable northern 
tour, and turning them back to the more balmy region of 
the south. Among the rest, I ^as encountered, lull 
butt, by a blast which set my teeth chattering, just as I 
doubled one of the frowning bluffs of the Mohawk moun- 
tains, in my route to Niagara ; and facing about incon- 
tinently, I forthwith scudded before the wind, and a few 
days since arrived at my old quarters in New York. My 
first care on returning from so long an absence, was to 
visit the worthy &mily of the Cocklofts, whom I found 
safe burrowed in their country mansion. On inquiring 
for my highly-respected coadjutor, Langstaff, I learned 
with great concern that he had relapsed into one of his 
eccentric fits of the spleen, ever since the era of a turtle 
dinner given by old Cockloft to some of the neig^booring 
squires; wherein the old gentleman had achieved a 
glorious victory, in laying honest Launcelot fairly onder 
the table. Langstaff, although fond of the social board, 
and cheerful glass, yet abominates any excess ; and has 
an invincible aversion to getting mellow, considering it 
a wilful outrage on" the sanctity of imperial mind, a 
senseless abuse oi the 'bod-j, «xvd«n, unpardonable, be- 
cause a voluntary, proaVxaiCvcm o^ >qq^ TonnXai «&A -^sa* 
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river that glided just by, washing the drooping branches 
of the dwarf willows that fring^ed its bank. My appew- 
ance roused him ; — he grasped my hand with his usual 
warmth, and with a tremulous but close pressure, which 
spoke that his heart entered into the salutation. After a 
number of affectionate inquiries and felicitations — such 
as friendship, not form, dictated, he seemed to relapse 
into his former flow of thought, and to resume the chain 
of ideas my appearance had broken for a moment. 

" I was reflecting,** said he, " my dear Anthony, upon 
some observations I made in our last number ; and eon- 
sidering whether the sight of objects once dear to the 
affections, or of scenes where we have passed different 
happy periods of early life, really occasions moat enjoy- 
ment or most regret. Renewing our acquaintance with 
well-known but long-separated objects revives, it is true, 
the recollection of former pleasures, and touches the 
tenderest feelings of the heart ; as the flavour of a de- 
licious beverage will remain on the palate long after the 
cup has parted from the lips. But, on the other hand, 
my Mend, these same objects are too apt to awaken ns 
to a keener recollection of what we were when they ent 
delighted us ; and to provoke a mortifying and melan- 
choly contrast with what we are at present. They act, 
in a manner, as mile-stones of existence, showing us bow 
far we have travelled in the journey of life ; — how mueh 
of our weary but fascinating pilgrimage is accomplished. 
I look round me, and my eye fondly recognises the Adds 
I once sported over, the river in which I once swam, and 
the orchard I intrepidly robbed in the halcyon days of 
boyhood. The fields are still green, the river still rolls 
unaltered and undiminished, and the orchard is stfll 
flourishing and fruitful ; it is I only am changed. Tho 
thoughtless flow of mad-cap spirits that nothing could 
depress ; — the e\aal\c\t^ ol Tvfi.tN« that enabled me Co 
bound over the &eU. \x> aUrnVXifc «\x«»n^ woi&. t^cosh <M 
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sojourned in the country, and 
rural rnaT;n"rs, niuft have observe 
a liitle hamlot but haA one of th 
wiseacres of ncprocs, who rank^ a' 
tern uf tli(* place. He is alwavii 
to resolve any (luention about tlie 
ing, farming, and horse-docturin 
nions will slouch hi« remnant of 
his arms, rolls hi^ white eyes, am 
a look as knowing as Peter Pinda 
ing into a marrow-bone. Such 
old Csesar, who acts as friend Co 
or grand vizier ; iis^umcs, wher 
style and title ; to wit, squire (Joe 
absolute lord and ruler of the soil 
As lie passed \\a, he ))iUlcd off 
something more than respect ; — ii 
affection. " There, now, is un 
kind I have been noticinir," sai 
tvas a bosom friend and choMcn pi 
dar and myself, when we were be 
happy as when, stealing away on 
we ranged about tlie fields with 1 
particularly adroit in making our 
rods ; was always the ringleader 
frolicksome mischief perpetrated 
neighbourhood ; considered hims 
the best of us ; and many a hard 
him, about a division of the sjioil 
title to a bird's nest. Many a su 
member, when huddled topcthcr < 
door, Ciosar, with his stories o 
witches, would put us all in a i 
lane, and church-yard, and Mtlitar 
lacings. In pto^ws »A \\\\\v, hi 
attendant ami Mau-YtV.tvv vA c- 
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he went a sparking among the rosy country girls of the 
neighbouring farms ; and brought up tho rear at every 
rustic (lance, when he would mingle in tho sable pnmp 
that always thronped the door of merriment ; and it was 
enough to jmt to the rout a host of splenetic imps to see 
his mouth gradually dilate firom ear to car, with j)ride 
and exultation, at seeing how neatly master Pindar footei\ 
it over the flooi. Csesar was likewise the chosen con< 
fidant and special agent of Pindar in all his love affairs, 
until, as his evil stars would have it, on being entrusted 
with the delivery of a pqetic billet-doux to one of his 
patron's sweethearts, he took an unlucky . olion to send 
it to his own sable dulcinea ; who not being able to read 
it, took it to her mistress : —and so the whole affair was 
blown. Pindar was universally roasted, and Csesar dis- 
charged for ever from his confidence. 

" Poor Ciesar ! — he has now grown old like his young 
ma *crs, but he still remembers old times ; and will, 
now and then, remind me of them as he lights me to my 
room, and lingers a little while to bid me a good night : — 
believe me, my dear Evergreen, the honest simple old 
creature has a warm corner in my heart ; I don't see, for 
my part, why a body may not like a negro as well as a 
white man !" 

By the time these biographical anecdotes were ended, 
we had reached the stable, into which we involuntarily 
strolled, and found Caesar busily employed in rubbing 
down the horses — an office he would not entri'st to any 
body else ; having contracted an affection for every beast 
in the stable, from their being descendants of the old 
race of animals, his youthful contemporaries. Csesar 
was very particular in giving us their pedigrees, toge- 
ther with a panegyric on the swiftness, bottom, blood, 
and spirit of their sires. From these he digressed iu.t» 
a variety of anecdotes, in which. Laxttvce\ot \iat«; ^ twcv- 
spicuous part, and on whicVi t\ie o\d \ve^xo i^nn^^.^'^'^ 

8 2 
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nil the garrulity of age. Honest LangstafT stood leaning 
with hiK arm over the back of his favourite steed, vold 
Killdeer ; and I could perceive he listened to Ciesar's 
simple details with that fond attention with which a 
feeling mind will hang over narratives of boyish days. 
His eye sparkled with animation, a glow of youthful fire 
stole across his pale visage; — he nodded with smiling 
ajjprobation at every sentence— chuckled at every exploit; 
laughed heartily at the story of his once having smoked 
out a country singing- school with brimstone and assa- 
foetida ; and slipping a piece of money into old Csesar** 
hand to buy himself a new tobacco-box, he seised me by 
the arm, and hurried out of the stable brimfull of good- 
nature. *• *Tis a pestilent old rogue for talking, my dear 
fellow," cried he ; " but you must not find fault with him, 
the creature means well." I knew, at the very moment 
that he made this apology, honest Caesar could not have 
given him half the satisfaction had he talked like a Cicero 
or a Solomon. 

Launcelot returned to the house with me in the best 
possible humour : — the whole family, who in truth lore 
and honour him from their very souls, were delighted to 
see the sun-beams once more play in his countenance. 
Every one seemed to vie who should talk the most, tell 
the longest stories, and be most agreeable; and Will 
Wizard, who had accompanied me in my visit, declared, 
as he lighted his cigar, which had gone out forty times 
in the course of one of his oriental tales — that he had 
not passed so pleasant an evening since the birth-night 
ball of the beauteous empress of Hayti. 
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ON GREATNESS* 

BY LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 

Ws have more than once, in the course of our work, 
been most jocosely familiar with great personages ; and, 
in truth, treated them with as little ceremony, respect, 
and consideration, as if they had been our most particu- 
lar friends. Now, we would not suffer the mortification 
of having our readers even suspect us of an intimacy of 
the kind ; assuring them we are extremely choice in our 
intimates, and uncommonly circumspect in avoiding con- 
nexions with all doubtful characters ; particularly pimps, 
bailiffs, lottery- brokers, chevaliers of industry, and great 
men. The world in general is pretty well aware of what 
is to be understood by the former class of delinquents ; 
but as the latter has never, I believe, been specifically 
defined, and as we are determined to instruct our readers 
to the extent of our abilities, and their limited compre- 
hension, it may not be amiss here to let them know what 
we understand by a great man. 

First, therefore, let us (editors and kings are always 
plural) premise, that there are two kinds of greatness ; — 
one conferred by Heaven — the exalted nobility of the 
soul ; — the other a spurious distinction, engendered by 
the mob, and lavished upon its favourites. The former 
of these distinctions we have already contemplated with 

* The following enay was written by nijr friend Langataff, rn 
one of the paroxysms of hi* aplenetie complaint ( and, for anght 1 
know, may have been effectual in reetoring him to good humour. 
— ^A mental diacbarge of the kind haa a remarkable tendency t»w- 
arda sweetening the temper— and Launoelot u at i]h\« inomKnX wk« 
of the bcat-natnrDd meo in exiateuoe. — A. £«>crgrc<«. 
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insignificance— the rise, progress, and completion of a 
littli: threat man 

In II lou'ocriu'y, to use the sacjc IMustapha's plirase, it 
is nut uli«ulutcly necessary to the formation of a preat 
man that he should be either wise or valiant, upright or 
honourable. On the contrary, daily experience shows 
that theae qualities rather impede hia preferment ; inas« 
much as they are prone to render him too inflexibly 
erect, and are directly at variance with that willowy sup- 
ylcness which enables a man to wind and twist through 
all the nooks and turns, and dark winding passages, that 
lead to greatness. The grand requisite for climbing the 
rugged hill to popularity — the summit of which is the 
seat of power — is to be useful. — And here once more, 
for the sake of our readers, who are of course not so wise 
a» ourselves, I must explain what we understand by use- 
fulness. The horse, in his native state, is wild, swift, 
impetuous, full of majesty, and of a most generous spirit. 
It is then the animal is noble, exalted, and useless. But 
entrap him, manacle him, cudgel him, break down his 
lofty spirit, put the curb into his mouth, the load upon 
his back, and reduce him into servile obedience to the 
bridle and the lash, and it is then he becomes useful. 
Your jackass is one of the most useful animals in exist- 
ence. If my readers do not now understand what I 
mean by usefulness, I give them all up for most absolute 
nincoms. 

To rise in this country a man must first descend. The 
aspiring politician may be compared to that indefatigable 
insect, called the tumbler, pronounced by a distinguished 
personage to be the only industrious animal in Virginia; 
which buries itself in filth, and works ignobly in the dirt, 
until it forms a little ball, which it roils laboriously 
along, like Diogenes in his tub ; sometimes head> «q^s^%- 
times tail foremost, pilfering hora e,Ncn "**'^ '^'^^ \ss».^ 
hole, and increasing ita ball of ^eataft*»>i>l ^*^ wwv"«^ 
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butions of the kennel. Just so the candidute for great- 
ness ; — lu« plunges into that mass of obscenity, the mob ; 
labours in dirt and oblivion, and makes unto himself the 
rudiments of a popular name from the admiration and 
praises of rogues, ignoramuses, and blackguards. Hia 
name once started, onward he goes struggling and puff- 
ing, and pushing it before him ; collecting new tributes 
from the dregs and offals of the land as he proceeds, 
until having gathered together a mighty mass of popu- 
larity, he mounts it in triumph ; is hoisted into office, 
and becomes a great man, and a ruler in the land. — ^All 
this will be clearly illustrated by a sketch of a worthy of 
the kind, who sprung up under my eye, and was batched 
from pollution by the broad rays of popularity, which, 
like the sun, can " breed maggots in a dead dog." 

Timothy Dabble was a young man of very promising 
talents ; for he wrote a fair hand, and had thrice won 
the silver medal at a country academy ; he was also an 
orator, for he talked with emphatic volubility, and could 
argue a full hour, without taking either side, or advan- 
cing a single opinion ; he had still farther requisites for 
eloquence; for he made very handsome gestures, had 
dimples in his cheeks when he smiled, and enufaciated 
most harmoniously through his nose. In short, nature 
has certainly marked him out for a great man ; for 
though he was not tall, yet he added at least half an inch 
to his stature by elevating his head, and assuming an 
amasing expression of dignity, by turning up hia nose 
and curling his nostrils, in a style of conscious superiority. 
Convinced by these unequivocal ^>pearance8, Dalible's 
friends, in full caucus, one and all, declared that he was 
undoubtedly bom to be a great man, and it would be his 
own fault if he were not one. Dabble was tickled with 
an opinion which coincided so happily with his owlKr' 
for vanity, in a con&den&al "«m\l>js^, *Ad t^ven him ^ 
like in timation ; and ^e w»««o«A ^ft» 'Ya&^pawA * Na^ 



OF LAUNCELOT LANGSTAPF, BBQ. 'iO^ 

friends because they thought so highly of himself;— 
accordingly he sat out with a determination to become a 
preat man, and to start in the scrub-race for honour and 
renown. How to attain the desired prizes waf h(mevcr 
the question. He knew, by a kind of instinctive feehng, 
which seems peculiar to grovelling minds, that honour, 
and its better part— profit, would never seek him out ; 
that they would never knock at his door and crave admit- 
tance ; but must be courted, and toiled after, and earned. 
He therefore strutted forth into the highways, the mar- 
ket-places, and the assemblies of the people; ranted 
like a true cockerel orator about virtue, and patriotism, 
and liberty, and equality, and himself. Full many a po- 
litical windmill did he battle with ; and full many a time 
did he talk himself out of breath, and his hearers out of 
their patience. But Dabble found to his vast astonish- 
ment, that there was not a notorious political pimp at a 
ward meeting but could out-talk him ; — and what was 
still more mortifying, there was not a notorious political 
pimp but was more noticed and caressed than himself. 
The reason was simple enough ; while he harangued about 
principles, the others ranted about men ; where he repro- 
bated a political error, they blasted a political character : 
— they were, Iwnsequently, the most useful ; for the 
great object of our political disputes is not who shall 
have the honour of emancipating the community from 
the leading-strings of delusion, but who shall have the 
profit of holding the strings and leading the community 
by the nose. 

Dabble was likewise very loud in his professions of 
integrity, incorruptibility, and disinterestedness ; words, 
whidi, from being filtered and refined through news- 
papers and election hand-bills, have lost their original 
signification ; and in the political dictionary are synony- 
mous with empty pockets, itching palTCA, vndi \tv\«n»N«^ 
ualutkm. He, io addition to all tSaoft, dot^lax^di >i2Dal>^ 
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would support none but honest men; but unluckily as 
liut few of these offered themselves to be supported, 
Diibhle's services were seldom required. He pledged 
hintself never to engage in party schemes, or party p<di- 
tics, but to stand up solely for the broad interest of his 
country ;— so he stood alone ; and what is the same thing, 
be stood still ; for, in this country, be who does not nde 
u ith cither party, is like a body in a vacuum between two 
planets, and must for ever remain motionless. 

Dabble was immeasurably surprised that a man so 
honest, so disinterested, and so sagacious withal, and one 
too who had the good of his country so much at heart, 
should thus remain unnoticed and unapplauded. A little 
worldly advice, whispered in his ear by a shrewd old 
pv>litician, at once explained the whole mystery. " He 
who would become great," said he, "must serve an 
apprenticeship to greatness ; and rise by regular grada- 
tion, like the master of a vessel, who commences by 
being scrub and cabin boy. He must fag in the train of 
great men, echo all their sentiments, become their toad- 
cater and parasite,— lau(;h at all their jokes; and, above 
all, endeavour to make them laugh : — if you only now 
and then make a man laugh, your fortune is made. 
Jx)ok but about you, youngster, and you will not see 
a single little great man of the day but has his miserable 
herd of retainers, who vclp at his heels, come' at bis 
whistle, worry whoever he points his finger at, and think 
themselves fully rewarded by sometimes snapping up 
a crumb that falls from the great man's table. Talk of 
patriotism and virtue, and hicorruptihility I — tut, man ! 
they are the very qualities that scare munificence, and 
keep patronage at a distance. You might as well attempt 
to entice crows with reil rags and gunpowder. I*ay all 
these scarecrow virtucH anide, and let this be yonr maxim, 
that a candidate iox poYkUcaX caivawi«ft ia like a dried 
Iicrring; he never become* \u\s3Mvw»\m>S^\«,\^WKraL^ 
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Dabble cau(?ht with hungry avidity these congenial 
doctrines, and turned into his predestined chanm-l oi 
anion with tlie force aiid rajiidity ct a stream uhicli li;is 
for a whih; been restrained from its natural course. Ilf 
l>ecame what nature had fitted him to be ; — his tone 
softened down from arrogant self-sufBeieney, to the whine 
of fawning solicitation. He mingled in the caucuses of 
the sovereign people ; adapted his dress to a similitude 
of dirty raggedness; argued most logically with those 
who were of his own opinion ; and slandered with all the 
malice of impotence, exalted characters whose orbit he 
despaired ever to approach : — ^just as that scoundrel mid- 
night thief, the owl, hoots at the blessed light of the sun, 
whose glorious lustre he dares never contemplate. He 
likewise applied himself to discharging faithfully the 
honourable duties of a partisan ; he poached about for 
private slanders, and ribald anecdotes ; he folded hand- 
])ills — he even wrote one or two himself, which he carried 
about in his pocket and read to every body ; he became 
a secretary at ward-meetings, set his hand to divers reso- 
lutions of patriotic import, and even once went so far as 
to make a speech, in which he proved that patriotism was 
a virtue ; — the reigning bashaw a great man ; — that this 
was a free country, and he himself an arrant and incon- 
testable buzzard 1 

Dabble was now very frequent and devout in his visits 
to those temples of polities, popularity, and smoke, the 
ward porter-houses ; those true dens of equality, where 
all ranks, ages, and talents, are brought down to the 
dead level of rude familiarity. — 'Twas here his talents 
expanded, and his genius swelled up into its pr(^er size; 
like the loathsome toad, which shrinking from balmy 
airs, and jocund sunshine, finds his congenial home in 
caves and dungeons, and there nourishes his venom, and 
bloats his deformity. 'Twas here he TCveWedi v^'\^Jtt. >Jtt.e. 
swinish multitude iu their debauc^e&i ou )^%\.tvq\a&\xv ^xv^. 
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porter : and it became an ever, chance whether Dabble 
would turn out a great man or a great drunkard. — But 
Dabble in all this kept steadily in his eye the only daty 
he ever worshipped— his interest. Having by this fiuni- 
liarity ingratiated himself with the mob, he became won- 
derfully potent and industrious at elections ; knew iD 
the dens and cellars of profligacy and intemperance; 
brought more negroes to the polls, and knew to a greater 
certainty where votes could be bought for beer, than any 
of his contemporaries. His exertions in the cause, hit 
persevering industry, his degrading compliance, his un- 
resisting humility, his steadfast dependance, at lengA 
caught the attention of one of the leaden of the party , 
who was pleased to observe that Dabble was a very uaefoi 
fellow, who would go all lengths. From that momoit 
his fortune was made ; — he was hand and glove with 
orators and slang- whangers ; basked in the sunshine of 
great men's smiles, and had the honour, sundry times, 
of shaking hands with dignitaries, and drinking out of 
the same pot with them at a porter-house ! ! 

I will not fatigue myself with tracing this caterpillar 
in his slimy progress from worm to butterfly ; suffice it 
that Dabble bowed and bowed, and fawned, and sneaked, 
and smirked, and libelled, until one would have thought 
perseverance itself would have settled down into despair. 
There was no knowing how long he might have lingered 
at a distance from his hopes, had he not luddly got 
tarred and feathered for some of his electioneering ma- 
noeuvres — this was the making of him ! Let not my rea- 
ders stare — tarring and feathering here is equal to pilloiy 
and cropped ears in England ; and either of these kinds 
of martyrdom will ensure a patriot the sympathy and 
svpport of his faction. His partisans, for even he had 
his partisans, took his case into consideration — he had 
been kicked and cuffed, uvd dckK^gcMnd^ and dishonoured 
in the cause— ^e \i»d ^^ed ^'fe dsisX^^^Uws.dL'&iik 
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whole annual produce of a rice plantation in silver nd 
pold muslins, lace veils, and new liveries — carry a hogs- 
head of tobacco on her head, and trail a bale of Sea 
Island cotton at her heels ; while a lady of Boaton or 
Salem, will wrap herself up in the nett proceeds of a 
cargo of whale oil> and tie on her hat with a quintal of 
cod fish. 

The planters' ladies, however, have generally the acU 
vantage in this contest; for, as it is an incontettabk 
fact, that whoever comes from the West or £ast Indies, 
or Georgia, or the Carolinas, or in fact any warm climate, 
is immensely rich, it cannot be expected that a simple at 
of the north can cope with them in style. The planter, 
therefore, who drives four horses abroad and a thousand 
negroes at home, and who flourishes up to the Springs 
followed by half a score of black- a- moors, in gorgeous 
liveries, is unquestionably superior to the northern mer- 
chant, who plods on in a carriage and pair ; which being 
nothing more than is quite necessary, has no claim what- 
ever to style. He, however, has his consolation, in feeling 
superior to the honest cit, who dashes about in a simple 
gig — he in return sneers at the country squire, who jogs 
along with his scrubby long-eared pony and saddle-bags; 
and the squire, by way of taking satisfaction, would 
make no scruple to run over the unobtrusive pedestrian, 
were it not that the last being the most independent of 
the whole, might chance to break his head by way of 
retort. 

The great misfortune is, that this style is supported at 
such an expense as sometimes to encroach on the rights 
and privileges of the pocket, and occasion very awkward 
embarrassments to the tyro of fashion. Among a num- 
ber of instances, Evergreen mentions the fate of a dash- 
ing blade from the south, who made his enire with a 
tandem and two outdden, >d>i MIca aid of which be 
attracted the &tteTvV\oti ol iiX \\» Vafiw*, vd^ cmunA. a 
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when compared with a dinner at the Great House, 
one time, an old gentleman, whose natural irasci' 
was a little sharpened by the gout, had scalded his th 
by gobbling down a bowl of hot soup in a vast h 
in order to secure the first fruits of a roasted part 
before it was snapped up by some hungry rival ; v 
jiut as he was whetting his knife and fork, prepar 
for a descent on the promised land, he bad the mort 
tion to see it transferred, bodily, to the plats 
squeamish little damsel who was taking the wata 
debility and loss of appetite. This was too mue 
the patience of old Crusty ; he lodged his fork inti 
partridge, whipt it into his dish, and cutting off a 
of it — "There, Miss, there's more than you can 
Oons ! what should such a little chalky-faced pup| 
you do with a whole partridge 1" — At another ti 
mighty sweet disposed old dowager, who loomed 
magnificently at the table, had a sauce-boat laox 
upon the capacious lap of a silver- sprigged muslin g 
by the manoeuvring of a little politic Frenchmaa, 
was dexterously attempting to make a lodgment i 
the covered way of a chicken-pie ; — ^human nature i 
not bear it ! — the lady bounced round, and, with on 
on the ear, drove the luckless wight to utter annihiii 
But these little cross accidents are amply compen 
by the great variety of amusements which abooi 
this charming resort of beauty and fashion. — Ii 
morning the company, each like a jolly baccham 
with glass in hand, sally forth to the Springs : whei 
gentlemen, who wish to make themselves agree 
have an opportunity of dipping themselves into the 
opinion of the ladies : and it is truly delectable t 
with what grace and adroitness they perform this u 
tiating feat. Anthony says, that it is peculiarly am 
to behold the quaatVl^ oi wiiV.ei tbe ladies drink oa 
occaaion, for the putyofte ol ^e\.\Mv^ *bl wo>^nIo& 



drinking, for ttar ot bringiDg hia philcm^hj into con- 
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cuUr, veie roDliiiiul]; hvliliUf Itirth DD the Biu-prillng 
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to triumph over space and time, and to bear a name, at 
least, above the inevitable oblivion in which every thing 
else that cuncems us must be involved. It is this, mj 
friend, which prompts the patriot to his most heroic 
achievements ; which inspires the snblimest strains of 
the poet, and breathes ethereal fire into the produetioiu 
of the painter and the statuary. 

For this the monarch rears the lofty column; the 
laurelled conqueror claims the triumphal arch ; while 
the obscure individual, who moved in an humbler sphere, 
oaks but a plain and simple stone to mark his grave, and 
bear to the next generation this important truth, that he 
was born, died — and was buried. It was this passion 
which once erected the vast Numidian piles, whose ruins 
we have so often regarded with wonder, as the shades of 
evening — fit emblems of oblivion, gradually stole over and 
enveloped them in darkness . 1 1 was this wb ich gave being 
to those sublime monuments of Saracen magnificence, 
which nod in mouldering desolation, as the blast sweeps 
over our deserted plains. — How futile are all our efforts to 
evade the obliterating hand of time I As I traversed the 
dreary wastes of Egypt, on my journey to Grand Curo, 
I stopped my camel for a while, and contemplated, in 
awful admiration, the stupendous pyramids. An ap- 
palling silence prevailed around — such as reigna in the 
wilderness when the tempest is hushed, and the beasts 
of prey have retired to their dens. The myriads that 
had once been employed in rearing these lofty memen- 
toes of human vanity, whose busy hum once enlivened 
the solitude of the desert — ^had all been swept from the 
earth by the irresistable arm of death — ell were mingled 
with their native diut, all were forgotten ! Even the 
mighty names which these sepulchres were designed to 
perpetuate, had long since faded from remembranee: 
history and traditaou aSEotd^A \iraX -^VB^ ooi^ieetnres, 
and the pyrannda imvaiifc^ * \»MDBa»Ja»%N«w». Xa ^te 



ri>peB of future tamt are rqjoMd 1 H« who imi^n ha 

uLga in deluding TitioDi»vhictb only hespeak the vanity 
f the dceimec. The ■loried obeliik—ltae tntuDpbil 
Tch— the awclUng dome — Bhail cniiqUe into dUBt, and 
tw name* tbry would preierve frotn oblivion ehall often 
an away before their own iluntion it BceompLiahed. 
¥ee this paaaion for fame, hontver ndicnloiu in the 
ye of the philnoptier, deaerra rupect and conaidcra- 

cbna; and hence it baa been the pracdet ilk all en- 
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discharge of their official duties. They hold frequent 
meetings at taverns and hotels, where they enter intc 
solemn consultations for the benefit of lobsters and tor* 
ties ;— establish wholestune regulations for the safoty i 
preservation of fish and wild-fowl ; — appoint the 
most proper for eating oysters ; — inquire into the eeonooq 
of taverns, the character of publicans, and the abilities o 
their cooks ; and discuss, most learnedly, the merits of i 
bowl of soup, a chicken-pie, or a haunch of venison ; h 
a word, the alderman has absolute control in all mattw 
of eating, and superintends the whole police— of ^ 
the belly. — Having, in the prosecution of their importan 
office, signalized themselves at so many public festivals 
having gorged so often on patriotism and pudding, m 
entombed so many great names in their extensive mMrs 
thou wilt easily conceive that they wax portly apace, tha 
they fatten on the fame of mighty men, and their rotnn* 
dity, like the rivers, the lakes, and the mountains of thdi 
country, must be on a great scale ! Even so, my friend 
and when I sometimes see a portly alderman, puffini 
along, and swelling as if he had the world under hi 
wustcoat, I cannot help looking upon him as a walkiof 
monument, and am often ready to exclaim — ** Tell m» 
thou majestic mortal, thou breathing catacomb I to wha 
illustrious character, what mighty event, does that eapa 
cious carcass of thine bear testimony ?" 

But though the enlightened citizens of this logoenc; 
eat in honour of their friends, yet they drink deatructioi 
to their enemies. — Yea, Asem, wo unto those who ar 
doomed to undergo the public vengeance at a pubK 
dinner. No sooner are the viands removed, than tksr 
prepare for merciless and exterminating hostilities. TV; 
drink the intoxicating jmce of the grape, out of litfl 
glass cups, and over each draught pronounce a shot 
sentence or prayer *,—tiOt «Ukdk.«L^T«.Yer a« thyvirtiiM 
heart would Rotate, lYi^ pvoivAXv^l^^^^Q^XMWMtM^v 
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eDterprifling, but ihrj ud acbi?«e itDthiog like thu. 

Happj would it be if (Lie mania tor toattlng eitettded 
no farther thui to tiie exprruian of nUional nHDtniflit. 
Tbougli we miifbt imile at the impotent ^poring and 
wind; b^pa-balc, bj which it li diitin^itbed, yet we 

gfowinf witb national injimci^ and \ad\;nwt M^i^AMk- 
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suits offered to its country. But alas, my friend, private 
rrsrntment, individual hatred, and the illiberal npirit of 
party, are let loose on these festive occasions. Kvcn the 
Tiames of individuals, of unoffendinc: frllow-cit:7.'*ns, are 
s()mctinie.s drasrged forth to underpro the slanders and 
execrations of a distempered herd of revellers.*— H»«ul 
of Mahomet ! — how vindictive, how insatiably vindictive, 
must be that spirit, which can drug the mantling bowl 
with gall and bitterness, and indu'.ge an angry passion in 
the moment of rejoicing! — " Wine," says their po?t, 
" is like sunshine to the heart, which under its generous 
influence expands with good will, and becomes the very 
temple of philanthropy." Strange, that in a temple con- 
secrated to such a divinity there should remain a secret 
corner, polluted by the lurkings of malice and revenge ; 
strange, that in the full flow of social enjoyment these 
votaries of pleasure can turn aside to call down curses on 
the head of a fellow creature. — Despicable souls ! yc are 
un.\orthy of being citizens of this " most enlightened 
country under the sun :" rather herd with the murderous 
savages who prowl the mountains of Tibesti ; who stain 
their midnight orgies with the blood of the innocent 
wanderer, and drink their infernal potations from the 
skulls of the victims they have massacred. 
And yet, trust me, Asem, this spirit of vindictivt 

* It would Acotn that in this sontt-no* tlie sn^r MaxtaphsluJ 
reference ton pntriotic dinnor, tvlehrated last fourth of Julr, h) 
Home Roiitlomen of Italtiipore, nhen they righteously drank per- 
dition to an unotfendi:.;; individual, und really thought ** they biiJ 
done the stiite some s»r\ice." This amiable mnoin of " entisjc 
and drinkin/ dHmnation " to othen, is not contined to any part} i 
for u month or t«u after the fourth of >uly, the different nawtpapen 
tile olf their rolunins of patriotic toast* against earh other, *a4 
tukt a pride in dhowing how brilliantly thrir partisans can blark- 
f,'»;ml public char Acttrs u\ vUcW cups— " they do but jest -poiioa 
tM i« '•t," as llamk't say*.— Not* bu WvlWam W'vwtA, ^. 
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our great prophet, who, in compasrion to human im- 
becility, has prohibited his disciples from the use of the 
deluding beverage of the grape ; — that enemy to reason 
—that promoter of defamation — that auxiliary of polities. 

Ever thine, 

MlTSTAPHA.* 

• In this letter of the sage Ma«tapha« there are some fine moral 
reflections : the satirical portioa of it is, likewise, excellent, and 
we need scarcely add, is susceptible of more extensire application 
than lo the usages of the republic— £dtt 
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hand-writlnoc, and others evidently written long before 
his day. 

It was a Bight, worthy of a man'i seeing, to b^old 
Will with hia outlandish phis poring over old acniwla that 
would puzsle a whole society of antiquariaoa to expound, 
and diving into receptacles of trumpery, which, for a 
century past, had been undisturbed by mortal lumd. 
He would sit for whole hours, with a phlegmatic patirace 
unknown in these degenerate days, except, peradventure, 
among the High Dutch Commentators, prying into the 
quaint obscurity of musty parchments, until his whole 
face seemed to be converted into a folio leaf of bladi- 
letter ; and occasionally, when the whimsical meaning of 
an obscure passage flashed on hia mind, his countenance 
would curl up into an expression of Gothic risibility, not 
unlike the physiognomy of a cabbage leaf wilting before 
a hot fire. 

At such times there was no getting Will to join in our 
walks, or take any part in our usual recreations ; be 
hardly gave us an Oriental tale in a week, and would 
Hraoke so inveterately, that no one else dared enter Out 
library under pain of suffocation. This was more espe« 
cially the case when he encountered any knotty piece of 
writing ; and he honestly confessed to me that one worm- 
eaten manuscript, written in a pestilent crabbed hand, 
had cost him a box of the best Spanish cigars before he 
could make it out ; and after all, it was not worth a 
tobacco stalk. Such is the turn of my knowing aaaoeiate ; 
only let him get fairly in the track of any odd out of tiie 
way whim-wham, and away he goes, whip and cot, until 
he either runs down his game, or runs himself out of 
breath. — I never in my life met with a man who rode his 
hobby-horse more intolerably hard than \l^sard. 

One of his favourite occupations for some time past 
has been the hunting otVAaxiWeMin^^Viiftlk. he holds ia 
high regard ; and he often ^vaVa ^3da^ \««i£n%\gtt\NMB^ 
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rate in treating of the nation of the Hoppingtots ; and 
betrays a little of the Pythagorean in his theory, inas- 
much as be accounteth for their being so wonderoiuly 
adroit in pedestrian exercises, by supposing that they 
did originally acquire tills unaccountable and unparal- 
leled aptitude for huge and unmatchable feats of the lefr, 
by having heretofore been condemned for their numerous 
offences against that harmless race of bipeds, or qoadna- 
peds (for herein the sage Linkum Fldelius appeareth to 
doubt and waver exceedingly), the ftogs, to animate their 
bodies for the space of one or two generations. He also 
giveth it as his opinion, that the name of Hoppingtots is 
manifestly derivative firom this transmigration. Be this, 
however, as it may, the matter, albeit it hath been the 
Kubject of controversy among the learned, is but little 
pertinent to the subject of this history ; wherefore shall 
we treat and consider it as naughte. 

Now these people being thereto impelled by a super- 
fluity of appetite, and a plentiful deficiency of the where- 
withal to satisfy the same, did take thought that the 
ancient and venerable city of (xotham was, peradventore, 
possessed of mighty treasures, and did, moreover, abound 
with aU mtenner of fish and flesh, and eatables and 
drinkables, and such like delightsome and whc^esome 
excellencies withal. Whereupon, calling a council of 
the most active-heeled warriors, they did resolve forth- 
with to put forth a mighty array, make themselves mas- 
ters of the same, and revel in the good things of the 
lund. To this were they hotly stirred up, and wickedly 
incited, by two redoubtable and renowned warriors, hight 
Pirouet and Rigadoon ; ydeped in such sort, by reason 
that they were two mighty, valiant, and invincible little 
men ; utterly famous for the victories of the leg whidi 
they had, on divers illustrious occasions, ngbt gallanlly 
achieved. 

These doughty c^am\AOIA^ck•^lVco^EkvVk^uiqwa^>i^^^ 
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in their march, this lustory saith not : being that other 
matters of more weighty import require to be written. 
When that the army of the Hoppingtots did per^rinate 
within sight of Gotham, and the people of the city did 
behold the villanoos and hitherto unaeen capers and 
grimaces which they did make, a most horrific panic was 
stirred up among the citixens ; and the sages of the town 
fell into great despondency and tribulation, as suppoung 
that these invaders were of the race of the Jig-hees, who 
did make men into baboons when they achieved a eon- 
quest over them, llie sages, therefore, called upon all 
the dancing men and dancing women, and exhorted 
them, with great vehemency of speech, to make heri 
against the invaders, and to put themselves upon such 
gallant defence, such glorious array, and such sturdy evo- 
lution, elevation, and transposition of the foot, as might 
incontinently impester the legs of the Hoppingtots, and 
produce their complete discomfiture. But so it did 
happen, by great mischance, that divers light-heeled 
youth of Gotham, more especially those who are de- 
scended from three wise men so renowned of yore, tat 
having most venturesomely voyaged over sea in a bowl, 
were firom time to time captured and invogled into the 
camp of the enemy ; where being foolishly ciyoled and 
treated for a season with outlandish disports and plea- 
suuntries, they were sent back to their Mends, entirety 
changed, degenenUed, and turned topsy-turvy ; insomuch 
that they thought thenceforth of nothing but thdr heels, 
always essaying to thrust them into tiie most niMiif*«^ 
point of view : and, in a word, as might truly be affirmed, 
did for ever after walk upon their henda outright. 

And the Hoppingtots did day by day, and at late honrs 
of the night, wax more and more argent in this their in- 
vestment of the city. At one time they would, in good^ 
proccsbion, make an o^en «an9Q\\>Q>'<] wittAd. of fiddle in a 
tremendoua contxadanoe — ^MA%aswi>^ ^«A^.*ta«» 
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and delivered over to the coercion of certain professors 
of the Hoppinptots, who did put them under niORt mno- 
ininious durance, fur the sjiace of a lonj? time, until they 
l»ad learned to turn out their toes, and flourish their legs 
after the true manner of their conquerors* And thus, 
after the manner I have related, was the mighty and 
puissant city of Gotham circumvented, and taken by a 
coup de pied; or, as it might be rendered, bT force of 
legs. 

The conquerors showed no mercy, but did put all 
ages, sexes, and conditions, to the fiddle and the dance ; 
and, in a word, compelled and enforced them to become 
absolute Hoppingtots. " Habit (as the ingenious Linkum 
Fidelius profoundly affirmeth) is second nature." And 
this original and invaluable observation hath been most 
aptly proved and illustrated, by the example of the Go- 
thamites, ever since this disastrous and unlucky mis- 
chance* In process of time, they have waxed to be most 
flagrant, 'outrageous, and abandoned dancers ; they do 
ponder on naughte but how to gallantize it at balls, 
routs, and fandangoes — insomuch that the like was. and 
in DO time or place, ever observed before. They do, 
moreover, pitifully devote their nights to the jollification 
of the legs, and their days forsooth to the instruction and 
edification of the heel. And to conclude ! their young 
folk,* who, while some did bestow a modicum of leisure 
upon the improvement of the head, have of late utterly 
abandoned Uiis hopeless task, and have quietly, as it 
were, settled themselves down into mere machines, 
wound up by a tune, and set in motion by a fiddle stick 



Tin; LITTLE MAN IN BLAC; 

BV 1,*UKCP.L0T LANGSTAFF, ESg. 
Tns [nllnviniF •'orii hix htpn hinded ilitiin by f 



|H of (be Deif bboDxhood, tirtd ol 



aaddea luid m 
The object of Uiiii unlicitud 



J. ««v< 


torn. 


■cims 


ID hlnmlf In 


Ml outl*. 


.Juh 






onl; etnled > luge 


iKwk, ca> 




.bKpikin 












m mcdiui 




miiwi 


1 oftto »» b, 1 


Ihep™.; 




tntKiui 


^dl°' 


the d 


p«inBO«rlu 


.tolun.., 


«ld 


ainat a t 




Kpuii 


i(. >i(h ■ look 






ixt. ot ih. 


'"" 




gniaMy »nk 


below Ih. 


FhiH 


-goodpwpl.. 


^f ihB •icinitr l«l>^d MiHtliinj 


pre- 


™JT.ii>su 




i^Mhi.^ .profound mntRTHenud 


>.e.ha,.M 


I.C mnga. 


whic1..mt]..UIluirutullr. 



IT tbiD he iliuuld bci" uphrue Innocent enmiKhio 
T; bulwhu:h,Mapplicd in comiiiDa, tijfqll^mieulj 
r thing tb»t iaiad. Thtjoimg people tbdugbt bin 
lObij mliulhrepe, bencue be nover jained in thnr 
a 1 the Did OHd Ihought itiU mart bvdlf of bim. 
<iK be fDllowed no inde, not ever xemed unbitlow 

it Indelible Ueiturnit^ of the itnngcr, thcf unuii- 
■Ij decreed, that a man who conld not Dr wonld not 



be door of the Tillage church, and 
unknown fijllf InTetti^Atcd. The 






« »*"*^' ^ 














OP LAUNCELOT LANGSTAPP, BSa. 307 

incur the odium of a village, is in a great measure out- 
lawed and proscribed, and becomes a mark for injury 
and insult ; particularly if he has not the power or the 
disposition to recriminate. — The little venomous passions, 
which in the great world are dissipated and weakened 
by being widely diffused, act in the narrow limits of a 
country town with collected vigour, and become rancorous 
in proportion as they are confined in their sphere of 
action. The little man in black experienced the truth of 
this: every mischievous urchin returning from school 
had full liberty to break his windows ; and this was con- 
sidered as a most daring exploit ; for in such awe did 
they stand of him, that the most adventurous schoolboy 
waa never seen to approach his threshold, and at night 
would prefer going round by the cross-roads, where a 
traveller had been murdered by the Indians, rather than 
pass by the door of his forlorn habitation. 

The only living creature that seemed to have any care 
or a£fection for this deserted being was an old turnspit — 
the companion of his lonely mansion and his solitary 
wanderings ; — the sharer of his scanty meals, and, sorry 
am I to say it — the sharer of his persecutions. Tlie 
turnspit, like his master, was peaceable and inoffensive ; 
never known to bark at a horse, to growl at a traveller, 
or to quarrel with the dogs of the neighbourhood* He 
followed close at his master's heels when he went out, 
and when he returned stretched himself in the sunbeams 
at the door ; demeaning himself in all things like a civil 
and well-disposed turnspit. But notwithstanding his 
exemplary deportment he fell likewise under the ill re- 
port of the village ; as being the familiar of the little 
man in black, and the evil spirit that presided at his in- 
cantations. The old hovel was considered as the scene 
of their unhallowed rites, and its harmless tenants re- 
garded with a detestation wh\cVvt\ie\x\TiQSi«xvi\N<fcc»\A>a«X- 

never merited. Though pe\leA. ^ladi '^««i«^^ "»*• "^^ ^^* 
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some minutes, hesitating between the benevolence of hi:* 
heart, and a sensation of eenuine delicary, which, in 
spite of his eccentricity, he fully possessed,— and which 
forbade hun to pry into the concerns of his neighbours. 
Perhaps, too, this hesitation might have been strength- 
ened by a little taint of superstition ; for surely, if the 
unknown had been addicted to witchcraft, this was a 
most propitious night for bis vagaries. At length the 
old gentleman's philanthropy predominated ; he ap- 
proached the hovel, and pushing open the door, — for 
poverty has no occasion for locks and keys, — beheld, by 
the light of the lantern, a scene that smote his generous 
heart to the core. 

On a miserable bed, with pallid and emaciated visage 
and hollow eyes ; in a room destitute of every conve- 
nience ; without fire to warm, or friend to console him. 
lay this helpless mortal who had been so long the terror 
and wonder of the village. His dog was crouching on 
the scanty coverlet, and shivering with cjld. My grand* 
father stepped softly and hesitatingly to the bed side, 
and accosted the forlorn sufferer in his usual accents of 
kindness. The little man in black seemed recalled by 
the tones of compassion from the lethargy into which he 
had fallen ; for, though his heart was almost frozen, 
there was yet one chord that answered to the call of the 
good old man who bent over him ; — the tones of sym- 
pathy, so novel to his ear, called back his wandering 
senses, and acted like a restorative to his solitary feel- 
ings. 

He raised his eyes, but they were vacant and haggard ; 
— he put forth his hand, but it was cold ; he essayed to 
speak, bat the sound died away in his throat ; — he pointed 
to his mouth with an expression of dreadful meaning, 
and, sad to relate ! my grandfather understood^ ^b»X.N2QA^ 
harmless stranger, deserted Yi^ «oc\eVi, "^wa ^kW^'wk. 
with Aungcrf— With the qu:icV\m^>A*fcQl\w»»=»vVj'^ 
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despatched the servant to the hall for refreshment. A 
little warm nourishment renovated him for a short time, 
but not long ; it was evident his pilgrimage was drawing 
to a close, and he was about entering that peaceful aqrlom 
where " the wicked cease from troubling.'* 

His tale of misery was short and quickly told; — in- 
firmities had stolen upon him, heightened by the rigours 
of the season ; he had taken to his bed without strength ' 
to rise and ask for assistance ; " and if I had,'* said he, 
in a tone of bitter despondency, " to whom should I 
have applied ? I have no friend that I know of in the 
world 1 — The villagers avoid me as something loathsome 
and dangerous ; and here, in the midst of christians, 
should I have perished without a fellow being to sooth 
the last moments of existence, and close my dying eyes, 
had not the bowlings of my faithful dog exdted your 
attention." 

He seemed deeply sensible of the kindness of my 
grandfather ; and at one time, as he looked up into his 
old benefactor's face, a solitary tear was observed to steal 
adown the parched furrows of his cheek. — Poor outcast ! 
— it was the last tear he shed ; but I warrant it was not 
the first by millions ! My grandfather watched by him 
all night. Towards morning he gradually declined ; and 
as the rising sun gleamed through the window, he begged 
to be raised in his bed that he might look at it for the 
last time. He contemplated it for a moment with a 
kind of religious enthusiasm, and his lips moved as if 
engaged in prayer. The strange conjectures concerning 
him rushed on my grandfather's mind. " He is an 
idolator 1" thought he, " and is worshipping jthe sun I" 
He listened a moment, and blushed at his own im> 
charitable suspicion ; he was only engaged in the pious 
devotions of a christian. His simple orison being finished, 
the little man \tv \AacY "wK^iXw^tcw VS& v^fes from the 
and taking my graxidlaXXiw** XjmA'vdl «o» kH 
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making a motion with the other towards' the sun—" I 
love to contemplate it," said he; " 'tis an emblem of 
the universal benevolence of a true christian ; — and it is 
the most glorious work of Him who is philanthropy 
itself ! ' ' My grandfather blushed still deeper at his un- 
generous surmises ; he had pitied the stranger at first, 
but now he revered him : — he tamed once more tb regard 
him, but his countenance had undergone a change ; the 
holy enthusiasm that had lighted up each feature had 
given place to an expression of mysterious import : — a 
gleam of grandeur seemed to steal across his gothic 
visage, and he appeared full of some mighty secret which 
he hesitated to impart. He raised the tattered nightcap 
that had sunk almost over his eyes, and \|aving his 
withered hand with a slow and feeble expression of dig- 
nity — ** In me,*' said he, with a laconic solemnity — " In 
me you behold the last descendant of the renowned 
Linkura Fidelius !" My grandfather gaxed at him with 
reverence ; for though he had never heard of the illus- 
trious personage thus pompously announced, yet there 
was a certain black-letter dignity in the name that pe- 
culiarly struck his fancy and commanded bis respect. 

** Tou have been kind to me," continued the little 
man in black, after a momentary pause, " and richly 
will I requite your ttndness by making you heir to my 
treasures I In yonder large deal box are the volumes of 
my illustrious ancestor, of which I alone am the fortunate 
possessor. Inherit them — ^ponder over them, and be 
wisel*' He grew faint with tbp exertion he had made, 
and sunk back almost breathless on his pillow. His 
hand, which, inspired with the imi>ortance of his aabgect, 
he had raised to my grandfather's arm, slipped from its 
hold and fell over the side of the bed, and his faithful 
dog licked it ; as if anxious to sooth the last moments of 
his master, and testify his gratitude to the Ik.'Ub.^^CaaiaC^a^ 
so often cherished him. The uatKa^Yvt cw«s»«* <*■ ^fi«>*^ 
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faithful animal were not lost upon his dyinfr master ; he 
raised his languid eyes — turned them on the dog, then 
un my grandfiatUer ; and having given this silent recom- 
mendation—closed them for ever. 

The remains of the little man in black, notwithstand- 
ing the objections of many pious people, were decently 
interred in the church-yard of the village ; and his spirit, 
harmless as the body it once animated, has never been 
known to molest a living being. My grandfather com- 
plied as far as possible with his last request ; he conveyed 
the volumes of Linkum Fidelias to his library ; — he pon- 
dered over them frequently ; but whether he grew wiser, 
the tradition doth not mention. This much is certain, 
that his kindness to the poor descendant of Fidelias was 
amply rewarded by the approbation of his own heart, 
and the devoted attachment of the old turnspit ; who, 
transferring his affection from his deceased master to his 
benefactor, became his constant attendant, and was 
father to a long line of runty curs that still flourish in 
the family. And thus was the Cockloft library first 
enriched by the invaluable folios of the sage Linkum 
Fidelias. 
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LETTER 

FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 

To AsBM Haccbbm, pbincipal Slats-dritsb to bis 
H10BHB88 THB Basbaw or Tripoli. 

Though I am often disgusted, my good Asem, with the 
vices and absurdities of the men of this country, yet the 
women afford me a world of amusement. Their lively 
prattle is as diverting as the chattering of the red-tailed 
parrot ; nor can the green-headed monkey of Timandi 
equal them in whim and playfulness. But, notwith- 
standing these valuable qualifications, I am sorry to 
observe they are not treated with half the attention be- 
stowed on the before-mentioned animals. These infidels 
put their parrots in cages, and chain thdir monkeys ; but 
their women, instead of being carefully shut up in harems 
and seraglios, are abandoned to the direction of their own 
reason, and suffered to run about in perfect freedom, like 
other domestic animals : this comes. Asem, of treating 
their women as rational beings, and allowing them souls. 
The consequence of this pitiful event may easily be ima- 
gined ; — they have degenerated into all their nativt 
wildness, are seldom to be caught at home, and, at an 
early age, take to the streets and highways, where they 
rove about in droves, giving almost as much annoyance 
to the peaceable people, as the troops of wild dogs that 
infest our great cities, or the flights of locusts that some- 
times spread fieunine and desolation over whole regions 
of fertility. 

This propensity to relapse into pristine wildness, con- 
vinces me of the untameable dispo«\t.\ou ol \>^t *rx, ">»iV> 
maj indeed be partially domeBticated b'j a\ow% «svw*». ^ 
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confinement and restraint, but the looment they arc 
rchtorcd to personal freedom become wild as the young 
partridpr of this country, which, though scarcely half 
hatched, will take to the fields, and nm about with the 
shell upon its back. 

Notwithstanding their wildncss, however, they are 
remarkably easy of access, and suffer themselves to be 
approached, at certain hours of the day, without any 
syuiptoms of apprehension; and I have even hi^ipily 
succeeded in detecting them at their domestic occupa- 
tions. One of the most important of these consists in 
thumping vehemently on a kind of musical instrument, 
and producing a confused, hideous, and indefinable up- 
roar, which they call the description of a battle— a jest, 
no doubt, for they are wonderfully facetious at times, and 
make great practice of passing jokes upon strangen. 
Sometimes they employ themselves in painting little 
caricatures of landscapes, wherein they will display their 
singular droUeiy in bantering nature fairly out of coun- 
tenance — representing her tricked out in all the tawdry 
finery of copper skies, purple rivers, calico rocks, red 
gross, clouds that look like old clothes set adrift by the 
tempest, and foxy trees, whose melancholy foliage, droop- 
ing and curling most fantastically, reminds me of an un- 
dressed periwig, that I have now and then seen hnng 
on a stick in a barber's window. At other times they 
employ themselves in ac(iuiring a smattering of language* 
spoken by nations on the other side of the globe, mm they 
find their own language not sufficiently copious to anpply 
their constant demands, and express their muItiCarioas 
ideas. liut their most important domestic avocation is 
to embroider, on satin or muslin, flowers of a non-de- 
Rcript kind, in which the great art is to make them •■ 
unlike nature as possible ; or to fasten little hits of 
silver, go\d, tiwsel aud qclass, on long strips (tf muslin, 
which they dra^ aitet iWm vj\v\\ \\v>m\\ ^\^\\V{ whenever 
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they go abroad — a fine lady, like a bird of paradise, being 
estimated by the length of her tail. 

Hut do not, my friend, fall into the enormous error of 
supposing that the exercise of these arts is attended with 
any useful or profitable result : believe me, thou couldst 
not indulge an idea more unjust and injorious ; for it 
appears to be an established maxim among the women 
of this country, that a lady loses her dignity when she 
condescends to be useful, and forfeits all rank in society 
the moment she can be convicted of earning a farthing. 
Their labours, therefore, are directed not towards sup- 
plying their household, but in decking their persons, and 
— generous souls I — they deck their persons, not so much 
to please themselves, as to gratify others, particularly 
strangers. I am confident thou wilt stare at this, my 
good Asem, accustomed as thou art to our eastern fe- 
males, who shrink in blushing timidity even from the 
glances of a lover, and are so chary of their favours, that 
they even seem fearful of lavishing their smiles too 
profusely on their husbands. Here, on the contrary, 
the stranger has the first place in female regard, and, 
so far do they carry their hospitality, that I have seen 
a fine lady slight a dozen tried friends and real ad- 
mirers, who lived in her smiles and made her happiness 
their study, merely to allure the vague and wander- 
ing glances of a stranger, who viewed her person with 
indifference, and treated her advances with contempt. — 
By the whiskers of our sublime bashaw, but this is highly 
flattering to a foreigner! and thou mayest judge how 
particularly pleasing to one who is, like myself, so ardent 
an admirer of the sex. Far be it from me to condemn 
this extraordinary manifestation of good will — let theix 
own countrymen look to that. 

Be not alarmed, I conjure thee, my dear Asem, lest I 
should be tempted, by these beautiful baxbttx^»SA^ V^ 
break the faith I owe tb the thtce-Knd-t^cuV.^ -w««^^ 
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from whom my unhappy destiny has perhaps severed me 
for ever : — no, Asem, neither time, nor the bitter succes- 
sion of misfortunes that pursues me, can shake from my 
heart the memory of former attachments. I listen with 
traniiuil heart to the strumming and prattling of these 
fair syrens : their whimsical paintings touch not the ten- 
der chord of my affections ; and I would still defy thor 
fascinations, though they trailed after them trains as 
long as the gorgeous trappings which are dragged at the 
heels of the holy camel of Mecca, or as the tail of the 
great beast in our prophet's vision, which measured 
three hundred and forty-nine leagues, two miles, three 
furlongs, and a hand's breadth in longitude 

The dress of these women is, if possible, more eccen- 
tric and whimsical than their deportment; and they 
take an inordinate pride in certain ornaments which 
arc probably derived from their savage progenitors. A 
woman of this country, dressed out for an exhibition, is 
loaded with as many ornaments as a Circassian slave 
vi^hen brought out for sale. Their heads are tricked out 
with little bits of horn or shell, cut into fantastic shapes, 
and they seem to emulate each other in the number of 
these singular baubles, like the women we have seen in 
our journeys to Aleppo, who cover their heads with the 
entire shell of a tortoise, and, thus equipped, axe the 
envy of all their less fortunate acquaintance. They also 
decorate their necks and ears with coral, gold chains, 
and glass beads, and load their fingers with a variety ot 
rings ; though, I must confess, I have never perceived 
that they wear any in their noses, as has been affirmed by 
many travellers. We have heard much of thor painting 
tliemselves most hideously, and making use of bears'- 
greasc in great profusion — ^but this, I solemnly assore 
thee, is a misrepresentation: civilisation, no doubt, 
having gradually ex^Tp«XftdLV!tv«&fcTA.\Meuus practices. It 
is true, I have teen t^'O oiVJoxtftoS. ^i^clCMl\vaufiA»^^A 
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and sedentary mode of life. Tliis exercise, it was natnnl 
to suppose, would be carried to great excess in a logo- 
cracy. " Too true," thought I, *' they have converted, 
what was undoubtedly meant as a beneficent gift, into a 
noxious habit, that steals the flesh from their bones and 
the rose from their cheeks — they absolntely talk them- 
selves thin!" Judge then of my surprise when I was 
assured, not long since, that this meagreneas was con- 
sidered the perfection of personal beauty, and that many 
a lady starved herself, with all the obstinate perseverance 
of a piovis dervise, into a fine figure! " Nay more," 
said my informer, " they will often sacrifice their healths 
in this eager pursuit of skeleton beauty, and drink vine- 
gar, eat pickles, and smoke tobacco, to keep themselves 
within the scanty outlines of the fashions." — Faugh! 
Allah preserve me from such beauties, who contaminate 
their pure blood with noxious recipes ; who impiously 
sacrifice the best gifts of Heaven to a preposterous and 
mistaken vanity. Ere long I shall not be surprised to 
sec them Hcarring their faces like the negroes of Congo, 
flattening their noses in imitation of the Hottentots, or 
like the barbarians of Ab-al Timar, distorting their lips 
and ears out of all natural dimensions. Since 1 received 
this information, I cannot contemplate a fine figure, 
without thinking of a vinegar cruet ; nor look at a dash- 
ing belle, without fancying her a pot of pickled cucum- 
bers! What a difference, my friend, between these 
shades and the plump beauties of Tripoli — what a con- 
trast between an infidel fair one and my favourite wife, 
Fatima, whom I bought by the hundred weight, and had 
trundled home in a wheelbarrow ! 

But enough for the present ; I am promised a faithful 
account of the arcana of a lady's toilette — a complete 
initiation into the arts, mysteries, spells and potions, in 
short, the w\vo\e c\ietaLC«\ v^oc»«»>\ii NjUlch she reduces 
herself down to lYic mwt l-w^MnwiWv^ xNaa&.^agt^^ xoaSi^* 
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belong ? certainly this must he the seraglio of the grand 
bashaw of the city, and a most happy bashaw must he 
be to possess treasures which even his highness of Tri- 
poli, cannot parallel.*' " Have a care," cried my com- 
panion, " how you talk about seraglios, or you'll lui:Te all 
these gentle nymphs about your years ; for seraglio is a 
word which, beyond all others, they abhor: — ^moat of 
them,'* continued he, "have no lord and master, but 
come here to catch one— they're in the market, as we 
term it." " Ah, ah ! " said I, exultingly, " then you really 
have a fair, or slave market, such as we have in the east, 
where the faithful are provided with the choicest virgin* 
of Georgia and Circassia?— By our glorious sun of Afric, 
but I should like to select some ten or a dozen wives 
from so lovely an assemblage ! pray what would you 8up« 
pose they might be bought for?" — 

Before I could receive an answer, my attention was 
attracted by two or three good looking middle-sixed men, 
who being dressed in black, a colour universally worn in 
this country by the muftis and dervises, I immediately 
concluded to be high priests, and was confirmed in my ori- 
ginal opinion that this was a religious ceremony. These 
reverend personages are entitled managers, and enjoy 
unlimited authority in the assemblies, being armed with 
swords, with which, I am told, they would infallibly put 
any lady to death who infringed the laws of the temple. 
They walked round the room with great solemnity, and, 
with an air of profound importance and mystery, put a 
little piece of folded paper in each fair hand, which I 
concluded were religious talismans. One of them drop- 
ped on the floor, whereupon I slily put my foot on it, 
and, watching an opportunity, picked it up unobserved, 
and found it to contain some unintelligible words, and 
the mystic number Q. What were its virtues I know 
not ; except that 1 put \t va tk^ \w?&fc\., vxAVuure hitherto 
been preserved Itom mi ^t o^ >iX»\\KnJQf»«*,^\a^x\ ^- 
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understand— you mean the belle of the evening ; we have 
a new one every season. — The one at present in foshion 
is that lady you see yonder, dressed in white, with pink 
ribbons, and a crowd of adorers around her.' ' ** "nrnly, * ' 
cried I, " this is the pleasantest deity I have encoun- 
tered in the whole course of my travels ; — so familiar, so 
condescending, and so merry withal; — ^why, her very 
worshippers take her by the hand, and whisper in her 
ear." — " My good mussulman," replied my friend, with 
great gravity, " I perceive you are completely in an error 
concerning the intent of this ceremony. You are now 
in a place of public amusement, not of public worship ; 
— and the pretty booking young men you see making 
such violent and grotesque distortions, are merely indulg- 
ing in our favourite amusement of dancing.*' *' I cry 
your mercy," exclaimed I, " these then are the dancing 
men and women of the town, such as we have in our 
principal cities, who hire themselves out for the enter- 
tainment of the wealthy ; — ^but, pray who pays them for 
this fatiguing exhibition ?" — My friend regarded me for 
a moment with an air of whimsical perplexity, as if 
doubtful whether I was in jest or in earnest — ** 'Sblood, 
man," cried he, " these are some of our greatest people, 
our fashionables, who are merely dancing here for amuse- 
ment." Dancing for amusement! think of that, Mu- 
ley ! — thou, whose greatest pleasure is to chew opium, 
smoke tobacco, loll on a couch, and dose thyself into 
the re^ons of the Houris ! — Dancing for amusement ! — 
shall I never cease having occasion to laugh at the ab- 
surdities of these barbarians, who are laborious in their 
recreations, and indolent only in their hours of business ? 
— Dancing for amusement! — the very idea makes my 
bones ache, and I never think of it without being obliged 
to apply my ViaivdkeTcluef to my forehead, and fan my- 
self into some de^^tee oi twi\Tvc». 
" And pray,*' aa\d. 1, -wYkfia xo^ vaVsBvsSoansa&V^x 
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from France, as they had before hunte<t down the yellow 
fever to a bag of coffee from the West Indiest What 
makes this disease the more formidable is, that the pa- 
tients seem infatuated with their malady, abandon them- 
selves to its unbounded ravag;es, and expose their persons 
to wintry storms and midnight airs, more fatal, in this 
capricious climate, than the withering Simoom blast of 
the desert. 

I know not whether it is a sight most whimtieal or 
melancholy, to witness a fit of this dancing malady. The 
lady hops up to the gentleman, who stands at the dis- 
tance of about three paces, and then capers back again 
to her place ; — the gentleman of course does the same ; 
then they skip one way, then they jump another— then 
they turn their backs to each other ;— then they seiae each 
other and shake hands; — then they whirl round, and 
throw themtielves into a thousand grotesque and ridicu- 
lous attitudes ; — sometimes on one leg', sometimes on 
the other, and sometimes on no leg at all : — and this they 
call exhibiting the graces ! By the nineteen thousand 
ca])ers of the great mountebank of Damfuicus, but these 
graces must be something like the crooked backed, dwarf 
Shabrac, who is sometimes permitted to amuse his High- 
ness by imitating the tricks of a monkey. These fits 
continue at short intervals from four to five hours, till at 
last the ludy is led off— faint, languid, exhausted, and 
panting, to her carriage ; — rattles home ;— passes a night 
of feverish restlessness, cold perspirations, and troubled 
sleep ; rises late next morning, if she rises at all ; is ner- 
vous, petulant, or a prey to languid indifference all day ; 
a mere household spectre, neither giving nor receiving 
enjoyment; in the evening hurries to another dance; 
receives an unnatural exhiliration from the lights, the 
music, the crowd, and the unmeaning bustle ; — ^flutters, 
sparkles, and blooms ioT ^'wYi&e^^xsAiiUie traanent de- 
delirium being p««t, t\xe \xAaX.»AV6dk xosi^. ^gNU^ «A. 
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ments over tlie doors of taverns, or in the comers of 
dancing- rooms/ ' 

From thence my friend and I strolled into a small 
apartment adjoining the grand saloon, wnere I beheld a 
number of grave looking persons with venerable gray 
heads, but without beards, which I thought very unbe- 
coming, seated round a table studying hieroglyphics. I 
approached them with reverence, as so many magi, or 
learned men, endeavouring to expound the mysteries of 
Egyptian science : seven,) of them threw down money, 
which I supposed was a reward proposed for some great 
discovery ; when presently one of them spread hia hiero- 
glyphics on the table, exclaimed triumphantly, " Two 
bullets and a oragger !" and swept all the money into 
his pocket. " He has discovered a key to the hierogly- 
phics," thought I — " happy mortal ! no doubi his name 
will be immortalized." Willing, however, to be satisfied, 
I looked round on my companion with an inquiring eye : 
he understood me, and informed me that these were a 
company of friends, who had met together to win each 
other's money and be agreeable. " Is that all?" ex- 
claimed I ; *' why then, I pray you, make way and let 
me escape from this temple of abominations, <» who 
knows but these people, who meet together to toil, worry, 
and fatigue themselves to death, and give it the name ci 
pleasure — and who win each other's money by way of 
being ai^reeable — may some one of them take a liking to 
nie, and pick my pocket, or break my head in a paroxysm 
of hearty good- will !" 

Thy friend, 

MUBTAPHA. 
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iiyiuph of the fountain, to enlist under the standard of 
jolly Bacchus. In short, now is the important time of 
the year in which to harangue the bon-ton reader ; and, 
like some ancient hero in front of the battle, to spirit 
him up to deeds of noble daring, or still more noble suf- 
fering, in the ranks of fashionable warfare 

Such, indeed has been my intention ; but the number 
of cases which have lately come before me, and the 
variety of complaints I have received from a crowd of 
honest and well-meaning correspondents, call for more 
immediate attention. A host of appeals, petitions, and 
letters of advice, are now before 'me : and I believe the 
shortest way to satisfy my petitioners, memorialists, and 
advisers, will he to publish their letters, as I suspect the 
object of most of them is merely to get into print. 



TO ANTHONY EVERGREEN, GENT. 

Sir, 
As you appear to have taken to yourself the trouble of 
meddling in the concerns of the beau-monde, I take the 
Ml>erty of appealing to you on a subject, which, though 
considered merely as a very good joke, has occasioned 
me great vexation and expense. You must know I pride 
myself on being very useful to the ladies— that is, I take 
boxes for them at the theatre, go shopping with them, 
supply them with bouquets, and furnish them with novels 
from the circulating library. In consequence of these 
attentions I am become a great favourite, and there is 
seldom a party going on in the city without my having an 
invitation. The grievance I have to mention is the ex- 
change of hats which takes place on these occasions ; for, 
to ti})eak my mind freely, there are certain young gentle- 
in«"ij who scciu to conwAct i«L's\\\oTVAhlc parties as mere 
/■iuccs to barter old c\ot\vw. «^ti(i \ «nv\tAws«^,^&»ft.% 
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and my boots are smuggled from Bond-street. I have 
lounged in Broadway with one of the most crooked walk- 
ing-sticks I could procure, and have sported a pair of 
salmon coloured small-clothes, and flame-coloured stock- 
ings, at every concert and ball to which I could purchase 
admission. Being affeared that 1 might possibly appear 
to less advantage as a pedestrian, in consequence of my 
being rather short, and a little bandy, I have lately hired 
a tall horse, with cropped ears and a cocked tail, on which 
I have joined the cavalcade of pretty gemmen, who ex- 
hibit bright stirrups every fine morning in Broadway, and 
take a canter of two miles per day, at the rate of 300 
dollars per annum. But, sir, all this expense has been 
laid out in vain, for I can scarcely get a partner at an 
assembly, or an invitation to a tea-party. Pray, sir, 
inform me what more 1 can do to acquire admission 
into the true stylish circles, and whether it would not be 
advisable to charter a curricle for a month, and have my 
cypher put on it, as is done by certain dashers of my 
acquaintance. 

Yours to serve, 

Malvolio Dubstbs. 
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A convention of tattling — a tea-party bight, 
Which, like meeting of witches, is brew'd up at night : 
Where each matron arrives, fraught with tales of sur- 
prise. 
With knowing nuspicion and doubtful surmise ; 
Like the broomstick whirled haiss that appear in " Mac- 
beth,'* 
Each bearing some relic of venom or death, 
" To stir up the toil and to double the trouble. 
That fire may bum, and that caldron may bubble." 

When the party commences, all starched and all glum, 
They talk of the weather, their corns, or sit mum : 
They will tell you of cambric, of ribands, of lace. 
How cheap they were sold— and will name you the place, 
They discourse of their colds, and they hem, and they 

cough. 
And complain of their servants, to pass the time off; 
Or list to the tale of some doating mamma. 
How her ten-weeks old baby will laugh and lay taa ! 

But tea, that enlivener of wit and of soul — 
More loquacioiu by far than the draughts of the bowl. 
Soon unloosens the tongue, and enlivens the mind. 
And enlightens their eyes to the faults of mankind. 

'T^i-as thus with the Pythia, who serv'd at the fount 
That flowed near the far-famed Parnassian mount. 
While the steam was inhaled of the sulphuric spring. 
Her vision expanded, her fancy took wing ; 
By its ud she pronounced the oracular mil 
That Apollo commanded his sons to fulfil. 
But alas ! the sad vastal, performing the rite. 
Appeared like a demon — terrific to sight. 
E'en the priests of Apollo averted their e\ea^ 
And the temple ol Delpbi T«*o\fflA«d^'^« cc«*» 
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But quitting the nymph oi the tripod of yore, 
We return to the damei of the tea-pot once more. 

In harmless chit-chat an acquaintance they roast. 
And serve up a friend, as they serve up a toast ; 
Some gentle fatix p€Uf or some female mistake. 
Is like sweetmeats delicious, or relished as cake ; 
A bit of broad scandal is like a dry cnxst, 
It would stick in the throat, so they butter it first 
With a little affected good nature, and cry 
" No body regrets the thing deeper than I." 
Our young ladies nibble a good name in play 
As for pastime they nibble a biscuit away : 
While with shrugs and surmises, the toothless old 

dame. 
As she mumbles a crust, she will mumble a name. 
And as the fell sisters astonished the Scot, 
In predicting of Banquo's descendants the lot. 
Making shadows of kings, amid flashes of light 
To appear in array and to frown in his sight, 
So they conjure up spectres all hideous in hue. 
Which, as shades of their neighbours, are passed in 
review 

The wives of our cits of inferior degree. 
Will soak up repute in a little bohea ;] 
The potion is vulgar, and vulgar the slang 
With which on their neighbours' defects they harangue ; 
But the scandal improves, a refinement in wrong ! 
As our matrons are richer, and rise to souchong. 
With hyson — a beverage that's still more refined. 
Our ladies of fashion enliven their mind ; 
And by nods, inuendoes, and hints, and what not. 
Reputations and tea send together to pot. 
While madam in cambfvca %cvd.Vajees arrayed, 
With her plate and Viet Vvjm<i^vcv«v\vftfiiA'^iw*^ft.^ 
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Will drink in imperial a friend at a sup, 
Or in gunpowder blow them by dozens all up. 
Ah me ! how I groan, when with full swelling sail 
Wafti'il stately along by the favouring gale, 
A China ship proudly arrives in our bay, 
Displaying her streamers and biasing away. 
Oh ! more feU to our port is the cargo she bears 
Than grenadoes, torpedoes, or warlike affairs : 
Each chest is a bombshell thrown into our town, 
To shatter repute and bring character down. 

Ye Samquas, ye Chinquas, ye Chouquas, so free, 
Who discharge on our coast your cursed quantums of tea. 
Oh ! think, as ye waft the sad weed from your strand, 
Of the plagues and vexations ye deal to our land. 
As the Upas' dread breath, o'er the plain where it flies, 
Empoisons and blasts each green blade that may rise, 
So, wherever the leaves of your shrub find their way, 
The social affections soon suffer decay : 
Like to Java's drear waste they embarren the heart, 
Till the blossoms of love and of friendship depart. 

Ah, ladies, and was it by Heaven designed 
That ye should be merciful, loving, and kind ! 
Did it form you like angels, and send you below 
To prophesy peace — to bid charity flow ! 
And have ye thus left your primeval estate, 
And wandered so widely, so strangely of late ? 
Alas ! the sad cause I too plainly can see — 
These evils have all come upon you through tea 1 
Cursed weed, that can make our frur spints resign 
The character mild of their mission divine ; 
That can blot from their bosoms that tenderness true, 
Which from female to female for ever is due ! 
O ! how nice is the texture — how frag^e the ft«.v&><&. 
Of that delicate blossom, a iemaVe''%ian \'asv<&\ 
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'Tis the sensitive plant, it recoils from the breaMi, 

And shrinks from the touch, aa if pregnant with death. 

How often, how often, has innocence sighed. 

Has beauty been reft of its honour — ^its pride. 

Has virtue, though pure as an angel of lig^t, 

Been painted as dark as a demon of night. 

All offered up victims, an auto da/e. 

At the gloomy cabala— the dark orgies of tea ! 

If I, in the remnant that's left me of life. 
Am to suffer the torments of slanderous strife, 
Let me fall, I implore, in the slang-whanger's claw. 
Where the evil is open, and subject to law ; 
Not nibbled, and mumbled, and put to the rack, 
By the sly undermining of tea-party clack : 
Condenm me, ye gods, to a newspaper roasting. 
But spare me ! O spare me, a tea-table toasting ! 
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No. XX.— MONDAY, JANUARY 25. 1H0«. 



ftnm ms eib0fii«Cl)air. 



Extranmn huDC mihi conrede laborem. — Vimo. 
** SoA yoD, a vrord or two before we part." 



In this season of festivity, when the gate of time swings 
open on its hinges, and an honest rosy-faced New-year 
comes waddling in, like a jolly fat- sided alderman, loaded 
with good wishes, good humour, and minced pies : — at 
this joyous era it has been the custom, from time imme- 
morial, in this ancient and respectable dty, for periodical 
writers, from reverend, grave, and potent essayists like 
ourselves, down to the humble but indiutrious editors of 
magazines, reviews, and newspapers, to tender their 
subscribers the compliments of the season ; and when 
they have slyly thawed their hearts with a littie of the 
sunshine of flattery, to conclude by delicately dunning 
them for their arrears of subscription money. In like 
manner the carriers of newspapers, who undoubtedly be* 
long to the ancient and honourable order of literati, 
do regularly at the commencement of the jrear salute 
their patrons with abundance of excellent advice, con- 
veyed in exceeding good poetry^ for which the aforesaid 
good-natured patrons are well pleased to pay them ez- 
actiy twenty-five cents. In walking the streets I am 
every day saluted with good wishes from old gray-headed 
negroes, whom I never recoWnct \o Yksn^ wma. \«S»t«\ 
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guests with bumpers, until not one of them was capable 
of seeing. " Truly," observes my grandfather, who was 
jrcnrrally of these parties — " Truly, he was a most stately 
and magnificent burgomaster! inasmuch as he did rip:ht 
lustily carouse it with his friends about new-year ; roast- 
ing huge quantities of turkies; baking innumerable 
minced pies ; and smacking the lips of all fair ladies the 
which he did meet, with such sturdy emphasis, that the 
same might have been heard the distance of a stone's 
throw." — In his days, according to my grandfather, were 
first invented those notable cakes, hight, new-year« 
cookies, which originally were impressed on one side 
with the honest buly countenance of the illustrious Kip ; 
and on the other wxA that of the noted St. Nicholas, 
vulgarly called Santaclaus : — of all the saints in the ca- 
lendar the most venerated by true Hollanders, and their 
unsophisticated descendants. These cakes are to this 
time given on the first of January to all visitors, together 
with a glass of cherry-bounce, or raspberry-brandy. It 
is with great regret, however, I observe that the sim- 
plicity of this venerable usage has been much violated by 
modem pretenders to style ; and our respectaAile new- 
year-cookies, and cherry-bounce. elbowed aside by plum- 
cake and outlonHixh liqueurs, in the same way that our 
worthy old Dutch families are out-daszled by modern 
upstarts, and mushroom Cockneys. 

In addition to this divine ongm of new-year festivity, 
there is something exquisitely grateful, to a good-natured 
mind, in seeing every face dre«sed m smiles : — in hearing 
the oft repeated salutations that flow spontaneously from 
the heart to the kps ; — ^in beholding the poor, for once, 
ei\)oying the smiles of plenty, and forgetting the cares 
which press hard upon them, in the jovial revelry of the 
feelings ; the young children decked out m their Sunday 
clothes, ana freed from their only cares, the cares of the 
school, tripping tnroagh tue alceeU oti crwdl^ ^^ ^«»r 
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with the most piercing regret, are generally at the head 
of all domestic innovations, most fastidiously refused that 
mark of good will, that chaste and holy salute which was 
so fashionable in the happy days of Governor Hip and the 
patriarchs. — £ven the Miss Cocklofts, who belong to a 
family that is the last entrenchment behind which the 
manners of the good old school have retired, made violent 
opposition ; and whenever a gentleman entered the room, 
immediately put themaelvea in a posture of defence :— 
this Will Wizard, with his usual shrewdness, insists was 
only to give the visitor a hint that they expected Vi 
attack ; and declares, he has uniformly observed that the 
resistance of those ladies, who make the greatest noise 
and bustle, is most easily overcome. This sad innovation 
originated with my good aunt Charity, who was as arrant 
a tabby as ever wore whiskers ; and I am not a little 
afflicted to find that she has found so many followers, 
even among the young and beautiful. 

In compliance with an ancient and venerable custom, 
sanctioned by time and our ancestors, and more espe- 
cially by my own inclinations, I will take this opportu- 
nity to salute my readers with as many good wishes as I 
can possibly spare ; for in truth I have been so prodigal 
of late, that I have but few remaining. I should have 
offered my congratulations sooner; but to be candid, 
having made the last new-year's campaign, according to 
custom, under cousin Christopher, in which I have seen 
some pretty hard service, my head has been somewhat 
out of order of late, and my intellects rather cloudy 
for clear writing. Besides, I may allege as another rea- 
son, that I have deferred my greetings until this day, 
which is exactly one year since we introduced ourselves 
to the public: and surely periodical writers have the 
same right of dating from the commencement of their 
works, that monarchs have from the time of their coro- 
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natir^n ; or our most puissant republic, from the dedart- 
tioM of its independence. 

lliese good wishes are wanned into more than nsoaL 
benevolence, by the thought that I am now perhaps ad- 
dressing my old friends for the last time. Thatweihoald 
thus cut off our work in the very vigour of its existence, 
may excite some little matter of wonder in thia enlight- 
ened community. Now though we could give a Tariety 
of good reasons for so doing, yet it would be an ill-na- 
turcd act to deprive the public of such an admirable 
opportunity to indulge in their favourite amusement of 
conjecture ; so we generously leave them to flounder in 
the smooth ocean of glorious uncertainty. Beudea, we 
have ever considered it as beneath persons of our dignity 
to account for our movements or caprices ; thank Hca- 
vcn we are not like the unhappy rulers of this enlightened 
land, accountable to the mob for our actions, or dependent 
on their smiles for support: — this much, however, we 
will say, it is not for want of subjects that we stop our 
career. We are not in the situation of poor Alexander 
the Great, who wept, as well indeed he might, because 
there was no more worlds to conquer ; for, to do justice 
to this queer, odd, rantipole city, and this whimsical 
country, there is matter enough in them to keep our 
risible muscles and our pens going until doomsday. 

Most people, in taking a farewell which may perh^w 
be for ever, are anxious to part on good terms ; and it is 
usual on such melancholy occasions for even enemies to 
shake hands, forget their previous quarrels, and buy all 
former animosities in parting regrets. Now because 
most people do this, I am determined to act in quite a 
different way ; for as I have lived, so should I wish to 
die, in my own way, without imitating any person, what- 
ever may be his rank, talents or reputation. Kekides, if 
i know our triu, \vc Uuvc no enmities to obliterate, no 
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hatchet to bury, and as to all injuries — those we have 
long: since for^ven. At this moment there is not an 
individual in the world, not even the Pope himself, to 
whom wc have any j)ersonal hostility. J?ut if, shutting: 
their eyes to the many striking proofs of good nature 
displayed through the whole course of this work, there 
should be any persons so singularly ridiculous as to take 
offence at our strictures, we heartily forgive their stu- 
])idity ; earnestly entreating them to desist from all ma- 
nifestations of ill-humour, lest they should, peradventure, 
be classed under some one of the denominations of re- 
creants, we have felt it our duty to hold up to public 
ridicule. Even at this moment we feel a glow of parting 
philanthropy stealing upon us : — a sentiment of cordial 
good will towards the numeroiu host of readers that have 
jogged on at our heels during the last year ; and in jiutice 
to ourselves must seriously protest, that if at any time we 
have treated them a little ungently, it was purely in that 
spirit of hearty affection with which a schoolmaster drubs 
an unlucky urchin, or a humane muleteer his recreant 
animal, at the very moment when his heart is brim-full of 
loving-kindness. If this is not considered an ample jus- 
tification, so much the worse ; for in that case I fear we 
shall remain for ever unjustified ; — a most desperate ex- 
tremity, and worthy of every man's commiseration ! 

One circumstance, in particular, has tickled us mightily 
as we jogged along ; and that is, the astonishing secrecy 
with which we have been able to carry on our lucubra- 
tions I Fully aware of the profound sagacity of the 
public of Gotham, and their wonderful faculty of distin- 
guishing a writer by his style, it is with great self- con- 
gratulation we find that suspicion has never pointed to us 
as the authors of '* Salmagundi.'* Our gray-beard 
speculations have been most bountifully attributed to 
sundry smart young gentlemen, who, for aught we krL<v<R^ 
have no beards at all; ax\dv}e\LVi« Qi\.ca\ift««v \iNs^^ 
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amused, when they were charged with the sin of vritiiig 
what their harmleu minds never conceived, to 
affect all the blushing modesty and beautifal 
mcnt of detected virgin authors. — ^The profirand and 
penetrating public, having so long been led away ficom 
truth and nature by a constant perusal of those ddectaUe 
histories and romances, from beyond seas, in whidi hu- 
man nature is for the most part wickedly mangled and 
debauched, have never once imagined this work was a 
genuine and most authentic history ; that the Cocklofts 
were a real family, dwelling in the city ; paying scot and 
lot, entitled to the right of suffrage, and holding several 
respectable offices in the corporation. As little do they 
suspect that there is a knot of merry old bachelora seated 
snugly in the old-fashioned parlour of an old-fashioned 
Dutch house, with a weathercock on the top that came 
from Holland ; who amuse themselves of an evening by 
laughing at their neighbours, in an honest way, and who 
manage to jog on^hrough the streets of our ancient and 
veneral)le city without elbowing or being elbowed by a 
livinf^ soul. 

When we first adopted the idea of discontinuing this 
work, we determined, in order to give the critics a fair 
opportunity for dissection, to declare ourselves, one and 
all, absolutely defunct ; for it is one of the rare and in- 
valuable privileges of a periodical writer, that by an act 
of innocent suicide he may lawfully consign himself to 
the grave, and cheat the world of posthumous renown. 
But we abandoned this scheme for many substantial 
reasons. In the first place, we care but little for the I 
opuiion of critics, whom we consider a kind of freebooters 
in the repubhc of letters ; who, like deer, goats, and 
divers other graminivorous animals, gain subsistence by 
gorging upon the buds and leaves of the young shrubs of 
the forest, WimcVj^ to\i\v«\% vVkfivn. of their verdure, and 
retarding t\ve\t \)To%\<£%^ \.o AaaXMfvVN. \\.^"s» ^:>K.'^>xsx«.d 
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contented abundance, pervaded the face of nature, and 
every zephyr breathed a thousand delicious odours. The 
soul of the youthful wanderer expanded with delight ; 
he raised his eyes to heaven, and almost mingled, with 
his tribute of gratitude, a sigh of regret that he had lin- 
gered so long amid the sterile solitudes of the desert. 

With fond impatience he hastened to make choice of a 
stream where he might fix his habitation, and taste the 
promised sweets of this land of delight. — ^But here com- 
menced an unforeseen perplexity ; for, though he beheld 
innumerable streams on every side, yet not one could he 
find which completely Answered his high raised expecta- 
tions. One abounded with wild and picturesque beauty, 
but it was capricious and unsteady in its course ; some- 
times dashing its angry billows against the rocks, and 
often raging and overflowing its banks. Another flowed 
smoothly along, without even a ripple or a murmur ; but 
its bottom was soft and muddy, and its current dull and 
sluggish. A third was pure and transparent, but its 
waters were of a chilling coldness, and it had rocks and 
flints in its bosom. A fourth was dulcet in its tinklings, 
and graceful in its meanderings ; — but it had a cloying 
sweetness that palled upon the taste : while a fifth pos- 
sessed a sparkling vivacity and a pungency of flavour, 
that deterred the wanderer from repeating his draught. 

The ycuthful Bedouin began to weary with fruitless 
trials and repeated disappointments, when his attention 
was suddenly attracted by a lively brook whose dancing 
waves glittered in the sunbeams, and whose prattling 
current communicated an air of bewitching gaiety to the 
surrounding landscape. The heart of the way-worn 
traveller beat with expectation ; but on regarding it at- 
tentively in its course, he found that it constantly avoided 
the embowermg sYvade; loitering with equal fondness, 
whether gUd'mg iYitou^^v t\vt fwJa. '«S\vj, w w«r t> 
barren sand ;~t\iatt\xetti\«c«o\.^o^«,«BA^rtK65Ki.%>wx 
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pitch my tent ; — here will I pass my days ; for pure, O 
fair utream, is thy gentle current ; beauteous are thy 
borders ; and the grove must be a paraflise that is re- 
freshed by thy meanderings ! " 



IViiduiit opera interrupta. — ^V'luo. 
The work 's all aback. — Link. Fid. 

** How hard it is," exclaims the divine Con-fustc. 
better known among the illiterate by the name of Con- 
fucius, •• for a man to bite oflF his own nose !" At this 
moment, I, William Wizard, Esq., feel the full force of 
this remark, and cannot but give vent to ray tribulation 
at being obliged, through the whim of friend Langstaff, 
to stop short in my literary career, when at the very 
point of astonishing my country, and reaping the bright- 
est laurels of literature. We daily hear of shipwrecks, of 
failures and bankruptcies ; they are trifling mishaps, 
which, from their frequency, excite but little astonish- 
ment or sympathy ; but it is not often that we hear of a 
man's letting immortality slip through his fingers ; and 
when he does meet with such a misfortune, who would 
deny him the comfort of bewailing his calamity ? 

Next to the embargo laid upon our commerce, the 
greatest public annoyance is the embargo laid upon our 
work : in consequence of which the produce of my wits, 
like that of my country, must remain at home ; and my 
ideas, like so many merchantmen in port, or redoubtable 
frigates in the Potomac, moulder away in the mud of my 
own brain. I know of few things in this world more an- 
noying than to be interrupted in the middle of a favourite 
story, at the most intereatvtv^ Y'^tV, -wVcw «$ca VL^^ects to 
nhine; or to have a conveTO».^oTv >ox^X«a. ^aSl V»*'^'^«»' 
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you are about coming out with a score of excellent jokes, 
not one of which but was 2;oo(l enough to make every 
line figure in corsets literally split her s;i(les with laughter. 
In some such predicament am I placed at present ; and 
I do protest to you, my good-looking and well-beloved 
readers, by the chop-sticks of the immortal Josh, I was 
on the very brink of treating you with a full broadside of 
the most ingenious and instructive essays that your pre- 
cious noddles were ever bothered with. 

In the first place, I had, with infinite labour and pains, 
and by consulting the divine Plato, Sanconiathon, Apol- 
lonius Khodius, Sir John Harrington, Noah Webster, 
Linkum Fidelius, and others, fully refuted all those wild 
theories respecting the first settlement of our venerable 
country ; and proved, beyond contradiction, that America, 
so far from being, as the writers of upstart Europe de- 
nominate it, the new world, is at least as old a* any 
country in existence ; not excepting Egypt, China, or 
even the land of the Assiniboils ; which, according to the 
traditions of that ancient people, has already assisted at 
the funerals of thirteen suns, and four hundred and 
seventy thousand moons ! 

I had likewise written a long dissertation on certain 
hieroglyphics discovered on those fragments of the moon, 
which have lately fallen, with singular propriety, in a 
neighbouring state, and have thrown considerable light 
on the state of literature and the arts in that planet — 
showing that the universal language which prevails there 
is High Dutch, thereby proving it to be the most ancient 
and original tongue, and corroborating the opinion of a 
celebrated poet, that it ia the language in which the ser- 
pent tempted our grandmother Eve. 

To support the theatric department I had several very 
judicious critiques, ready written, wherein no quarter 
was shown either to authoia ot us\iQiti^\ *sA. ^. ^w^a^ ^^^^ 
waiting to determine at ^\»X \|V«?% w ^^^ssw»3SBRJ»SiMe\ 
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should he levelled. As to the grand spectacle of Cinde- 
rella, which is to be represented this season, I had given 
it a most unmerciful handling ; that it was neither tra- 
gedy, comedy, nor farce — that the inddenta were highly 
improbable — that the prince played like a perfect harle- 
quin — that the white mice were merely powdered for the 
occasion — and that the new moon had a most outrageoua 
copper nose. 

But my most profound and erudite essay in embryo 
is an analytical hypercritical review of these '* Salma- 
gundi " lucubrations ; which I had written partly in re- 
venge for the many waggish jokes played off against me 
by my confederates, and partly lor the purpose of saving 
much invaluable labour to the Zoiluses |and l>ennises of 
the age, by detecting and exposing all the similarities, 
resemblances, ajnonymea, analogies, coincidences, &c., 
&c., which occur in this work. 

I hold it downright plagiarism for any author to write, 
or even to think, in the same manner with any other 
writer that either did, doth, or may exist. It is a sage 
maxim of law — " Jgnorantia neminem excuaat** — and 
the same has been extended to literature : so that if an 
author shall publish an idea that has been ever hinted 
by another, it shall be no exculpation for him to plead 
ignorance of the fact. All, therefore, that I had to do, 
was to take a good pair of spectacles, or a ma^inifying- 
glass, and with " Salmagundi '* in hand, and a table full 
of books before me, to mouse over them alternately, in a 
comer of Cockloft library ; carefully comparing and con- 
trasting all odd, ends, and fragments of sentences. Little 
did honest Launce suspect, when he sat lounging and 
scribbling in his elbow* chair, with no other stock to draw 
upon than his own brain, and no other anth<mty to con- 
sult than the sage Linkum Fidelius !— Uttle did he think 
that his careless, ui»tu^edef&Ma.oTa'«Q\^T«t«n««neh 
aenipulous inveatigakioTi. 
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By laborious researches, and patiently collating words, 
where sentences and ideas did not correspond, I have 
detected sundry sly disguises and metaniorpiioses, ot 
which, I '11 be bound, Langstatf himself is ignorant. 
Thus, for instance — The Little Man in Black is evidently 
no less a personage than old Goody Blake, or Groody 
Sonaething, filched from the " Spectator," who confess- 
edly filched her from Otway's " wrinkled hag with age 
grown double." My friend Launce has taken the ho- 
nest old woman, dressed her up in the cast-off suit worn 
by Twaits, in Lampedo, and endeavoured to palm the 
imposture upon the enlightened inhabitants of Gotham. 
— No further proof of the fact need be given than that 
Goody Blake was taken for a witch, and the little man in 
black for a conjuror ; and that they both lived in villages, 
the inhabitants of which were distinguished by a most 
respectful abhorrence of hobgoblins and broomsticks : — 
to be sure the astonishing similarity ends here, but surely 
that is enough to prove that the little man in black is no 
other than Goody Blake in the disguise of a white witch. 

Thus, also, the sage Mustapha, in mistaking a brag- 
party for a convention of magi studying hieroglyphics, 
may pretend to originality of idea, and to a familiar ac- 
quaintance with the black-letter literati of the east ; — but 
this Tripolitan trick will not pass here. — I refer those 
who wish to detect his larceny to one of those wholesale 
jumbles, or hodge-podge collections of science, which, 
like a tailor's Pandemonium, or a giblet pie, are recep- 
tacles for scientific fragments of all sorts and sizes. The 
reader, learned in dictionary studies, will at once perceive 
I mean an encyclopedia. There, under the title of magi, 
Egypt, cards, or hieroglyphics, I forget which, will be 
discovered an idea similar to that of Mostapha, as snugly 
concealed as truth at the bottom of « well, or the misletoe 
amid the shady branches of an ooSli*. %xA\!t.xfiK) ^^ '«si^ 
time be drawn from its luikia^ pAaicft, Vj ^c»fcV«««» ^ 
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deck out Aunt Charity, and the amiable Miss Cocklofts, 
ho has rifled the charms of hiilf tlie uiiciciit vestals iu the 
city. Nay, he has tuken unpardonable iil)erties witli my 
own i)erson ! — elevating me on the substantial pedestals 
of a worthy gentleman from China, and tricking me out 
with claret coats, tight breeches, and silver- sprigged 
dickeys, in such sort that I can scarcely recognize my 
own resemblance — whereas I absolutely declare that 
I am an exceeding good-looking man, neither too tall 
nor too short, too old nor too young, with a person indif- 
ferently robust, a head rather inclining to be large, an 
easy swing in my walk, and that I wear my own hair, 
neither queued, nor cropped, nor turned up, but in a 
fair, pendulous, oscillating club, tied with a yard of nine- 
penny black riband. 

And now, having said all that occurs to me on the 
present pathetic occasion — having made my speech, wrote 
my eulogy, and drawn my portrait — I bid my readers an 
affectionate farewell: exhorting them to live honestly 
and soberly — spaying their taxes, and reverencing the 
state, the church, and the corporation — reading diligently 
the bible, the almanack, the newspaper, and " Salma- 
gundi," which is all the reading an honest citizen has oc- 
casion for — and eschewing all spirit of faction, discontent, 
irreligion, and criticism. 

Which is all at present. 

From their departed friend, 

William Wizard. 



TOE END. 
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